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ORIENTAL WANDERINGS. 


CHAPTER 1. 

Peace, unclii^esti d tfioijj’tii", down -(Jowu! tiii ripen’d 
l\y fuiuic tiiiK', yc bloom Paynl’s Brutus. 

r ri 

X HE dark, mysterious front of dire cabal, 
the frightful visage of fearful rebellion, had 
scarcely hid their heads,* and the bright 
laurels of peace budded around the brows 
of Klmuton, caliph and viceroy of Gra9id 
Cairo, ere the cypress sprung up, to blast 
the pleasures, and choke enjoyments there. 
The Mamelukes had long been watched 
by the jealous eye of distrust, ere their 
plot had ripened to maturity, and burst 
with terror and confusion on the inhabb 


VOL. I. 


B 


2 ORIENTAL WANDERINGS. 

tants of that long-fairoed and ancient city 
of oriental pride, the seat onCe of eastern 
kings, the mart of golden commerce, 
neighbour to tliose piles of ambition, and 
wonder of the earth, the bulky pyramids. 
The gongs of Cairo’s mosques, and the dy¬ 
ing vibrations of rejoicing, had scarcely an¬ 
nounced the glories of conquest, when the 
messengers of death appalled the parent’s 
ear, and damped the joy of a loving people, 
with doleful tidings, that the youthful and 
beloved son of Elmuton, the j)rince liarn- 
man, was mysteriously murdered ; murder 
was the sound that struck each ear with 
astonishment—murder was the phrase that 
liuuij on each wondering citizen’s tongue— 
murder was the knell which closed a day, 
whose morning brouglit tidings of peace re¬ 
stored, and held the fair mirror of tranquil¬ 
lity to the fond father, and a people happy. 
Yet not long had the darkened face of night 
assumed its sable mask, and given a holiday 
to tired Nature, or lulled the inmates of 
the busy city in calm repose, unknown of 
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late, made ‘restless by the commotion of 
civjil discord, and hackneyed by the bick¬ 
erings of rebellious parties ; the grand and 
holy mosque had closed its doors on even¬ 
ing prayers, and quietude seemed to hold 
her empire there; the watchman paced no 
more doubtfully, and in distrust of even 
his own vigilance, nor challenged, in sur¬ 
mise, the whistling breeze, or feared to 
breathe or tread, lest foes should rnar his 
steps. The glimmering tapers from the 
many balconies, one by one, were disap¬ 
pearing, as their inmates, in confidence and 
peace,,sought the soothing bliss of sleep. 
The sounds of revelry wi^thin tlie haram of 
Klmuton had died away^ and music’s fas¬ 
cinating voice no longer floated through 
the air, or played on the zephyr’s wing: 
all was still, save the monotonous clang of 
the hollow gong, suspended on the bi*azen 
platform,” where the lofty barbican was 
fixed, to |)rove the city still was watched; 
or the rushing of the waters of the NUe, 
flowing (at this season) impetuous, and 
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eager to seek its bed—the ocea«; or again, 
the nightly barking of the watch-dogs 
from the quays of Hulac^ whose voices 
gave a double charge, as they resounded 
back in echo from the impregnable walls 
of tfce fortifications. 

Th us was Cairo, when on a sudden tb& 
western passage-gate was summoned to 
admit about a score armed Mussulrnen, 
whose iaded horses could with difficulty 
liave further borne their hc'avy-accoutred 
riders. In breathless haste, they goaded 
on the beasts up the sudden acclivity to 
the caliph’s castle; presently, the tinkling 
of a smaller gong announced to the dis¬ 
turbed inhabitants below they tliere had 
gained access; soon followed a commotion 
and extraordinary bustle; iieeting lights, 
in quick succession, ]>ass(*d the latticed 
windows of the palace; the tor(Jhes on the 
ramparts darted a gleaming flow through¬ 
out the roscid atmosphere, causing a dim¬ 
med refulgence, sufficient to prove to the 
now-alarmed citizens, something of a sud- 
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den and appalling nature had again burst 
forth to disturb the short-lived tranquil¬ 
lity. Messengers, with hasty steps, were 
seen passing and repassing to and from the 
different officers’ apartments in the castle, 
giving confirmation of some momentous 
event. Now was the buzzing silence made 
clamorous, by the brazen throats of seven 
clarions, summoning the caliph’s officers 
to the viceregal presence. 

At this drear hour, such sounds caused 
a sensation throughout the city and suburbs 
not to be described. The thrilling echo 
responded in the dark, narrow, and sandy' 
streets, awakening, with terror, the nume¬ 
rous inhabitants. Now'was each avenue, 

■ 

leading to tlie castle, thronged with an in¬ 
quiring populace, catching at every half- 
dropped sentence of information, forming 
a thousand different and contradictory 
conclusions; yet still were all without the 
royal residence ignorant of the truth. 
Thus, in suspense, the tardy time crawled 
on; this space filled up with strange in- 
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quiries and vague replies; then the sue- 
ceeding, in a breathless silence, some eyes 
would jyander over the vast expanse of 
heaven, exploring the planetary system, 
as seeking for signs and wonders expla¬ 
natory of the cause; while others firmly 
fixed on the brazen-studded gates, as with 
penetrating gaze, would pierce the portal, 
or ravish information from the walls. 

Now a more cheering gleam illumes tlte 
ether vault; the sky-capped points of the 
pyramids, sparkling with the dews of 
night, seem as covered with a sheet of sil¬ 
ver, made bright by the rising of the moon; 
the golden domes of the mosques and tow¬ 
ering crescents, symbols of a proud, impe¬ 
rious faith, borrowing grandeur from lunar 
rays, giving a majestic glare to the ancient 
dty, making, as it were, an im]:>erial day 
in night—yes, as though awoke from a 
peaceful slumber by the keen inquiries of 
a troubled people, the heavenly lamp of 
night arose unclouded, as if partaking in 
the general anxiety of her terrene beholders. 
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It was midnight; the drear and hollow 
sounds had* scarcely vibrated in the an¬ 
nouncement, when the castle gal(gs were 
thrown open, and presented the grand and 
holy mosque illuminated ; yet illumed so, 
that light or darkness were scarcely sepa¬ 
rated : a chilling horror ran through the 
wondering multitude, as, slow and solemn, 
the great gong commanded the Mussulmen 
to prayers unusual, and the assurance of 
some event now filled each breast with 
terror: vague were the surmises, and hor¬ 
ror sat in silence on each tongue; as, bare¬ 
footed, the worshippers of Mahomet trod 
the sacred floor, the marble and golden 
arches of the lofty ceiflng echoed awful 
and sepulchral murmuring. 

On an elevated couch lay Elmuton, in 
all the woful melancholy majesty of grief; 
the pallid hue of dimly-burning lamps, 
devoid of their wonted fragrance—the 
walls, and chosen places, no longer bedeck¬ 
ed with all the splendour and gaydy mag¬ 
nificence of Ottoman adoration—the ever- 
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burning censers, shadowed so, .and veiled 
with the trappings of death, left no longer 
a doubt upon the public mind, but pre- 
* pared each true JMussulman to arm his ear 
and heart for news of some dreadful na- 
tionaj calamity. One part of the sacred 
edifice alone preserved its wonted glory. 
Beneath a splendid canopy, enriched with 
gems and golden spoils of victory, and be¬ 
decked with theinvaluablegifts of earth and 
ocean, made brilliant with the never-fading 
lamps of purest gold, perpetually fed with 
the most refined oil; here was the sanctum 
sanctorum of the holy Koran, and sacred 
sabre, with the prophet’s emblem, the 

i 

crescent, sparkling in all the splendid hues 
of heaven’s arched bow, and as, with awful, 
solemn, slow, and religious pace, the priests 
approached, offering their prostrations, 
throwing off the gaudy gear of rejoicing, 
and substituting the coarse, unseemly ha¬ 
biliment of mourning. 

At thg sight of this doing, no longer 
could the general feeling be repressed; 
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but an involuntary moan burst from the 
worshippers j sighs and lamentations re¬ 
echoed throughout the temple, and yet, 
unknowing of the true cause, grief reign¬ 
ed paramount. Anon the full impres¬ 
sive voice of the chief mufti called them 
back to themselves, to hear him«de¬ 
clare appalling truths—truths unexpected 
—truths that were to fill the streets of 
Cairo with lamentation, and her people 
with horror and despair. Then followed 
a recital that shook Elmuton’s inmost soul; 
yet, as the horrid facts again assailed his 
ears, did he become calm ; but it was a 
calmness which seemed to fix him in 
death. Like a statue he sat, colourless his 
cheek, and steadfast stood his eye; un- 
.moved he heard the repetition, which, 
when it first met his knowledge about an 
hour before, so overwhelmed him in afflic¬ 
tion, that his mortal nature seemed to 
struggle—to waste herself in tears. But 
the first great trial was past; such con¬ 
trariety of thought now pressed upon his 
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mind, th^ past, the present, and the future, 
each such a torrent gave, each passion so 
for maitery tried, that the outward man 
was vanquished and subdued.. But a few 
short hours previous, from the same place, 
the same voice, the same divine, in all the 
holiicess of thanksgiving, made his hearers* 
hearts glad witli the cheering and welcome 
information, that peace again their city 
blessed. With fervency and gratitude 
were prayers, thanksgiving, and rejoicing, 
heard on every side; each countenance 
beamed with exultation, as the names of 
the victors were recorded in the proud 
book of fame—yes, so short the time since 
the dawning valour of the young prince 
Hamman, the pride of Cairo, and the 
people’s love, was told—told were his firsts 
exploits, with transports that spoke a title- 
page, presaging his book of life would be 
made^ lip of honour, valour, and courage! 
By Hamrnan were the rebellious Maiiie- 
lukes once more humbled into insignifi¬ 
cance, and bound with his chastisement—- 
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by Hamman was peace wrested bfck to El- 
muton and .to Cairo—by Hamman were 
made quiet the people's homes; for Ham- 
rnan, the beloved prinCe of the people, bad 
the prayers of the day been offered, be¬ 
seeching of Heaven to vouchsafe a length¬ 
ened life of happiness and fame. But ere 
the night had grown mature, was the cup 
of bliss overturned, and sighs and larnen* 
tations only heard for Hamman’s death. 
Thus, at full, were the people made ac¬ 
quainted with this strange, unlooked-for 
catastrophe. 

Sebastian, the chief officer of the caliph’s 
army,* was ordered to assemble his troop¬ 
ers, and crush a rebellious rising of the 
Mamelukes, who long had been in secret 
cabal, and had gathered fiercely on a plain, 
about two days march from Cairo's walls. 
Thither bent their course the chief flower 
of the city youth, led by the prince Ham- 
man and Sebastian. Conquest gave lau¬ 
rels, and the first battle of the youthful 
leader was crowned with a glorious vie- 
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tory. Tbe intelligence was hailed with 
enthusiasm ; Sebastian claimed on praise 
for himself, but heaped encomiums on the 
caliph’s son, and declared the success of the 
day was made complete, by the bravery 
and gallant bearing of the young prince 
alone. This added to the glories of the 
triumph and haj)piness of the caliph Eb 
muton, and his people of Cairo, as the 
youthful leader had never before been in¬ 
trusted with a command of so much con¬ 
sequence. 

The fitful tide of battle and carnage 
past—the dreadful roar of contest was 
hushed—sighs and bewailing alone* were 
heard on the ensanguined plain ; the dying 
and the dead alike were mingled ; labour 
and exertion had overcome the victorious 
survivors, as night had drawn her veil ere 
the fight had closed. Thus was the field 
of slifeighter left only to a few, whose hu¬ 
manity rose superior to their weariness, 
and prom])ted assistance to their dying 
brethren and maimed fellows. This sad 
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task was soon performed; so hot and ter- 
irible had been the conflict, so complete the 
defeat of the rebels, that but few survived 
to bear the horrors and tortures of a Turk¬ 
ish renegado prisoner. No fond and heart¬ 
broken mother was here, to seek among 
the dead, to part the gory locks, or search 
the mangled corse, to find the secret mark 
that might confirm it was the remains of 
an only and tender-beloved son—no half- 
frantic widow here, with perishing infant 
at her breast, wading in a slougli of blood, 
to grasp the cold bosom of a fallen father 
and husband; no, these were melancholy 
pleasures forbidden by the prophet’s laws— 
no gleam of funereal torches flashed on the 
field, or darted through the air, to chase 
away the gloom of such a scene; no, the 
driven sr^nds, accumulated by tlie driving 
winds, must form the rebel’s grave, or the 
prowling beasts of prey banquet on fneir 
outlawed and putrid bodies, or carnivorous 
birds wing heavy through the air with 
their carious burthens, or the scorching sun. 
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as if "blushing at such a sight, give fiercer 
rays, the sooner to consume. ^ 

But to the narrative. The past exer¬ 
tions of the day had compelled both offi¬ 
cers and men of the caliph’s army, to re- 
tire early to their tents. The first care of 
Sebastian was to send dispatches of the 
late exploits to Cairo, which reached early 
in the morning, and caused the rejoicing 
already spoken of. Sebastian, throughout 
the day, had shewn more attention to the 
young prince than even he was wont to do, 
and the caresses of both officers and men, 
clearly proved how dearly they loved the 
prince, and appreciated his worth. So jea¬ 
lous would Sebastian seem of his favour, and 
so watchful of his safety, that he proposed 
Hamman should that night have his pal¬ 
let brought to hk own tent, and there 
repose. It was done; the officers parted 
for the night—.the watch was set, and all 
was now become hushed, save the distant 
howling of the hyenas, and such beasts of 
prey as the scent of blood attracted to the 
neighbourhood of the camp. 
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The night was passed in such a solemn 
* silence, as the preceding day was likely 
to beget; all within the tents were lulled 
with the refreshing sleep of life—all with¬ 
out, save the cautious-given passwords of 
the sentinels, was still as the sleep of death. 
Morning streaked the heavens—the fiea- 
vens reflected light upon the earth, and 
once more called creation into activity. 
The soldiers were beginning to stir, and the 
curtains of each tent was opened; its por¬ 
tal was filled by the devotees of Mahomet, 
bending towards the east, and making 
orisons to the common God of all. The 
tent of’Sebastian alone was closed; an in¬ 
voluntary look passed fr6m man to man; 
each glance conveyed an inquiry, as they 
would ask the guardsman if all within was 
safe. Presently issued a deep knd heavy 
moan; aghast the hearers stood; yet^ere 
their tongues could be fashioned to speak, 
was Sebastian seen rushing from the tent, 
in all the disorder of one whose soul felt 
agonies, that speech could not describe; 
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his look gave unintelligible meaning—his 
voice was choked—and, as a ghastly statue, 
fixed, he pointed to the tent, gave a death¬ 
like convulsive groan, and hid his face upon 
the ground. 

Horror and amazement so filled the 
space around, so petrified each beholder, 
one, as waiting for the other, stood mo¬ 
tionless ; till the sentry, with his cimeter, 
drew aside the curtain, and shewed the 
melancholy scene: but it was a scene the 
pen cannot sufficiently describe—cannot, 
with horror, colour' enough the imagina¬ 
tion to portray a semblance. On a couch 
lay the once-beautiful and inanly^ prince 
Hamman rfeaeZ—^dead, and sheeted in his 
crimson gore; his late well-set features, 
now drawn by a convulsion, that appalled 
the strongest fortitude to look upon; yet 
not disordered much his body ; the left 
arm was thrown above his head; his fin¬ 
gers knit, and set in death with a stubborn 
grasp; his brow drawn lowering over his 
partly-opened eyes, his lips contracted, yet 
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extended so, as to shew the last effort of 
rfature was a* deep-fetched sigh, or smo¬ 
thered groan; in liis left breast was stick¬ 
ing the deadly weapon—it was a frightful 
instrument, such as was carried in those 
days by the Mamelukes; four sharpened 
edges formed a blade about a span long, 
bearing a hilt, rough, and sufficiently large 
to give a powerful grip; so sure, so cer¬ 
tain, was the fell stroke given, that the 
heart was nearly severed, giving life so 
sudden, so momentary a warning, that ere 
it quitted its earthly tabernacle of wo, 
surprised nature had not time to give her 
wonte^ throes in death. 

For a few moments all yvas as silent as 
the sepulchre: some involuntarily pressed 
their hands upon their eyes, to shut out 
the ghastly view, as others, half bent, stood 
petrified and immoveable, gazing on the 
mysterious cause. Now Sebastian, as if 
recovered from a frightful and terrifying 
dream, stood amidst them, darting his 
full grey eyes, beneath brows, bending like 
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fearfully - charged thunder - clouds, when 
they hang over the shelterless and alarm¬ 
ed wanderer, giving such piercing and 
penetrating looks, deep into the coun¬ 
tenance of each, filling with accumulating 
dread the astonished spectators, that, at 
the moment, might accusation have laid 
her hand on each, and pronounced “ Thou 
art guilty !” Still, for a time, was each 
tongue mute: a scrutinizing taciturnity 
so occupied Sebastian, that, quick in suc¬ 
cession as summer’s lightning, the flashes 
of his rolling eyes seemed to penetrate 
their inmost souls. At length, drawing 

^ I 

his tall figure erect, and, as he fain ^jvould 
damp his parched lips, with a scorching 
tongue thus he broke the awful stillness. 
—“ Oh, murder! murder! sacrilegious 
murder !” 

This ejaculation gave relief; sobs and 
sighs indescribable now’ rent the air; the 
less hackneyed in the rueful scenes of life, 
rushed into the open air to regain respira¬ 
tion, alrhost choked by the late dismaying 
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spectacle. Sebastian approached the body 
A*.hung over it awhile—then, as if some 
sudden confirmation had come across his 
mind, he vehemently drew from the dead¬ 
ly wound the fatal knife. This, with an 
arm extended above the level of his breast, 
he held, and pointing with his other hand, 
exclaimed—“ This was the act of ajilamned 
Mameluke!” Thus speaking, he seem¬ 
ed to break the gloomy spell, and utter¬ 
ance gave relief to the many troubled bo¬ 
soms. Who could do the accursed deed ? 
—who steal, unobserved and unheard, 
within the tent, and secretly purloin the 
precioys treasure? Curses and execra¬ 
tions were heaped on the head of the dia¬ 
bolical perpetrator. Where could suspi¬ 
cion be fixed?—who could surmise where 
so vile a demon lurked ?—who could give 
even the faintest rays that might lead to 
the discovery ? 

Sebastian alone now seemed to shew 

V 

the greatest fortitude; he thoiightfeUy 
pondered, pacing the tent, as if fixing in 
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resolves; then on a sudden commanded 
the guards, that had the care of the Mame¬ 
luke prisoners, be summoned: it was done; 
from them were prompt and satisfactory 
assurances given, that from their dungeon 
no one had escaped, so closely were they 
guarded, anrf so heavy chained. Saldan, 
the name of the sentry who had the care 
of Sebastian's tent, was a proved and a 
loyal veteran; his word passed current, 
and it was believed. From him was each 
officer assured no living creature had, 
during the nighty approached the tent; 
the murderer must have been secreted ere 

f 

the w^atch was set, and, in tlic bustle and 
consternation of the morning, made his es¬ 
cape. Fach feared to look his fellow in 
the face; a deathlike stupor followed. Se¬ 
bastian paced the floor with a disordered 
gait; his bare and bony breast heaved in 
dreadful throes; an unusual pallid hue 
overspread his countenance, and, in fitful 
agitation, his nerves worked; the gnashing 
of his teeth bespoke his choler rising, 
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which so oft proved terrible ere it set: 
many liad fallen victims under his accu¬ 
sations ; so great his power ai^d influence, 
none dared doubt or gainsay Sebastian. 

Thus, as accused victims before an un¬ 
relenting judge, stood his auditors; hastfly 
and in disorder he put his garments about 
him, commanding his followers to horse 
immediately. This was obeyed with ala¬ 
crity ; the camp was searched round, the 
outposts challenged as to the passers of the 
night; no clue could tlms be gained ; the 
skirts and the acljacent^arts of the coun¬ 
try were scoured, where it was likely to 
secrete aught that might lead to a disco- 
very, and carefully exj)lqre(l. Ilalfsmo- 
thered and dissatisfied nmtierings escaped 
Sebastian, to the no small discomfiture of 
his dependents, who too often had been 
convinced, that where he had fixed a dis¬ 
trust, it seldom died away, but grew, by 
some means or other, to fatal conviction. 
Each officer w^as afraid to raise a surmise, 
or give his opinion, lest it should be con- 
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strued to an over zeal, that might end de¬ 
trimental to his own peace, or perhaps 
suspicion on him enough to affect l)is life. 

They returned, thus far, from their fruit¬ 
less search. The day began to grow apace, 

and the attention of Sebastian was now 
* 

drawn as to the best means of conveying 
the dreadful tidings to Elmuton : he ask¬ 
ed not advice; that to him seemed a degra¬ 
dation to his rank; so long had he held 
supremacy of power, tliat next to the ca¬ 
liph was Sebastian hailed. The soldiers 
loved him for his bravery, and the success 
and good fortune ever attendant or^i his ex¬ 
ploits; yet tliey feared him, for his strict- 

i 

ness of discipline, and overbearing spirit, 
that governed a sclf-suflicient and uncon- 
trolled disposition. I 

All was waiting attendance, and obedi¬ 
ence to his look or nod: for a time he sat^ 
with his brow rested on bis palm, in sullen 
silence; then raising his eyes, and looking 
sorrowfully around, patheticallyjexclaimed 
It is me, it is me alone to blame ! I 
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never more must see Elmuton! Who, 
who will take this heavy task from me— 
who bold enough to tell the father, and his 
people, of this dire mishap? Why did I 
sleep, and leave so precious a charge un¬ 
protected ? Where can I hide me fro^m 
the world’s reproof?” This was some¬ 
thing strange and unlocked for; so unex¬ 
pected it broke upon the youthful war¬ 
riors around them, that they, with some¬ 
thing more than sympathy, looked on his 
great spirit fallen, and each would have 
sacrificed his life, to spare the pangs of 
tlveir leader.—“ Go, go !” cried Sebastian, 
in a faltering tone, “ throw yourselves at 
the feet of your beloved ruler! tell him, if 
thou canst, the facts thou hast beheld of 
this black deed—tell him the once proud 
and stubborn Sebastian, now dare not meet 
him face to face—tell him it was for me 
the blow was iiirected! Yes, my compa¬ 
nions, the midnight assassin has mistook 
his aim ; unknowing what treasure and 
inestimable worth was within my tent. 
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the fell murderer, unconscious of the fraud, 
made a false prey, and left me, the most of 
all, to deplore the mistake. That I have ^ 
been a chastening rod to 3^0111 enemies, 
Jias long been j)roved—lliat my fame and 
honours, hardly earned in the field of 
glory, long lias been a stumbling-block to 
jealous and cowardly knaves, who skulk 
at home, and gain some paltry preferment 
b}" fawning sycophancy; willi such curs 
have I long been baited ; but it was my 
honesty crashed their arrogance, and my 
master’s discernment held me superior to 
their pettishness ; now have their damned 
cunning, and hell-born plots, that were for 
ever to crush me, miscarried, and wofully 
cropped as fair a floiver as ever bloomed, 
and plucked untimely the favourite bud 
of Cairo! It is hard to erase suspicion 
when once it has taken root; I do suspect 
—I cannot help it; but was 1 even to give 
the thought utterance, when it is yet so 
green, the object might be marred, and 
justice evaded.’' 
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At these words, Sebastian gave a half 
look, but so full of meaning, at Saldan, the 
sentry, that each eye caught the same ob¬ 
ject, and was felt so forcibly by the man, 
that the agitation of his countenance, at 
the sudden hint, confirmed the doubt. 
This however past, Sebastian took leave of 
about a score of his picked commanders, 
bidding them hasten to Cairo, and when 
night should fall, with an honourable es¬ 
cort, the royal and mutilated remains of 
the murdered prince should be forwarded 
to the city. 


VOL. I. 
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CHAPTER II. 


--Ilcur a little furtljer; 

And then Til bring thee to tlie i>rcscnt business 
Which now’s upon us: \^ithoul the wlnclt, this storjy 
Were most impertinent. Shakespi^are. 


Ali. things and thoughts have their time, 
which certainly is a wise and grand dispen¬ 
sation. Tlie season for public mourning, 
on account of the late distressing c^ilamity, 
was of shorter duration than common in 
such cases, as the great festival and fete of 
Ramadan, a kind of Mahometan carnival, 
approached, and gavQ^ a different feature 
to the city: the days were certainly spent 
in fasting and prayers; but from sunset to 
its rising again, was all feasting and jollity. 
The cooling tide of night invited the in- 
;iiabitants to partake fileasure and amuse- 
iiients, which the torrid heat, and over- 
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whelming sultry rays of day, rendered al¬ 
most insupportable; the flashing gleams of 
^illumination giving a thousand different 
colours to the atmosphere, the fanciful and 
whimsical devices of the transparencies, 
the many masked and absurd groupes pef- 
ambulating the streets and squares, the 
clang and noisy exhibitions of jugglers, 
pantomimists, and serpent-eaters, witli such 
like ridiculous spectacles, making the night 
as a busy and brilliant day, this being the 
season too for intrigue and adventures, 
that an European day would blush to look 
upon. These scenes however, as all others, 
passed away, and once more brought Cairo 
back to its wonted track of 6ccupations. 

The late extravagances had erased, in 
part, the remembrance of what so recently 
occurred. Elmuton had partly gained his 
usual laxity of disposition; although so 
fickle and variable his humours, the death 
of hifs son left a partial^elancholy and rest¬ 
lessness, that rendered the situation of 
those most about his person irksome and 

c 2 * . 
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unpleasant. The harem had lost its usual 
attractions; and in vain would his old fa¬ 
vourites employ each fascinating allure-' 
inent to win him into cheerfulness. Mon¬ 
rod, an old and faithful officer of the castle, 
was now his chief companion ; well he 
knew the various changes of the caliph’s 
temper, and could make his theme suit his 
fitful mood; and such an ascendency too 
had this honest servant over liis master, 
that lie would utter truths, or give an opi¬ 
nion, that none else would presume to do, 
at the hazard of his life. 

Elmuton, by all his mistresses, had had 
but two sons, Hamman and Felix ; Ham- 
man w^as his favourite, now, alas ! no more; 
Felix had been for some lime banished 
from the presence pf his hither and 
court, wandering an outcast, unsought for, 
uninquired after, yet still, by many per¬ 
sons in power, was he remcmberecf with 
solicitude, and, whm they dared, spoken 
of , with love and anection. The many 
fcould only surmise w^hy he was thus dis- 
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carded; Monrod alone seemed able to pe¬ 
netrate the veil of mystery, and often 
% would hint to the father the necessity and 
justice of seeking and again recalling the 
involuntary fugitive, to fill the sad vacuum 
they now deplored ; but it was a danger¬ 
ous theme to broach; such a fatal anti¬ 
pathy had been rooted in Elmuton’s mind 
—such a tempest would rise in his breast 
at the bare mention of his name, which 
all seemed fearful to awake, lest it should 
prove terrible ere it could subside, so stub¬ 
born run the current of the caliph’s tem¬ 
per, that even the honesty of Monrod 
would seldom attempt to allay it, by openly 
making known the public opinion, and 
shewing the stigma attendant on the sire. 

Sebastian too had not yet been to Cairo, 
though so short the distance from the city, 
and so long the time since the rebellion had 
been* crushed; yet some subterfuge was 
found for his absence; illness, or a lack of 
spirits, to meet Elmtfton, and join in the 
festive scenes, were excuses, that came i 
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so supplicating a manner, that they were 
received by the caliph, and by him de¬ 
plored. At length it was announced, that, 
on the morrow, Sebastian would march 
into the city, with the Mameluke prison¬ 
ers, to be disposed of as Elmuton in his 
judgment should think proper. This 
again was something strange, as Sebastian 
seldom gave himself much trouble on that 
head: to be a captive in the hands of Se¬ 
bastian, and hateful to the caliph, was cause 
sufficient; seldom was execution stayed 
then. 

As Monrod was meditating over the past 
events, and conjuring up inventions for 
something new, to divert the attention of 
Elmuton, that, ere Sebastian should arrive, 
he might accomplish the object he had 
most at heart, that of calling back tl^e 
young prince Felix to favour and power; 
but this Monrod knew would be impos¬ 
sible to be done witiiout Elinuton’s mind 
was divided, or diverted with some new 
|lpccii|rrence; while thus he sat pondering 
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in one of the outer courts of the castle, 
Q^ntrary thoughts occupying his mind, he 
was disturbed by the shuffling and self- 
important gait of Tabel, the chief eunuch 
of the harem guard, a peculiar dwarf, ugly 
even to forbidding; and though accounted 
a privileged fool by those higher in office, 
yet such was his cunning and address, 
when he could gain by it, or serve those 
whom he loved, that Tabel was often 
sought after, and addressed with titles, that 
gave him an importance, which his ap¬ 
pearance demanded not. Mqnrod knew, 
by his manner, he had something pleasing 
to comrnunicate; as he drew near the mat 
on which he was sitting, Ite threw his pre¬ 
posterous turban back off his forehead, if 
a forehead he might be said to have; for 
his eyes stood almost on a level with the 
top of his head; the disease, so common in 
this country, had often severely attacked 
the ocular organs; hair had long since 
ceased to be an inhabitant there, and soj; 
contracted were his eyelids, and so scarifie4| 



32 ORIENTAL WANDERINGS- 

with repeated operations, that the visual 
organs were scarce perceptible; a flat iiv 
dented nosj obtruded itself, and rested on 
an upper lip, of most uncommon dimen¬ 
sions ; liis mouth occupied nearly the half 
circumference of a large head, with long, 
monstrous ears at the extremity; this 
seeming cumbrous member rested on a 
pair of high shoulders, with a protrusion 
of the back and breast; the remaining part 
of his body was fashioned after the same 
manner, making a pile, of hardly to be 
called human mortality, about three feet 
four inches high. With many distortions 
of his body, which he meant as salutations 
to Monrod, and taking from his mouth 
the end of an enormous tobacco-pipe, 
which was twisted in about a dozen coils 
around his arm, he attempted to draw his 
form erect, and place himself in an atti¬ 
tude for speech; unfortunately, at this 
moment, a violent fit of sneezing seized 
Jiim, the exertion of which threw his tur- 
^ban from his bare head, and made him 
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look the oddest being in creation. This 
%vas too much even for the sobriety of 
Monrod’s features, a laugh Reaped from 
him, to the no small discomfiture of the 
little great man. 

P^’or a moment, Tabel bit his lips in an¬ 
ger ; but as he had ever shewn a peculiar 
respect for Monrod, he soon composed his 
choler and his clothes also; then fidgeting 
backwards and forwards m few times, as 
though he had a sudden fit of the cholic, 
or his slippers filled with red hot pease, he 
thus began his harangue.—“ Revered Mon¬ 
rod ! the blessing of the prophet rest on your 
reverend beard! The times—the times 
of late have hung heavy and dark upon 
us, Monrod ; but if I can foretell, or see as 
clearly into events as I ever have done, 
this gloom will sliortly pass away, and we 
shall have a lengthened time of sunshine 
to our spirits, and happiness to our lives.’' 

Amen!” sighed Monrod. “ I wish, 
good Tabel, thou mayest prove a true 
prophet.” 

c 3 
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Our master, God bless him!” replied 
Tabcl, “ has not consulted me of late, as 
he was wont to do; but I am not unmind¬ 
ful of his pleasures and comforts ; well is 
Elmuton assured I have his welfare at 
heart. This—this has been a busy morn- 
with me, seignior Monrod; three hours 
have I been toiling and moiling, in the 
heat of the sun, among those mercenary 
Christians—ha^e done but little to my 
own profit to-day; but it is impossible to 
say to what account it may turn.” 

I believe, Tabel,” said Monrod, “ you 
seldom visit tlie market or quays of Bulac 
without gaining a something. But ^liat 
hast thou done this morning, beside what 
thou gettest in the ordinary way, when 
thou gocst to the quays, or spirit-cellars— 
parts so little frequented by true Mussiil- 
mcn, the dealings there beipg chiefly in 
commodities that are forbidd^r/by our 
prophet’s laws?” 

True, true, good Monrodf’ answered 
T^el; “ what these Christians make use 
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of as common beverage, the Mahometans 
piily dare use as medicine. I have a 
strange infirmity hanging omme, that re¬ 
quires the aid of spirituous liquors to be 
taken occasionally; but however repug¬ 
nant it is to my faith and conscience, ne¬ 
cessity—necessity is the only induceirfent 
that actuates me, good Monrod: but of 
this no more. It is a great pity,” conti¬ 
nued the chatterer, very significantly, and 
taking his seat on the mat by the side of 
Monrod, as standing was evidently too 
great and unpleasant an exertion for a man 
of his consequence, who had done so much 
in one morning—" yes,” he resumed, ‘‘ it 
is a pity Elmuton will not listen to my ' 
advice, and seek some new recreation to 
divert his melancholy thoughts. Public 
business is so much at a stand-still, he in 
it can find but little occupation; if some 
new favourite >now would start up—some 
new mistress to divide his thoughts, we 
might labour to advantage, and our revels 
assume their usual gaiety.” 



36 


ORIENTAL WANDERINGS. 


It is thy peculiar province, Tabel,*’ 
answered Monrod, who, by this time, be-i 
gan to ima^ne he had something to dis¬ 
close, ‘‘ to procure food for thy master’s 
love and pleasures; I think thou hast, of 
late, been unmindful of thy duty.” 

Dost thou think so, indeed ?” said the 
little purveyor of the harem, drawing his 
face into what he supposed to be a smile 
pregnant with meaning—‘‘ dost thou 
think so?—No, no, when Tabel neglects 
his duty, then may honest Monrod find 
fault. 1 have such a treasure now within 
the harem, that I promise myself shall pro¬ 
fit me this pouch full of good gold pieces.” 

These were sounds most pleasant to the 
ears of Monrod, and, in part, lightened his 
heart of a heavy burthen ; but so well he 
knew his man, he durst not ask his full 
meaning at once, therefore carelessly re¬ 
plied—Thou art ever lucky, valiant Ta¬ 
bel.” 

“ Yes, yes,” answered the knight of the 
ladies, if it had been ^o fortunate as the 
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prince Hatnman to have returned alive, 

^vith all his honours on his head, thou 

mightest have called rne lu^y indeed; 

but that is miscarried, so must make the 

best bargain I can, I would not mind 

now giving my gold cimeter, if Elmuton 

would recall the young prince Felix;* I 
^ « 

think I could take it upon me to say, he 
never more should run after Christian 
wenches again.” 

This was the touchstone for Monrod, 
and scarcely could he help betraying his 
emotion at the bare recital of a name so 
dear to him ; he therefore contented him¬ 
self by saying—“ If thou couldst make 
this appear to the caliph, pe?rhaps he might 
consent to the reestablishment of his ba¬ 
nished son.” 

Make it appear!” said Tabel, the 
thing sb^Jl appear for itself. You must 
know, being on the quay the other morn¬ 
ing, in conversation with some wealthy 
merchants and people of consequence, who 
were asking my opinion and advice on di- 
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vers matteijs, my attention was attracted 
by a sale of slaves, that were just unship¬ 
ped, and lately arrived from the Philip¬ 
pines. Conrod, our garden-kee{>er, had 
made some purchases or males from the 
same cargo; one a fine, hand some-looking 
fellow, whom they reported was^of conse¬ 
quence in his own country, became refrac¬ 
tory; but however, the bastinado soon 
made him sensible of his present situation, 
and he silently submitted to liis new mas¬ 
ter. A crowd was collected round a fe¬ 
male, who was making piteous bewailing 
at her change of condition; her appear¬ 
ance struck me,/or she is beautiful beyond 
a compeer—ra’ther too dark; but when 
she has undergone the discipline of the 
harem a short time, and been secluded 
firom the sultry rays of the sun, her com¬ 
plexion will be exquisite; I therefore pur¬ 
chased her at a venture, and she Ls now 
under the care and tuition of the good 
mistress Ayesha, governess of the caliph’s 
ladies.’* 
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“ Thou hast done well in this indeed, 
Tabel/' said Monrod, cautiously; “ the 
reward from thy master will be great; just 
at this time too, when his mind is so per 
plexed with despondency, this acquisition 
will come most opportunely.” 

Tliink not so,” answered Tabel; “ I 
have a more profitable market for her.” 

What,” replied Monrod, somewhat 
warmly, “ art thou mad? Dost thou 
think, when Elmiiton shall hear that thou 
hast disposed of such a jewel to another, 
he will tamely bear the loss ? I would 
not have thee think so. If thou pursuest 
this course, ere another ^eek shall pass 
over our heads, I shall see thee hang dang¬ 
ling in the air, at the topmost pinnacle of 
the seraglLoj food for birds of prey. What, 
hast thou taken leave of thy good senses, 
to act so barefaced a treason ?” 

This much discomposed the little man; 
his lip dropped, and covered his chin, his 
face became pale, and a tremour took pos^ 
session of his whole frame. Luckily, at 
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this moment, a contrary subject occurred, 
to rouse whart little of the man was left in 

* M 

% m 

him. 

Old Ayesha, the governess of the harem, 
Has seen waddling across the court, toward 
where they were sitting. An agitation 
filled out the ugly wrinkles of her .face, 
and swelled it into a form, that spoke she 
had something of importance to commu¬ 
nicate. Tabel’s pigmy eyes caught her on 
the instant; his mouth pouted with sur¬ 
prise, and, with all the activity he was 
master of, sprung u]ion his legs to meet 
her in her errand.—“ My dear, good Ta- 
bel,” said AyesiJja, spluttering, as though 
her mouth was full of scalding ragout, 
and giving her whole frame action to her 
wordvS, “ prepare thy utmost invention— 
summon all thy cunning to thy aid, for 
Elmuton has discovered Zoa, your beauti¬ 
ful «lave, and has fallen desperately in love 
with her at first sight. Fortunately, he 
asked me not how she hither came, but 

< Hiddressed her with all the cour^sy of an 



OEIENTAL WANDERINGS. 41 

affectionate friend; spoke so kin^y—prof¬ 
fered his friendship in such terms, that I 

^ . #• 
• became almost distracted at his condescen¬ 
sion ” 

‘‘ Thou hell-born beldam!” vociferate 
this deformed apology of a man, his cheeks 
reddening at the time, as though they 
would cause a combustion that should an¬ 
nihilate his fiery-tempered frame, “ what 
hast thou done—what hast thou done, thou 

* 

mother of fools ? Did I not bid thee keep 
her from the sight of that amorous old 
goat ? Oh! here is profit enough lost, that 
shouM have purchased half Cairo! Have 

t 

I not been seeking nighty and day, high 
and low, for the discarded] prince Felix, 
that I might get him reinstated, then sell 
him this wench for his first mistress ? and 
now that I have found him, and got him 
secreted, with so much ingenuity, in the 
castle here, till an opportunity shall.fit, 
that I might gain him his father’s forgive¬ 
ness, which I had planned, and brought so 
near to riiiaturity, when thou, thou old har- 
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rid^n, must be meddling, to blast my hopes 
of profit and preferment !’* ^ 

^ These wordJP for a moment, rivetted , 
Monrod to liis seat; his dearest hopes so 
i^shed upon his heart, his speech could 
not find utterance. At length, taking Ta- 
bel by the hand, bade him beware what 
he said, and recollect the public situation 
they now stood in»: this calmed both par¬ 
ties. They then retired to a more se¬ 
cluded part. The time this occupied, 
served to reinstate their perturbed spirits, 
and consult on the best means of settling 
an affair, likely to end in the discomfiture 
of one, or more, concerned in it. ' Monrod 
was made counsellor and adviser. He 
strictly enjoined .secrecy to be observed by 
Ayesha, and threatened the most fatal iton- 
seqiicnces, in case she divulged aught tliat 
had fallen from Tabel. She then retired 
to the duties of her occjipation, and left 
Monrod to turn the little ugly pimp to 
his own account, the best likeliJ;o end in 
hi^i£Sishe.s. 
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He then advised the little frightful figure 

to hence immediately to Elniuton, and em 

• ^ ^ ^ 
deavour to make him bffieve he intended 

Zoa to be presented to him, as soon as his 
spirits would allow, and she had been ini¬ 
tiated into customs more congenial to the 
taste of the caliph; this, he said, w ould 
save him from all appearances of fraud, 
and hold him blamelep. 

This plan so pleas^ the distorted lump, 
and so tickled his fancy, he quite leaped 
for joy, and danced like a baboon in hot 
ashes. 

The next tjonsideration was, what was 
to be done with Felix ? The strings of 
fear that had tied Tabefs tongue being now 
partly ctBt, lie would have chattered for a 
whole day, and proposed a thousand ridi¬ 
culous schemes in succession; but Mon¬ 
rod held the staff, and he was determined 
to be heard. Ifc then desired to be led to 
Felix, and there remain undisturbed, un¬ 
til the %|iph had taken his midday meal; 
in the^piean time, Tabel and Ayesha 
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should SO dispose of Zoa in the balcony, 
or shaded walk, opposite to where Elmu- 
ton should be, that he might occasionally 
have her in his sight; and when the ca¬ 
liph had retired after his refreshment, then 
sh9uld Monrod join him, for the usual 
recreation of chess, or conversation, in the 
golden lattice. 

This was a kind df pavilion, shaded with 
the most choice exotics, where Elmuton 
used to retire, and accessible only to a few 
of his most particular friends and favour¬ 
ites ; one side was impervious nearly, by 
the interwoven branches, leaving an almost 
imperceptible passage. Here he com¬ 
manded Tabel "to attend, in secret, with 
the young prince^ that in case opportunity 
should ®ffer, he might be at hand, and thus 
surprise the father into forgiveness. 

This plan seemed to please Tabel well. 
They were about to retiii^, when the city 
gongs announced the hour of noon: this 
struck' like a knell upon their so lit¬ 
tle did they imagine the day hao^orn so 
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fast away ; and, as a further perplexity, 
Nulak, another of the Ci^le officers, sum¬ 
moned Monrod immediately to the pre¬ 
sence of Elmuton. What was now to be 
done? all must be left to the direction of 
Tabel; yet he was a dangerous conductor 
of a business of so much importance; not 
that his cunning would fail perhaps, but, 
somehow or other, his'^tongue, which was 
none of the smallest,* seemed hung rather 
preternatural, and was continually going, 
except when the oratorical powers were 
suspended, for the purpose of moistening 
it, with the contents of a flat leather bot¬ 
tle, which he seldom missed to carry in 
his waistband; therefore JSlonrod had only 
the opportunity to give him a look ai part¬ 
ing, the meaning of which it was impos¬ 
sible for him to misunderstand, accompa¬ 
nied with this short sentence only—“ Ta¬ 
bel, do your duty.” 

The dwarf replied, with a bow almost 
to the gp|und, which had nigh proved fatal 
to his equilibrium—“ Revered seignior 
Monrod, doubt me not.” 
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Monrod^ow retired, for the purpose of 
attending the c<|iph, with a bosom ovei^- 
flowing with emotions and contending 
passions. Tabel, casting an eye cautiously 
' around, to see if he w^as observed, found it 
necessary to have recourse to his bottle, 
being the only recipe, however repugnant 
to his faith and conscience, for the strange 
infirmity he had the misfortune to labour 
under. As the neck of the flask ap¬ 
proached to salute his lips, he suddenly 
turned from the east^ as if determined to 
cheat Maliomet, and taking two or three 
hasty gulps, replaced the vessel in’its sanc¬ 
tum sanctorum.. Pulling his slippers now 
above his Iieels, and snuffing a copious 
portion of highly-scented snuff, he pro¬ 
ceeded to shake the dust out of the bowl 
of his pipe, which was of carved ivory, and 
beautifully inlaid with gold, forming a 
sphinx of exquisite workmanship; then 
replenishing it with tobacco, strongly im¬ 
pregnated with opium, he impSSfred the 
aid of Horns, and, with the assistance 6f 



ORIENTAL WANDERINGS. 47 

a strong magnifier, soon produqgid the de¬ 
lightful effusion; so, like ^ being of an- 
•other world, took his departure in a cloud. 

During a space of about three hours, 
the young prince Felix had undergone the 
most painful sensations. Tabel had se¬ 
creted him in a kind of cage, a sort of 
strong room, built on the outer wall of 
the harem, and used as a place of restric¬ 
tion for petty offenders, such as came un¬ 
der the immediate jurisdiction of the chief 
eunuch. Althougli some weeks had now 
passed since he was banished from the 
city, still Jt was guessed, by those who 
cherished a love and sincere regard for him, 
that he lingered in the suburbs and vici¬ 
nity; by some too it was known he had 
a strong attachment to the family of a 
wealthy Christian merchant, named Seli- 
niis, which was surmised to be the sum 
and substance of his offending, and for 
which Ins father, the caliph, had discarded 
him. Be^^at as it would, it was the de¬ 
cree of an obstinate and yet a fickle sire. 
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ai)d treas^ for a subject to endeavour to 
disannul. ^ i 

Tabel, with all his faults, follies, or im¬ 


perfections, had many good qualities to set 
his bad ones off. First, he never forgot 
t® repay a service done him, when an op- 
portunity should offer to cancel the debt; 
nor was he extortionate or overbearing to 
his inferiors in office, unless it should come 


under the head of trade, then profit—pro¬ 
fit was Tabel’s grand object. In his call¬ 
ings, he had much to do in the markets of 
Cairo, consequently the traders, in what¬ 
soever way, were known to Ipm. The 
two, young princes^ Hamman and Felix, 
he was most tenderly attaclied to; he had 
been, as may be said, their plaything from 
their earliest iiifancy, and as they grew to 
manhood, he profited considerably by 
their follies and extravagancies. He, from 
the first moment of Felix's bahishment, 


never lost sight of him more than a day 
and night at one time; but although his 
h^ad would have answered for his temerity 
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if he had succoured him, still^ould he, 
through the medium of a^Christian, render 
him much assistance, without even the be¬ 
friended knowing who was his benefactor. 

Tabel, like most other people about El- 
muton, was afraid of Sebastian; his axlstere, 
harsh, and mysterious manners, made him 
avoided, as much as possible, by people in 
subjection to him; even the caliph was 
completely governed by him; but now 
that he was away, and the prince Ham- 
man no more, Tabel thought the present 
a fit opportunity for getting Felix recalled, 
not only* for his own gratification, but it 
being also the wish ^f mpst of those in 
power, who felt conscious the father’s ear 
was abused, and the son injured. 

With this intent, had the little''bonde- 
script been earlier than usual on the look¬ 
out, and had discovered Felix in disguise, 
among the crowds of different nations, as¬ 
sembled on the quays of Bulac, the place 
where the chief mercantile transactions of 
Cairo were carried on. Tabel was a long 

VOL. L D 
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time bef(^ he could make an opportunity 
to speak with his late protegey as Feiix 
had evidently seen him, and was carefully’ 
avoiding an interview; but however the 
dwarf’s eyes had caught him, and he might 
noiAilmost as well have tried to evade the 
pursuit of a bloodhound, when once he 
had been ])ut full upon his track. At 
length he yielded, and was persuaded to 
accompany his old playfellow to the castle, 
as he had something to communicate to 
him, and might rely on the vigilance of 
his conductor that no harm should befall 
him* The little man of consequence had 

secure,*^and was seeking for 
llSnrod, to bef his coadjutor in the busi- 

i, 

ness, when he was fortunate enough to 
find tbfe dbject of his search, as before men¬ 
tioned. Why he did not at once let Mon¬ 
rod know his errand was, not only to shew 
his own importance, but also to magnify 
the transaction in the eyes of the old? sol¬ 
dier, as he did not mean the meeting be¬ 
tween the father and son should take place 
until tte evening, 

Ti hi'' 1 
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CHAPTER III. 


Wan was her cheek; and blancli'd with care, 

'fhe ruse that once had revell’d there; 

And dim the lustre of Jier eyes, 

Where still the frequent tear would rise: 

Tor few hy disappointment pain'd, 

The bitter cup had deeper drain’d. 

Charlotte C. Richardson's Ludolph. 


Monrod was much surprised, as he drew 
near the apartments of the caliph, to find 
an unusual bustle there; the doc^ were 
guarded?as in the time Of revelling, and 
music was heard within the harem. Such 
a sudden aspect bore the face of things, he 
^could scarce believe his senses. The 
morning had dawned, gloomy as they had 
done for some time past; even the gay 
season of the Ramadan had passed over in 
the palace, with as Mttle pomp and gaiety 
as possible, owing to the despondency 

D 2 
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caused by so lamentable a circumstance as 
the untimely death of the beloved princ^. 
No wonder then, such a sudden transition 
should create a surprise. Formerly it 
caused no astonishment, as the capricious 
hulri®^ of ElniLitoifs mind were as 

^ If 

changeable as 4he hues of the camel eon. 
Monrod had been missing since early 

, therefore the duties of his 
filled by the next in com- 


in the morning 

officrtitcfften 


mand: indeed, with such haste were the 
caliph’s orders given, for officers of all dis¬ 
tinction to attend, and so totally unex¬ 
pected by th^^i, that the viceroy’y retinue 
appeared to be;„but half complete. 


Mdni^6d^^;4|ip?tBns, as to thonne^ning 


of .all these tilings, were answered, that the 


caliph ,%^^ |ntertaining a new female fa- 
vourijle'; tfte|efore joined in his ocou^ 
pation, with ^ heart somewhat gladdened^ 
in the confirmatibn of old Ayesha’s report. 
Indeed, it is to be presumed, all the parti¬ 
culars of this new adfentiire would have 
been communicated by that lady, had it 
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iK)t been for the passionate and vehement 
^ttack, made so unceremoniously by Ta- 
bei. The torrent of abuse bestowed on 
the old governante, by this little neither 
he nor she thing in power, had quite up¬ 
set her reasoning faculties, as to or 

wherefores; shb therefore gladl|^^ade 
her escape, without entering into all 
the et cceteras attending such a circum- 
stance. , 

Tabel, as passing to the abode of Felix, 

ih 

heard what was going on within the ha¬ 
rem, This was too ituich. What—any 
thing new or particular transpiring, and 
he, the major-domo, not made acquainted 
with it? impossible! However, it must 
be looked into; his consequence was at 
stake; that was quite spui* st^ffi<4ent to 
accelerate his motions. He bad’seine dis- 
tance to go, so complex are the 
buildings for the OttomaiLdespots, With 
intricate windings, tound, square, and oc- 
tagon eburts, flights of steps, narrow pas¬ 
sages, &c. , , * 
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The little officer found himself rather 
ih an unpleasant heat, when he arrived at 
the next chamber to the presence. After 
learning some particulars, and rinsing his 
head, face, neck, and hands, in a large 
sculp fa^ ed white marble bowl of strongly- 
perfumed water, he attired himself in his 
robe of office, which was a pelisse of fine 
quilted yellow sifk, profusely wrought 
with gold arid silver, drawn close at the 
bottom of the back, and reaching to the 
ground, a turban to match, with a rich 
heron plume, and large crescent, gor¬ 
geously sparkling with gems; a massive 
gold cimeter he held across his breast, the 
scabbard of which was suspended at his 
side by a heavy gold chain, dragging on 
thfe ground, and making a rattling, to ter¬ 
rify by-standers, not much unlike an 

-guardsman, when duty in 
of a meeting of Radicals. 

Thus accoutred, he sneaked into the 
presence, like a boy who had skulked be- 
yond his school-hour. Here he found El- 


Engmh life 
the ^cinity 
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muton, surrounded by his eunuch guards, 
seated on a splendid ottoman, with the 
beautiful Zoa at his side. 

It appears Ayesha had taken her charge 
to the baths, contrary to Tabel’s orders, 
and, on her return, had unexpectedly en¬ 
countered the caliph, who was inlfcdi- 
ately smitten Mdth her appearance. Aye¬ 
sha had not yet overiqpme the scruples of 
her new-made victim, so as to prevail on 
her to adopt the manners, customs, and 
habiliments of the harem; therefore she 
was something entirely new to Elmuton, 
and the more likely to captivate him. 
Her flovCing, jetty hair, hung in ringlets, 
to her waist, parted over a, forehead of the 
finest cast; her complexion was r bru¬ 
nette, her figure commanding, and her 
mien majestic. Her loose robe, that en* 
veloped her form, hung somewhat disor¬ 
dered, owing to the rough treatment she 
had lately been forced to endure; the sad 
thoughts that filled her mind, on the 
change pf her si||iation; torn from those 
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her soul so fondly loved, separated from 
her dearest ties of nature and affection, 
lost, for ever, to her native land and home— 
all these thoughts, borne without the out¬ 
ward shew, and excess of lamentations, 
gave her countenance the contour of sub- 
limitlSI^ and abashed the rude gaze of idle 
curiosity. * 

Elmuton saw, and loved her; he led 
her, with kind courtesy, to the octagon 
saloon, the place where he used to take his 
noon refreshments, and be diverted with 
various entertainments. Here founta)ins 
of different-coloured waters played on 
every side, impregnating the surrounding 
air with sweet ^fragrance, rendering the 
abode cool and refreshing—here the fasci¬ 
nating sounds of soft, love-creating nausic, 
were heard, while the performers were 
screened from the eye by thin transparen¬ 
cies, emblematic of the softer passions. 
On the floor tripped dancing girls, on the 
light fantastic toe, and, by tilSrns, the buf¬ 
foon Eunuch dwarfs 'distorted the risible 
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features, by their ridiculous foolery. Choice 
viands and sweetmeats were presented in 
profusion, to tempt the appetite. ^ Still 
was Zoa, unmoved by all, reserved; yet 
gracefully she acknowledged the attentions 
of the caliph. The ladies of the j^rem 
passed and rcpassec|, in all the gaudy pomp 
of the east, making their salutations to the 
caliph, who seemed insensible to all save 
Zoa. 

At length, Elmuton, not wishing to 
render himself obnoxious by over assidu¬ 
ousness, with many respectful caresses, re¬ 
signed tjie beautiful stranger to the care 
of Ayesha; then dismissing his attendants 
and w^omen to the seclusicwi of the harem, 
the doors were thrown o^pen, for the ad¬ 
mittance of those who were not permitted 
further than the antichamber, during the 
private amusements of their master. 

Monrod was the first to enter; for more 
reasons than n^ne, he was well aware he 
should be summoned to attend Elmuton, 
for his more seduded recreations; he 

d3 
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therefore wished, once to ^ve Tabel 
a hint on the momentous mattetthey h£(d 
in coiltemplation. As the caliph retired, 
he gave a signal to Mohrod to "follow; 
this, however, the old soldier preteii^ed 
not W observe, as he had not yet been able 
to encounter the greatwnan of the dwarfs. 

As the viceroy l^d now withdrawn, the 
numerous assemblage began to disperse. 
Monrod’s agitation was so great, he was 
totally unfit for the task he had assigned 
himself, and also for the presence of his 
mas^ar. |Vhile he was thus meditating 
an'lntcu^, or despairing of the scheme he 
bad so dearly cherished, his eyes caught 
one being, wdio gave him great uneasiness; 
in a corner of the saloon lay the brandy- 
tippling Tabel, fast wrapped in the arms 
of Morpheus; and now, tliat the place had 
become hushed from the clamour atten¬ 
dant on a crowded room, the tones of his 
nasal organs vibrated to the^ery roof, and 
sounded doleful discord. This was too 
miiic]^ for the bearing of Monrod; he, in a 
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city begins to stir at this long apathy, and 
e&ch rude faction may look with boldness 
up ” 

To which Elmuton replied—Alas, 
god^ jSiloUrod! the people’s idol, and my 
sdplVpi*oudest hope, both—both atl^o»ce 
destroyed—and trii&, as thou sayest, mys¬ 
teriously !—Oh, holy prophet, avenge so 
black a deed!—But, tell me, can busy 
conjecture no one point out, who thus 
with sorrow filled our cup so full? What 
Meansnfhy silence? Come, old honesty, 
thy blimtncss, that hatli so 
offence to mine ear, now let passagermWST 
most free thy tongue uncijrb, and let me 
hear the world’s worst sayitig ?” 

“ The world,” answered Monrod—the 
world’s only saying, is muiijer—a black, 
a damned murder! but, on the morrow, 
your friend Sebastian will return to you; 
may he answer more! It was Sebastian 
had this sacrdfl charge—let him account. 
Beneath his tent he slept, so careful was 
he; no task, though never so mean, but 
for him would he perform.” 
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Elmuton answered to this sarcasm ra¬ 
ther warmly —“ Monrod, thou likest nat 
Sebastian—but I would have thee believe 
him honest, for honest 1 am sure he is; 
in all his counsels he has been most just, 

and in state will I henceforward hold him 
% 

as my second self.” 

This somewhat staggered the old vete¬ 
ran ; but still he was not subdued: to speak 
now what his private sentiments were, 
would only tend to mar his project; he 
tlierefore became mute on that head, and, 
with tears of sincerity, deplored the lo^ 
of a successor in a direct line. TJie caliph 
sighed, and sat pensive. The time was 
wasting, and ^lonrod now determined, at 
all risks, to mention the calling back of 
tlio prince Pejix; therefore, as a pretext, 
inquired wh^ii the'viceroy would hold a 
court, as the citizens had a prayer of much 
importance to lay at his feet. 

Elmuton inquired, in a careless manner, 
if he knew its purport ? 

Monrad answered in the affirmative. 
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but liesitating, purposely to raise an anxie¬ 
ty, which the caliph perceiving, command¬ 
ed him at once to speak. 

“ If you command,” was the reply, ** it 
is my duty to obey, whatever chance I 
run to gain your anger. It is,” said he, 

the public wish, that you should call the 
prince Felix back the honours due to 
him. His mind is gentle, and his virtues 
tried; your true son, and worthy such a 
father.” 

Here Elmuton darted a look of unutter-^ 
able fury on Monrod; his eyes, flashing 
vengeance, he fixed frightfully on his offi¬ 
cer; starting from his half-reclining pos¬ 
ture, he griped Jiis daggery as if prepar¬ 
ing to plunge it in the breast of Morkrod, 
who instantly bared his bospm, and ex-^* 
dimmed—‘‘ Stijke! strike! , Old honesty 
is weary of his burthen; and now that 
iny last w^ords were truth, send me quick¬ 
ly to the heaven of all perfection, lest I 
longer live to blush at thy ingratitude. I 
fear thee not, Elmuton,” he continued; 
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“ thou hast commanded me to speak, tliere- 
fore shall not complain of disobedience, 1 
repeat, in the name of the prophet, by , 
the holy reverence of his beard, I declare 
to thy face, thou doest wrong to Felix. 
Elmuton, I have served ye long and faith¬ 
fully, bled for ye, prayed for ye—and ra- 
ther would I this old heart should be taken 
piecfemeal from this withered trunk, and 
scattered to the many winds, than I would 
live to see the finger of scorn point at ye, 
and cry, fie, fie upon ye !*’ 

This strong asseveration of love and 
duty petrified the caliph; ho gazed, his 
lips extended, and arm uplifted, and, as a 
fearful statue fioced, he remained motion- 

f 

less. 

• Monrod followed up lus attack.—“ I 
pity thee,” he cried—“ I pity tliec', from 
iTjy soul; by all my hopes of hereafter, I 
pity thee, Elmuton! thy heart, and all 
thy senses, have been abused; some devil 
—some incarnate monster, has poisoned thy 
better self—ruined thy son—and left thee, 



ORIENTAL WANDERINGS. 67 

a lasting memento of shame, for after ages 
to blush at.” 

„ “ Oh, prophet of my fathers!” exclaim- 
cd the caliph, “ torture me not thus; have 
I not cause enough to hate the boy Felix? 
has he not even stepped in between my 
arm and justice? has he not often as- 
siiaged my wrath, so held me up as the 
monument of scorn and mockery ?” 

“ Never, never,” said Monrod; never, 
but as you have been told. Walk through 
Cairo’s streets, and hear the prayers for his^ii 
welfare, and lamentationSifor his mishap; 
behold the many that are living happy, a 
blessing to their offspring, that long ere 
this, had it not been for ^Felicc^ would 
have fallen beneath the anger of thy judg¬ 
ment, when petulance and fraud have’ 
abused thy councils. You do the boy 
much wrong, to hold him thus; his heart 
to mercy ever was awake; I have known 
in him such deeds as angels would ap¬ 
prove, and all good men applaud.” 

“ Has he not,” said Elmuton, almost 
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f 

choking with contrary emotions—“ has 

he not revelled with Christians ?—mixed 

« 

with my direst hate, and disregarded my, 
decrees?—been absent when hooded trea¬ 
chery lurked about our streets, and mys¬ 
terious meetings filled each true and loyal 
Mussulman with fear and doubt, so stamp¬ 
ed distrust upon his very front and bear¬ 
ing ?” 

So thy ears liave been filled,” replied 
Moprod.—“ Oh, calumny ! thou bane of 
|Society! 


Calumny, the (iarK^e^t nork of hell— 

The inastcr])lece of Hecate^s (iamned art, 

Wh oe’er so fair shall miss its poison’d shaft ? 

In devils’ dogs the venom is imbu’d, 

ID ^ 7 

And none but knpious fiends direct the holt. 

I knew a man, ji^ood, to most men’s views, 
That all his neighbours would hold him lionest. 

A friend he serv’d, and with good woildly care, 
And many weighty favours, held him debtor. 

But on some weak pretence, tins friend turn’d foe, 
And with subtle iiuiendos dropt. 

And poison’d hints, charg’d well the gossip’s ear; 
'J’heu, witli surmises dark and distant. 

Thus, with scandal, held his conversation— 

* Til? sad, ’tis pity; I hear Tis so and so; 
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Tis true, I think ; yet, ; we may heai more, 
wibh I could not think on’t; he was my friend; 

^ But heed it not, nor Jet it fuithcr p<iss ’ 

Thus, like a villain, did he stab Ins friend, 

And left him, like the hapless, wounded dec? ^ 

Amidst his fcdloas, jiitiless, to fall.” 

Elmutoii stood, as pondering, and an¬ 
swered not; when Monrod continued 
thus— 

“ Tis no matter; rrxan, in whatsoever state, 

Will find the world to he the woild in all; 

To-day, like a fair llo.v’r, with fiagrance sweet, 

Its beauty captivates, its power cliarrns, 

And each beholder wonders at the work ; 

A daik and stormy inj^ht, unlook’d for, comes, 
Destroys title sweetness, and tlie blossom blij;Jits; 
To-morrow sees it, disrcj^ardcd, spurn’tJ, 

Or {i;alher\i by some plebeian hanu 
To beat the pottage for a beggar’' dish.*^ 

What wouldst thou insinuate ?” re¬ 
plied Elmuton, sarcastically; has he not 
been watched, and secretly discovered 
hordeing with Christians ? Has he not eat, 
drank, laughed, and perhaps worshipped 
with th^ ? Has he not even sued me 
to wed one of their fair-looking devils? 
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Wouldst thou hav^ me mingle my own 
blood with recreant dogs in holy wed¬ 
lock ?” 

That he loved the fair Christrto maid, 
the merchant’s daughter, I believe,” said 
Monrod; but you do forget the amorous 
blood of youth, who, when beauty capti¬ 
vates the senses, too often forgets the,path 
of rectitude, and sees no danger, until the 
object is won. But was that a fault of 
magnitude sufficient that you should ba¬ 
nish him for ever from your heart, his 
home, and all that is dear, to w^ander as a 
vagabond beggar, and an outcast ?—to 
seek his bread among your enemies ?—to 
ask charity ctf those you hate ? Is it be- 
, coming the dignity of the great caliph of 
Cairo? By the propli^gt’s shade, the 
shame is on thy head, Elmuton, and the 
triumph thine enemy’s!” 

Here Elmuton’s head dropped on his 
bosom; a tear glistened in his long, thick 
eyelashes, struggling to be released, 
^^onrod’s heart palpitated; he looked 
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around, and saw not Tabel nor Felix: he 

ft * 

was approaching towards liis master, for 
•the purpose of taking his hand, and fall- 
ing on Ins knees, humbly to solicit one 
short interview for his outcast, wandering 
son, in case he should be found, when, 
just at the critical moment, a sudden fall 
and most discordant noise was heard at 
hand. 

Tabel had been watching and dodging 
for a fit opportunity to let Monrod know 
of his punctuality, when on tiptoe, and 
leaning over a beautiful pedestal of porcc- 
lainc, his‘foot slipped, and brought his 
whole weight prostrate on a large favou¬ 
rite dog that was sleeping On a mat at the 
base. This broke the reverie of the<:aliph, 
and demanded the exertions of all parties. 

The enfuriated animal, writhing with 
pain, and his shaggy coat erect with anger 
and sudden surprise, had seized on the 
object of his discomfiture, and was shakuig 
him, as<«ur common curs would mangle a 
half-killed hew, when Monrod sepanited 
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him from his victim, who instantly sprung 
upon his legs, and presented a spectacle 
most perfect to form tragedy and corned)^ 
combined. 

Whether from the rough treatment of 
the four-footed gentleman, or the force of 
the fall, poor Tabel’s face streamed with 
crimson flow. Speech from him, just then, 
was quite out of the question; he had 
enough to do to wipe his half-stopped 
gory mouth with the back of his hand, 
and gaze horribly on tlie stained extremi¬ 
ty, until a fresh torrent demanded a repe¬ 
tition of the act. This, however, did not 
many times require to be repeated; feite, 
in so many sh^ipes, appearing before him, 
chilled the current, and life returned, as 
it were, as the blood disappeared : first as¬ 
certaining that the caniiie cause of his 
trouble was secured, the biped was the next 
gr^nd consideration. At Monrod he looked 
^ tj^ousand questions; but as the old sol- 
diet' knew his cunning seldom failed him, 
h^llJ^ely smiled on his woful appear* 
i®!|fevand turned away. 
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This gave the little ragamuffin some 
courage; he therefore, bowing for a time 
iike an automaton Chinese mandarin fi¬ 
gure iri a tea-shop window, thus broke 
silence—Mighty prince, caliph, viceroy, 
representative of the supreme and irai>e- 
rial sultan, sun of the earth, and glory of 
the world, descendant of the great pro¬ 
phet Mahomet, deign to pardon the un¬ 
ceremonious intrusion of your most hum¬ 
ble and unworthy slave; but having 
known you, in your mighty condescen¬ 
sion, have vouchsafed to glance an eye of 
approbation on a female slave brought by 
me, the humblest of your vassals, made 
me bold to venture on your privacy, to 
know if any commands, touching the ob¬ 
ject of your attention, was needful, tliere- 
by to add to your illustrious comfort; but, 
unfortunately treading on the tender paw 
of your dumb companion, as I ventui;ed 
into your presence, and so raising his 
ger, I am thus rendered unfit to 
with all becoming decorum, before 

VOL. I. E 
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mightiness: but pardon, sire, my uncom¬ 
fortable plight, and, with your usual eje- 
mency, liovvii not on my over-assiduous< 
attentions to my duty.” ^ 

Go, go, thou officious fool!” answered 

^1 

Ejmuton, “ and learn thy duty better to 
my dog, lest I let him break his morrow’s 
fast on thy deformed carcase.” 

Saying' this, he turned awaj^i and left 
the little crest fallen, ragged rascal to make 
]\lonrod sensible, by signs and gestures, 
that Felix was at hand;,then, as if wish- 
ihg to make good his escape, he looked 
cautiously around, to ascertain Ijis shaggy 
‘antagonist was secure, and scampered off, 
like an animaied Guy Faivkes^ on the 
fifth of November, at the sight of a b6%^ 

fire^ 

This quite discomposed the former do¬ 
ings of Monrod; but the object of his 
greatest care was now on the brink that 
wa^Yor ever to mar or make. He knew 
^0t%ow to act; to attack agilin at the part 
oflF at, was impossible; therefofe 
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making toward the caliph, with all due 
reverence, he thus commenced—Elmu- 
*ton, thou haist often said I have been to 
thee a faithful servant—I, without ego¬ 
tism, avow it. The silver frost of time 
has whitened my beard in thy service, afid 
the short remaining days I may have now 
to count, I fain would spend in rest and 
prayer. T have ever done my duty ho¬ 
nestly to man, and I fear not my account 
with my Ood. The earlier tide of life I 
‘ ran raoi'C rough thaii smooth; but it was 
a soldier’s hazard, and I do not repine; 1 
cannot ncfw weather a storm as I used to 
do, and yet my spirit is too proud to yield ; 
for old age, perhaps that is wrong; I can¬ 
not help it, but I can avoid it.” • 

What storm hast thou to fear, my 
good old man,” said the caliph, somewhat 
concerned, “ that I cannot be thy shield'^ 
and shelter ?” 

«It is I that can no longer be a shM4 
for thy use,” replied the veteran; “ besrae, 

1 do forebode much dissension and 

£ 2 
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plexity. This castle, that has, at times, 
been so long my home, has lost its wonted 
attractions ; strangers and upstarts usurp' 
a power and ascendancy that make it irk¬ 
some to my time; there|bre, receive ray 
sword, Elmuton; I resign it Into thy 
hands, uncorrupted by rapine, and un¬ 
stained with fraud or malice.” 

By the prophet’s shade, Mc^od,” an¬ 
swered the viceroy, “ what is thy mean¬ 
ing ? Thou w ouldst not leave me, man ?” 

WhaV’ said Moiirod, “ should 1 stop 
for?—stop until to-morrow, to have iny 
trusty sword wrested from me* by a new 
favourite of my master, and be driven 
forth another Wanderer, to add to the ca- 
Jtalogue of disgrace! Said ye not, Sebas-< 
tian should ever be your second self, and 
next supreme in power ? Dost thou think, 
Blmuton, thy old, hoary-bearded veterans 
and followers will bear the taunts and gibes 
of a fortunate adventurer, come from no 


OM* knows where—raised to power by 
ft^'jjiSoldiers’ yoiee, and credulity of a tilK) 
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kind masteif ? Dost thou think true and 
faithful Mussulmen will be ruled by toi 
^apostate — one who forswor® his holy 
thinki^gj Only to gain his ambitious ends? 
N6, no, Elmuton; deceive thyself no 
longer. It is time, the troopers hail him 
with acclamations; led on by his sangui¬ 
nary career, they enrich themselves with 
spoil,. g^ered in blood, and bask in the 
deludin^unshine of a victor’s glory. Your 
weary cntizens are groaning beneath the 
weight of war and tumult, and your true 
friends* blush at wh^ is doing. ' Yes, 
Elmuton, we must and shall part. Yet I 
had hope^, ere I had retired from a world 
I have not disgraced, to Ij^^e seen thee 
make thy people happy, and blessed their 
prayers, by giving thy son to be their 
wished-for ruler; but all is past, and I 
have done. Yes, yes; I will spare this 
old heart the bleeding pang of seeing my 
long-served master outlive his subjects’ 
love, and be made the tool of designing 
knaves.” 
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Here Elinuton was more ovQjSrcome than 
ever his faithful companion had Witnessed 
before. ' 

After some time spent in silence. Mon¬ 
rod placed his sword and dirk at his pen¬ 
sive master’s feet, took hk hand, pressed 
it ‘affectionately on his breast, and was 
leaving the pavilion. 

This was too much for the caliph, who 
exclaimed, in an agony—“ Old man, do 
with me as thou wilt; search for my poor 
boy, and I will shew mercy.” 

jNIonrod again took his master’s hand 
with a holy fervency, and, pointing high 
to the east, impressively spoke thus:— 


** Mercy, llie srcalc^t attriluilo of Heaven —■ 
Sent, b) the puH-r aiiL'cU, fiom alxixe^ 
nuikc men kimlred angels licro below !’' 


Elmuton threw himself on a couch, and, 
burying his face in his hands, seemed lost 
in inward communion. Now, now was 
the opportunity, or never ; Monrod glided 
to the passage in the grove, but soon re-» 
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turned, leading Felix, treading so lightly 
the flooi^no sound was heard, save now and 
^then a heartfelt sigh from the fiitlier. Felix 
was S 4 .dly disguised; a tattered garment 
hung loosely on his person; his face had be- 
comemore pallid than usual; although so 
altered, still a benignity lived in his coun¬ 
tenance, that made him at once look the 
object o|^^ove and commiseration. 
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CHAPTER IV. 


Believe me, prince, tho' hard ^ conquer love, 

' J'is easy to divert and break its force ; 

Absence mijiht cure it, or a second mistress 
Light up another ilaiue, and put out this* Cato. 


Tabel had not time to assist his young 
prince with garments proper for the occa¬ 
sion, or {Scarcely to make him acquainted 
with what was scheming for his future 
welfare; a few hasty words from his little 
conductor was all the preparation lie bad 
for so trying aq interview. Instead.of 
throwing himself into the.arms of his old 
friend Monrod at^ first meeting, and say¬ 
ing a thousand tender things, silence per¬ 
force was strictly to be obse^'vcd, and one 
short, mutual embrace was substituted for 
all the endearing Words natural to such 
friends, who had been so long and so cru- 
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elly separated. When Felix beheld his 
father in such a situation, his feelings over* 
•powered him, and he was nigh sinking to 
the earth; but Monrod, with the sincere 
affection of a true friend, gave him an en* 
ergetic pressure of the hand, and him 
to the side of the couch where Elmufon 
lay, and then retired to a short distance. 

ii. 

For a time the poor youth stood, as in¬ 
capacitated from all but the natural funo 
tions of life; at length, as made bold by 
innocence, yet not unmindful of his dutyi, 
he fell on his knees, and pathetically ex# 
claimed—*^ My father !*’ 

Elmuton, as though aVoice from the 
tomb had sounded in his ear, started from 
his recumbent posture, and, resting on one 
knee, met the features of his son face 
face. The colour instantly fled his cl^eeks 
*—a tremour seized upon his whole frame 
—bis lips quivered—he attempted to 
speak, but in vain, a groan only burst 
from his agitated bosom—-and be would 
have fallen, had not his son caught him 

£ 3 



82 ORIENTAL WANDERINGS. 

* 

in his arms, with an exertion that seemed 
to summon his whole strength ; he turned 
his head aside* 

Felix now became dreadfully alarmed ; 
he feared the hand of death was on his sire, 
and, with a convulsive sob and painful 
emotion, exclaimed—‘‘ Oh, my father! 
my dear father!” 

Elmuton evidently struggled hard with 
his feedings ; such an inward contest spoke 
in every limb and feature, it would have 
moved the most obdurate heart. But 
however severe the trial for his old and 
confident officer, still lie knew the temper 
of the object of liis solicitude so wcW^ he 
was determined ,to abide the consequences, 
liowcver alarming they might at present 
appear. After a s^^rong effort, the caliph 
disengaged himself from his son, and, mo¬ 
tioning with his hand several times, with- 
out turning his face, he articulated— 
Leave me—leave me, Felix ” 

The son was about to comply, when 
Elmuton caught him by his vestment; 
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and surveying him with an indescribable 
mixture of pity, parental solicitude, and 
^ astonishment, a struggling and lialf-disen- 
gaged tear suspended in his eye, he fal- 
teringly exclaimed—“ Poor fcoy ! I did 
not expect to see thee thus. Hast lin¬ 
gered near me long, thou altered thing— 
thou poor resemblance of my once bloom¬ 
ing youth ?” 

Felix having recovered his alarm witli 
his father’s resuscitation, now replied, witli 
a becoming fortitude, thus—‘‘ Within 
the city and its suburbs—further I have 
not strayed. JSly love and duty, so strong 
they stifl live within my breast, forbade 
my wanderings. Your person I have 
often seen, and by so doing have some 
comfort found, as passing crowds woi^ld 
greet thee in their love, and 1, in true af¬ 
fection, cried—' Amen !” 

** Poor boy,” said the father, emphati¬ 
cally, rise, rise, and live for ever in rny 
heart!” Then taking a full survey of him, 
continued, with a sigh—“ This sad gear 
but ill befits the son of Elmliton.” 
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** It suits him best,” said M^nrod, ap¬ 
proaching—it suits him best; the robe 
of power, once so tarnished, must eveV 
hang heavy on the shoulders of the wearer, 
and but chafes the wound time can sel¬ 
dom heal.” 

The caliph took this smart rebuke of 
the old soldier; but replying not to it, 
continued thus to Felix—“ Where, for 
this time past, Last thou shelter found ?” 

His son answered—‘‘ As fickle has been 
my biding, as the unsettled sand, driven 
by the turbulent winds. My old compa¬ 
nions, who in prosperity so often shared 
my purse, or those that ow'ed me* obliga¬ 
tions weighty, in fearful silence would* 
turn aside—or, (n commiseration, others- 
wQuld cast an eye of pity, yet feared to 
help one under such mighty displeasure. 
One dreadful night, when searching winds, 
and care my strength consumed, by want 
worn down, and shelterless my head ex¬ 
posed 1 lay, even the heavens seemed to 
mock my wo, Selinus^ the good C|}iristian 
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merchant, ^oimd me in this woful plight, 
insensible even to my wretchedness, and 
^lost to my own calamity.” " 

Elmuton at this reddened with rage, 
and, with some petalance, answered—* 
“ Rather would I you had perished, than 
been so succoured by these hated slaves!” 

‘‘Your slaves!” said Monrod—“ your 
slaves they are not, nor your subjects they; 
but, by thus doing, their charity have 
shewn.” 

Each time tlie blunt old soldier spoke 
seemed to give fresh confidence to the 
youth, who commenced in the same strain. 
—‘‘ Thus the Christian bore me to his 
home, grieving much to the unofFend<^ 
ing one so lost; with parental care so che;;^ 
rished me—with such tender solicitude sd 
watched and supplied my every want, and 
pouring the balm of friendship into my 
wounded spirits, I forgot my woes, and 
thought all men were just.” 

The caliph now became extremely agi¬ 
tated, and with a warmth that somewhat 
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alarmed his son, he said—“ fThese vile 
Christians hold niy direst hate! thy mo- 
tlicr—mark boy—thy mother was a 

Christian! by spells, and cursed incanta.. 
tions, she once held my love and adora- 
tioy; but she was cursed, and died at thy 
birth. Now mark me well—from this 
hour, upon thy life—uj)on the angry ven¬ 
geance of my soul, if, from this hour, you 
^act, think, or speak, with these fell dogs, 
my curses light on thee, and dark perdi¬ 
tion follow 

Felix was now in turn shockingly dis¬ 
turbed; his Ipiees shook, his lips quiver¬ 
ed, and with much difficulty articulated— 

Hear me, my.fatlier, in mercy hear meT 
%. The viceroy, as though he would inves¬ 
tigate the hidden resources of his son’s in¬ 
most bosom, continued, in a rapid strain 
of volubility—This woman too—this 
old Selinus’s daughter, hast thou seen her 
too? Oh! it was a trick, it was magic, 
they have cast about, to lure, and catch 
thee—bind thee by their spells; they once 
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so far their^ cursed practice put, that made 
ve mad enoimh to ask of me to wed this 
»fair enchanting devil. IPthou dost so 
much lust after this $ame wench, I would 
have thee piireliase her, and sate thy 
appetite; a good round sum will car^Gel 
witli the father, preserve thy faith, apd 
make peace with me.” 

At this diabolical avowal of wickedness, 
Monrod could scarce retain liis temper:'^ 
his hand involuntarily sought his dagger; 
but to subdue and bide his emotion, he 
turned away, and paced the apartment. 

Felix ,was so stupified ai;d overcome, 
he could not reply, whicli Fhnuton con¬ 
jecturing to arise from anotjier cause, again 
commenced speech with ^additional vehen^ 
mencc.—“ Ha, dost thou hesitate? I will 
have thee know me, boy—if thou dost 
further in this step than this, I will curse 
thee, and on thee be tlic Christiarfs blood!” 

The poor youth was now quite subdued. 
Dropping on his knees, and dinging to 
his father’s robe, he exclaimc4, in a trans- 
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port of agony—“ Mercy, great |>aliph! oh, 
in mei*cy, keep ,ft v vengeance but froip 
them ! I swearl will no more than what 
I have!” 

Elmuton, fixing his eyes sternly on him, 
ansyv'ered—“ Look to it, now thou know- 
est my fixed resolves! Compose thyself 
to thy proper duty, and at evening meet 
me.” He was now retiring; but turning 
Ihort at the door of the arbour, again giv¬ 
ing his son a look of mixed anger and 
pity, exclaimed—" Felix, remember my 
resolves, and thy duty !” He then passed 
the avenue leading to the harem,^ and dis¬ 
appeared. 

'Monrod now .approached the still-pros¬ 
trate and confounded youth, who, raising 
his eyes on his old benefaictor, burst into 
a flood of tears, and exclaimed—“ My 
friend! oh, my friend!” 

The veteran, greatly affected at the si¬ 
tuation of his youthful prince, led him to 
a couch, and, in a conciliating tone of 
voice, said—" Come, come, arouse—bestir 
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thee now, for we have much to do, ere 
another day shall gala itf breathing time. 
jn mistake not, to-mSrriw’s sun will 
light a serpent on its way hither; we must 
be armed in mail, to avoid its sting and 
venom." 

What mean ye, my best friend?” an¬ 
swered Felix, with sudden surprise. 

I mean,” said Monrod, “ that which 
I fear was ever thy bane—I mean Sebas¬ 
tian ; to-morrow he returns to full power, 
and the undisturbed confidence of Elmu- 
ton. Thy father’s mind, my prince,” he 
continued, is fickle and imbecile, and on 
his weakest parts too easy played. With 
such a net has this sycophant so entwined 
him, that honesty, as powerful as it is, can 
yet not break a mesh. Thy brother’s 
murder is, to most, mysterious—not so 
much to me, perhaps. You had not long 
been driven from the castle, when the Ma¬ 
melukes rose strong in rebellion, and took 
their stand on a plain, some days march or 
60 from this; Sebastian, with the city 
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troopers, was ordered to quell the insur¬ 
rection ; but creche went, he so impor- 
tuned to havo'the young prince llainrnan* 
witli Iiim, and so pressed upon the youth 
liimself to go, that he might thus com¬ 
mence his life of war, J saw more than 

f 

love or duty in his importunities. The 
rebels soon were quelled ; the night guards 
and watch were set; Sebastian and your 
brotlier in one tent slept, when on the eve 
of their returning borne, young Hamman 
was barbarously inumered; no stranger 
there was seen—no sound was heard—one 
stab alone had nearly twained his heart; 
however, some stir was made; but nought 

discovered of l^he assassin. After a time 

« ' * 

was passed, the* sentinel on duty on the 
fatal night was missing; suspicion fell on 
him; the troops were hurried home, and 
thus inquiry dropped.’’ 

Felix, for a time, was lost in thought. 
At length he answered, saying—“ But tell 
me, good Monrod, what thinks my father ?” 

When thus the old soldier spoke—I 
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know not lus thoughts, further than that 
nought against Sebastia^vill he hear; in 
.virtue he holds him, hav1ng»equa] none.” 

Tlie young prince taking the liand of 
Monrocl, and looking earnestly in hi.s face, 
with sincere affection said—“ Oh, how 
blind he is when thou art bv 1 But I have 
tl)at to tell thee, will stagger th)^ belief, 
and put thy duty to a trying test.” 

lie was about to ])roceed, when they 
were interrupted by Tabel, followed by 
two slaves bearing a large cliest. After 
entering the pavilion, and placing their 
burthen near a couch, he dismissed them, 
in a tone of authority: then turning to 
Felix, and placing bis hands to his head/ 
bowed tlirice to the groin/d; after twist¬ 
ing his body and shoulders, as though he* 
would place every member in a proper 
position, thus commenced—“ Illustrious 
prince, pardon my lack of duty, in hiirry- 
ing you so unceremoniously to castle 
royal this morning, and confining, for a 
time, your sacred person; but the thoughts 
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of the future galloping, as I m^y say, over 
the present considerations, whirled me in¬ 
to such a vortex of perplexity, as rendered, 
me regardless and neglectful of your wants; 
but meeting your august parent, whom 
the prophet save! as he retired from, I 
hope I may say, the late happy interview 
with you, he was pleased to condescend 
to command your most humble vassal to 
wait on you, with garments and habili¬ 
ments becoming your exalted rank; there¬ 
fore, ever happy to sirve so amiable and 
worthy a personage, I have effused to be 
brought hither what, in my humble 
thoughts,jpaay be needful for your conve- 
FJence and brnatflent.’* ^ 

** I thank thee, wotthy Isabel, for all 
the services you have rendered me,” an¬ 
swered Felix, ‘‘ and shall not be unmind- 

I ^ 

T ful of a reward, due to the hazards you 
have encountered for my welfare; thou 
hast known me from an infant, and, I be¬ 
lieve, never found me ungrateful.” 

As for that,” replied the man of many 
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offices, “ I i\m in duty bound to serve you 
ev^r, which service,” continued he, shall 
"still be but as my pastime.” 

With this he began to display the con¬ 
tents of the chest, and sort out the most 


costly suit for present use; and the while 
he was assisting his young master in the 
office of valet de chambre, made many cu¬ 
rious remarks on times past.-r“ Bless me,” 
said he, I remember the day when I was 
obliged to stoop toii adjust thy garments, 
but now can scarcely reach to thy shoul¬ 


ders; but there, thQpgh I am none of the 
shortest of men, still you are^much above 
the cofi3n3««<@(;ight.” I’hen turning to 
Monrod, begged him to reader his services 
as to placing the rbbe ovef the neck of th§^ 


prince, and fixing his turban in a becom 


ing manner. v 

This office was gladly performed by the 
veteran, as he wished much for the ab¬ 
sence of the chatterer; but he seemed now 
to have an extra licence for liis tongue, 

and determined to use the full exercise of 
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its power. After many ccftnpliments on 
the handsome figure, the splendid dress, 
and ornaments, winch Avere all of Ins owii 
choosing, &c. &c. he again adverted to 
former times, much to the annoyance of 
his hearers—Do you remember, prince,” 
said he, drawing his form to its full lieight, 
‘‘ the sorry trick you once served me—thy 
brother was wnth thee then—rest his soul, 
lie sleeps now in paradise, on tlic bosom 
of the prophet—Avhen you together strip¬ 
ped me to the skin, and shewed me to the 
troopers, as a new-arrived w^ondcr?” 

Well, w;ell,” said Jfonrod, peevishly, 
good Tabel, thy prince is now a man ; 
tTiat was a boy’s trick—let tlhc rcinem- 
brance die.^' 

I do Avell recclloet that deed, and thy 
anger attendingit,” replied Felix, to ap¬ 
pease wdiich, 1 gave thee a precious gem 
from my girdle, and was forced to lament 
it afterwards as lost by accident; the stir 
it caused, too, you cannot forget.” 

This stirring up quite raised the dor- 
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mant facult^esof the great dwarf, who was 
very apt to let the profits of such freaks 
escape his mind: but at this he became a 
little uneasy, as he perfectly knew, had it 
been discovered Avliich way the jewel was 
lost, or who secreted it, even at this late 
date, his head might answer for the con¬ 
sequence; therefore, hemming and cougli- 
ing awhile to hide his embarrassment, he 
suddenly thought of business of great 
importance, whiclf the hurry of the day 
had driven from his mind until now; 
therefore he took a hasty leave, and de- 

Monrod was anxious to hear wliat the 

« 

prince had to pommunicate, 4 and, as if wait- 
inc: for him to resume the thmad of his 
discourse, interrupted by the entrance of 
Tabel, he seated himself on the ottoman 
in silence. 

Felix, taking a cushion by his side, pro¬ 
ceeded thus—Heaj me now unfold, my 
friend, my greatest blessing, or my great¬ 
est wo. You know the love 1 bore the 
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fair Christian maid, Orinilaji you well 
guessed tlje pangs I felt, when my fatljer 
forbade me ever seeing her more. When 
the caliph denounced me the city atjd her 
presence, such strange foreboding hung 
about my heart, I could not leave this 
blessed yet fearful town; as the magnet 
attracts the steel, so her habitation pre¬ 
vented my wanderings; when night came 
on, often at her casement have I stood and 
gazed; then woiild I fancy I saw or lieard 
the sigh that fanned the taper as it stood 
before her, and wished I was the flame 
that so received it: when all was,dark, and 
could no longer behold the object of my 
love, then would I wander the niglit away 
^in restlessness and despair, sometimes beat¬ 
ing the margin of the Nile, and wile the 
time, with listening to the bowlings of 
prowling beasts, seeking for their prey, 
regardless of my own danger; at other 
times, driven by the sjparling of the watch¬ 
dogs, at^ looked bn with suspicion even 
by the brutis creation; and when again 
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SoFs bright liandmaid of tlie morn had 
sweeped the vapour mists from off the 
•earth, then woidd I repair, and (cast mine 
eyes on the windoiv of my love, and grieve 
that I could not bcvslride tlie sunbeams, 
and steal the kiss tlial they unconscious 


o'ave.' 

O 


The old soldier’s breast lK‘a\ ed a sigh at 
this recital, and patlietically exclaimed— 
‘‘ Alas! thou poor unfortunate!'’ 

The ])nnce continued—In disguise, 
my days were silent in dreary wanderings; 
nature was miserably sin)ported from the 
vseattered fruits among tlie merchandize on 
tlic quays; at last disease and want pre¬ 
vented my limbs IVom performing their' 
office. I crawled towards.the residence of 


Selinus —I fell; and supjiosing nature was 
about to yield to her cruel privations, had 
ceased to think longer on my miseries— 
sorrow had escaped with my sensibility* 
In this forlorn state was I found, recog¬ 
nised by the good father of hef ^y soul 
so fondlv loved: he carried mF' to bis 

1/ • 
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home—life was soon perceived/Tiot to have 
made its escape—restoratives were adiri- 
nistcred: to be brief, I soon recovered to' 
health ; and greatly in spirits, the frequent 
opportunities for intercourse with the fair 
object of my heart, soon made our pas¬ 
sions grow into more than love. Her pa¬ 
rent sniiled on our attachment; and it 
was agreed we all should leave this fearful 
land, and haste with Christians to a dis¬ 
tant port, where they, wdth much rich 
merchandize, are hound. In fine, it was 
thus—tlie night before the last, in the holy 
place wherein thi^}^ solemnize their sacred 
jates, I became a Christian^ and wiis mar¬ 
ried !" 

“ Holy propliet of my fathers!” said 
Monrod, starting, theri all ii^^^lost in- 
deedf^ 

Fi^ix, taking his hand, replied—Not 
so, my friedd—not so, indeed, if you but 
keep my secret; it is proposed, at to-mor¬ 
row’s da^, we sail from hence; in rny dis- 
guise had hoped to have passed, until the 
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prying eye pf Tabel discovered me, when 
Ik; so iinportimed my lather’s grief, so la« 
'"inentably told, my soul became melted; 
and, in the duty of a son, forgot I was a 
hiishand'' 


Monrod was greatly agitated; l»e paced 
the floor in disorder, iind at lengtli brokf? 
silence thus—‘‘ It is impossibio—it is im¬ 
possible!” said he; “ your hither has com¬ 
manded your presence this night; the day 
is wearing fast—it is impossible !” 

Say not so, my friend—my more than 
father,” c.nswercd Felix; ‘‘ when the castle 


shall become still, and the city lulled, then 
will I hence to those I liold so dear, and. 
ere the morning can create a bustle, shall 
wc be beyond the reach of such unnaturaL.^ 
foes. Tke vessel is ready—the good Se- 
linus has all things prepared—then pray 
mar not my happiness, by your over-love 
or fear.” 


I\Ionrod pressed his forehead with his 
hands, and seemed in an agony of thought 

F 2 
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Felix knew not what to say, jbut partici¬ 
pated in his friend’s uneasiness. 

JMany minutes passed in such an awful' 
silence as reigns around the deathbed of 
a beloved, respected, and dc])arting friend. 
A deep and iiollow sigh now broke from 
the old s oldier; and lie, in a voice not to 
be described, exclaimed—“ Oh, prophet 
of my fitliers ! what a dav will to-morrow 
be! Oh, liad this frail frame Iiave yielded 
up its tenant life but yesterday, what a 
world of wo would it have escaped ! To- 
i)iorroti\ the man 1 hate must I encounter 
—see him caressed and honoured; to- 
mprrow must I see the man I love dis¬ 
carded, abused’ disgraced, perhaps to 
-death. Are thus to end my toils in the 
career of lionour ? For mine haf been a 
weary toil of honesty; and all the badge 
I hold is a clear conscience. Well, well, 
that is a glorious g(^n, worth millions of 
worlds, of l|onours, preferments, and com¬ 
mand.—Yes, yes, boy,’* said he to Felix— 
for thpii aft now no longer viy prince— 
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I hold my faith sacred; I have found con¬ 
solation inMt, in all my troubles. Al- 
^tllough I am but a rough soldier, in the 
God of my prophet I have always trusted. 
Sebastian is an apostate, and brni T bate; 
Felix is an apostate too, and yet I love 
him. Oh, what an unaccountable, *un- 
fathomable being is man ! I>y Mahomet, 
the world will send me mad ! 'riuai >vill 
the world say I was a fool before I was a 
madman. That will be truth. What have 
I to do with the world, that it sljould 
break my p(\ace of mind? Ay, answer 
that, philosophy ! Go—yes, go, bo}^; and 
I will go'too—leave enemies‘here, to seek 
new ones elsewhere: I will accompaiiy 
thee. Stare not—Monrotl says it. Yes; 
I will at least droop my head among strari^* 
gers; thhj may pity, and that were better 
than pity from friends, at least such pity 
as those we are apt to call friends too often 
bestow. I love thee, Felix, because I 
know thy heart is good; that, being the 
case, do thou pray with thy face toward 
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Jerusalem, and I will do the same toward 
Mecca; doubt not we shall meet our God.” 

Felix here burst into a flood of tea'rs, 
buried his iliee in the bosom of his 
friend, and ^vept loudly. 

At this moment tlie gong was hoard 
froiri the mosque, suninioning the wor- 
shi})])crs of Mahomet to evening prayers. 
What was to he done? If the priiice at¬ 
tended, he should insult his new embraced 
faith, lie looked steadfastly in the face of 
his friend, who, on the instant, under¬ 
stood his thoughts: he therefore bade him 
repair to his (Moiirod’s) apartments, and 
he would endeavour to settle wilh the ca¬ 
liph—would tell him it was not proper for 
the prince to appear in public until he w^as 
"tinnounced by open declaration. This at 
once removed all scru)>le$ on tliat head, 
and they departed, with tliC full under¬ 
standing to make their escape when the 
retired time of night should give tlie fit¬ 
test oppovtunity; for so well Moiirod 
knew, When all the circumstances attend- 
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ing the son should be known, the father’s 
fury would be such, Cairo would no 
longer be a home for him. 

After tlic friends had retired to the se¬ 
clusion of the old veteran’s private apart¬ 
ments, and Monrod had prepared himself 
to attend the caliph in his devotions,* he 
separated from the prince, with a mind 
overcharged with conflicting thoughts, the 
workings of which rendered him but little 
fit for what he was about to perform; 
liowever he forced a complacency to ap¬ 
pear on his countenance, the more to settle 
the discom])Osiire of his embarrassed friend: 
after a nlutual embrace, they separated. 

Monrod saluted Elmuton on the steps 
leading to the Ottomaft tcmpleT The 
viceroy’s first inquiry was, in an earnest . 
manner, for, as he observed rather pointed 
ly, his deluded son. 

Monrod answered with firmness, but, at 
the same time, with all due submission, 
that, by his persuasion, he di^ not think 
it proper to appear before the public in 
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any situation whatever, until the late 
stigma was wiped away, by t public de¬ 
claration from the highest authority, that, 
the usual honours attendant on his high 
station in life should be commanded to be 
observed by all ranks. 

This modest reason seemed tc satisfy 
the caliph, in a manner not altogether ex¬ 
pected by the veteran officer. 

The prayers passed off as customary; 
Elmuton dismissed his retinue at the en¬ 
trance of his own private suit of rooms, 
except JMonrod, whom he commanded to 
send for Felix, and desire his attendance 
immediately. * 

* This, of course, was performed on the 
instant, and not^a word escaped tlic lips 
*of the 1‘atlier, after giving his late orders, 
until the arrival of his son. 

After Felix’s salutations to his father, 
and he liad returned them, evidently witli 
some cnibarrassment, he then coinmfinded 
the evening .repast to be served. 

It was done, and taken by the three in 
the most retired manner. 
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After fruits, sherbet, &c. had taken 
their due bourse, Elrauton desired Felix 
and Monrod to remain in the apartment 
with him during the night. He com¬ 
plained much of having perplexing and 
disturbing dreams of late; his spirits hav¬ 
ing been harassed to such a degree, that 
he found a fever pervade his whole body. 
To-morrow, too, he said, would be a try¬ 
ing day, therefore he should compose him¬ 
self to tranquillity, if possible, and secu¬ 
rity, he hopedy without further ceremony. 

This declaration much alarmed Felix 
and Monrod; their premeditated scheme 

of escape, for that night, vanished. The 

• 

prince’s feelings was no^’' mo,sL—acifte; 
what was to become of bis beloved Orin- 
da and her parent ? he had not seen them 
since they parted early in the morning— 
her care for his absence must be dreadful. 
To send, and let her know of his present 
situation, was impossible—and alike im¬ 
possible she, by chance, could ^ hear of it. 
To escape from where they were was 

F 3 
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fruitless trying. There was but one en¬ 
trance to this—a sort of divided gallery, 
and was used by the caliph only, at such, 
times as the weather was the most sultry, 
it being situated at a lofty eminence of the 
palj\pe, and commanded the cooling breezes 
of night uniiiterru])tcd; and, as such, be¬ 
came occasionally his dormitory; and when 
he retired in the manner already described, 
no further orders were ever thought ne¬ 
cessary ; the guards were placed at once, 
and thus the castle became bushed for the 
night. 

Klmuton, aftei' exchanging their erri- 

♦ t 

braces ibi the night, merely loosed his 
garments, and threw himself on a sofa. 

This W'as a signal for those with him to 
do the same. All chance for the night 
was lost; the friends were only able to ex¬ 
change looks of disappointment and in¬ 
tense anxiety, and then endeavour to com¬ 
pose themselves in the best manner their 
restless feelings w^ould allow. 
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CHAPTER V. 


Qh, here^s a precious dirty, damned rogue, * 

That fats himself with expectation. 

" Ever^ Man out his Humour. 


It being the custom of the Mahometans^ 
to rise with the first dawning of the day, 
to perform their orisons, the subjects of 
our narrative were on the alert eire the 
curtain of night was perceptibly with¬ 
drawn, sufficiently to admit the slightest 
gleam of light; and as the all-g Jo rjoiisrand 
heavenly orb chased the»sombre cast from 
the vaulted curve, and called terrene na¬ 
ture into activity, did the day’s appear¬ 
ance beget to some the most painful sen¬ 
sations. Monrod, as he left the gallery 
with his master, cautioned Felix, in a hur¬ 
ried whisper, to conform himself to the will 
of his father, and he would make an early 
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opportunity to see Selinus and Orinda. 

It has already been stated, Pelix was 
not to be seen in public for a time, there¬ 
fore he remained alone, while the caliph 
and his officer attended morning devotion. 
But what were his sensations—what his 
feelings, as he viewed the open country 
from the elevated balconies I For a great 
length of distance could he trace the space 
where he had so late wandered, night 
after night, in misery and despair; from 
here could he almost catch the spot where 
he leftj^his beloved partper, happy in the 
anticipation, that a short time wmuld tran¬ 
sport them wliere their loves would live 
witllbitt «lloy, an^ all their future life be 
bliss and peace. But now, alas! that prp- 
spect was so filled with dark obstacles, as 
made tlie view dreary and appalling to the 
sense. The yellow Nile was seen flowing 
far, far in the bosom of the country ; and 
as the passing vessels stemmed the tide, 
and swelled Yheir hempen wings with the 
breeze, did jiis emotions l>ecorne almost 
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insupportable; perhaps that floating bark, 
proudly beating out of port, her gaudy 
colours kissing the waters, then playing 
in air—perhaps that very bark contained 
all he held most dear in life—“ Oh God !” 
he exclaimed—“ yes, yes, it is so. Those 
dear friends, holding me, for my absence, 
a perjured, perfldious, faith-forswearing 
villain, speaking of me only with execra¬ 
tions, and thinking of me as the vilest be¬ 
ing in creation, ashamed of the land that 
gave birth to such a monster, now are 
leaving it for ev^r, disgusted, heaping 
curses on my head.—Oh,^ my Orinda, 
curse me not!—I merit it not!—Turn, 
turn, winds, and blow back thaiL^clwdted 
bark, that 1 may once more clasp my love 
to this broken heart, and cleanse her from 
so foul a thought.—Oh that I could w^aft 
through the air—declare my eternal at¬ 
tachment in her ear as I skimmed along, 
and then be plunged for ever in the un¬ 
fathomable deep!—Stay ! oh, 'stay ! thou 
best of parents and of friends —stay, thou 
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good Seliniis, and hear me exculpate my¬ 
self, and exonerate my name* from thy 
aspersions! Oh, let rne not die in thy 
disj)leasiire !—Hold—hold, yc unfeeling 
winds, and bear not, in such cruel tri¬ 
umph, all my life and hope away! ye 
tantalizing waters, cease to heave so ex- 
ultingly, and mock my agitated breast!— 
Oh, nature, suspend thy functions awliile, 
and divide not thus the best of hearts, nor 
so cruelly sunder the tendcrest affections!” 

The imaginary woes of the half-frantic 
youth were working his feelings to a 
frightful pitch, when Tabel enterc'd, and 
broke the delusive bubble. Felix did not 
discover the little yellow lump of a lackey 
until he came clo^se to his elbow, and then, 
as if ashamed of his emotion, he turned 
away in silence, without actknowledging 
the humble prostrations of 'rabel. This 
so nettled our hero of mishap, that he 
could not help observing it with some 
warmth of temper, in the following strain 

I-' 

—“ I had hoped, my poor services to my 
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prince had merited better treatment; but 
since I hitve unwittingly gained your dis- 
'pleasure, allow me only to deliver my 
commission, and then withdraw rny un¬ 
worthy self.” 

Felix, at this humble rebuke, was much 
hurt, and turning to the dwarf, took his 
hand, and expressed liimself in sorrow, 
that his absence of tliought should so far 
overrun his acknowledgments of services 
—services which, he trusted, would never 
be erased from liis mernorv, Avhile life 
should last. ^ 

The little man, at this, became soon 

• * 

composed, and, alter many fulsome com- 
pliments, delivered his errand tli.u’^r .^^The 
state affairs,” said he, ‘1 my prince, have 
been much neglected of late; so many 
perplexing thoughts have engrossed the 
mind of the caliph, your father, the public 
matters are overgrown; and to-morrow 
being the day fixed for the return of Se¬ 
bastian to^ his court duty, it hath pleased 
the viceroy to hold a court t)iis evening, 
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for many and various purposes; but the 
chief, and most happy, is, to declare you 
reinstated in your rank and honours! 
Since returning from prayers, he has or¬ 
dered all things to be got ready appertain¬ 
ing to that august ceremony. Monrod, 
therefore, being much engaged, desired 
me, your grateful slave, to communicate 
the same to you, and also to say, he has 
business to transact with a certain Chris¬ 
tian merchant, and shall not be able to see 
you until noon; and, in the mean time, 
if it meets your pleasure and convenience, 
that his private apartments may be ho- 
■noured, by^ making them your residence 
and'place of abode, until opportunity shall 
fit that he may wait on you.” 

* “ I thank you most sincerely,” answered 
the prince, “ and will attend you to the 
lodgings of our best of friends.” 

Monrod’s first consideration was, after 
he had learned Elmuton intended to hold 
a court that evening, to see Sclinus, and 
the wife of his respected and beloved 
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friend; therefore, giving some partial or¬ 
ders preparatory to the duties of the day, 
be hastened to the Christian’s lionsc, by 
the most unfrequented ways. 

Orinda he found at home, in the most 
poignant grief; her father, and many^of 
his iriends, had been in diligent search for 
the prince all the last night, and part of 
the preceding day. ]\Iany surinised he 
had been assassinated by a secret order, 
and liis body c.irried away. No tidings, 
however, could be gained with satisfaction; 
all was distress indescTil:)able; and when 
the fair Orinda saw tlie officer of the caliph 
enter the house, her senses seemed to take 
their leave, and a frightful frenzy, r^i^e 
her. At first, for a tinuv she remained 

1 

sj)eechless, her eyes fixed on Monrod in 
the most piercing manner; then she broke 
forth, in lieart-rending acclamations, cry¬ 
ing.—“ Oh, ye cruel—cruel butchers! would 
nought but his blood ai)pease your insa¬ 
tiate appetites? was it not enough to drive 
him out to wander and starve—no roof to 
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shelter, no friend to cherish hira? driven, 
like the first murderer, from place to place, 
and no pillow but the cold earth, to rest 
his devoted head. Monsters—monsters 
that ye are*! lead me to the place wliere 
ye have lain his inangled corse, tliat 1 may 
hug his dear remains, and wee}) my life 
away. Oli, thou savage and unnatural fa¬ 
ther!—father, said 1? no, no, that (‘|>ithet 
were too tender for tlico, Klmuton, in its 
most barbarous sense—thon devil! thou 
incarnate fiend ! restore me my husband— 
my destroyed Felix 

Here her feelings so overpowered her, 
she sunk exhausted, ajid lay as one in 
As this moment Selin us entered. 
The agonies of the parent, at seeing his 
child thus, Avere indescribable; he ilcw to 
her assistance, unmindful of the ])resence 
of Monrod. A faint scream announced 
life liad not fied the beautiful suirerer; but 
an insensibility completely overpowered 
her, and -her attendants bore her, in this 
state, to her chamber. 
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JMonrod now accosted Selinus, and, in a 
few words, made him understand the situ- 
^atlon young Felix was placed in; he then 
told him, it was his determination also to 
leave Cairo at the same time with them; 
for which ])urpo.se he should make every 
preparatio!} in the course of the day, and 
when the council should break up at 
night, and the city become still, would he 
accompany the prince, and join them, to 
bid farewell, for ever, to Cairo. 

^riiis sudden and unexpected communi¬ 
cation had nearly proved too much for the 
good old Christian, whose feelings had un¬ 
dergone such extremes for the last night 
and da}% and whose limbs were aljjaost ’ 
sinkiuix under his fatigues."* He then made 
Wonrod acquainted, he was fully prepared 
ibr their departure; his affairs were all 
adjusted, and his property turned into 
portable value. The ship in which they 
intended to sail he had purchased pri¬ 
vately, and thus suspicion was hilled. He 
should now, he said, wait anxiously for 
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their arrival, and until then pray for the 
blessings of Providence on their pursuits. 

The two aged adventurers now partdd^ 
as it would not be prudent for Monrod to 
be long niisr.ing from the castle. Beside, 
it was not known at what liour exactly 
Sebastian might enter the cit)"; and liir- 
ther to cover the designs of the coining 
night, it w^as requisite he should attend, 
w ith seeming avidity, to the duties of the 
day. All w'as liu.stle among the soldiery; 
they longed to hail their demagogue, and 
Sebastian’s name w^as nosv the only one 
heard in that department. 

• i 

I'he sun, by this time, had become in- 
toleia bly hot, and the bells had announced 
the first quartci; of the day. Monrod en¬ 
tered the castle by a back and private w^ay, 
to prevent observation; he had not, how¬ 
ever, proceeded far, before his ears w^erc 
astounded by the sudden clang of trum¬ 
pets and martial music. It was unex¬ 
pected, and caused him to hurry his steps, 
and, as lie passed a narrow court, leading 
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to tlie grand staircase, lie was surprised by 
the aj)pearaftcc of Sebastian, unattended, 
ilad he encountered a man to whom he 
had been guilty of the most flagrant in- 
iurv—one to whom he had committed an 
unprovoked and unmerited v/rong, .he 
could not have felt himself more embar¬ 
rassed, or in a more unpleasant situation; 
he was unable to vspeak, when Sebastian 
accosted him in a subdued and half me¬ 
lancholy tone—Well met, good Mon¬ 
rod lie said; how bears our noble 
master?’' 

His bearing, ’ answered the old sol¬ 
dier, has been ill of late, Sebastian ; but 
thy presence will remove, his gK/OilT, I 
doubt not, and dispel his ilielancholy.” , 
“ I am, good ^Monrod,” replied he, too 
much a stranger to tlic sunshine of joy 
myself, to administer relief to the distresses 
of others; this base murder has over- 
whclined us all.” 

Base in^ieed,” answered the veteran, 
his choler rising vehemently; V perdition 
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catch the villain for the deed! Oh. could 
this old arm but guide my sword, to rca^h 
the damned traitor’s heart, I would givcf 
this aged heart’s blood, drop by drop, a 
sacrifice to 1115 ^ diity 

Sebastian cast his eyes on the ground, 
and replied—‘‘ My life, brother soldier, is 
to mo a burthen, until I can sec the sor¬ 
row chased from mv master’s breast. That 
I had the charge of this {)recious jewel, is 
most true—that men may su 8 |)ect my vi- 
gilance in the care of it, I fear also. This 
makes me tremulous at mee ting the ca- 
liph, so kind,, so good a master, and who 
hot^ ever been to me as good a friend.” 

“7Vyrt>obastian,” said Mojuaxl, “ 1 have 
know’, that man the best of masters, and 
tlie best of friends, before calumny, liypo- 
crisy, and cheat, his breast had steeled, or 
treacherous friends his confidence destroy¬ 
ed; but it is with him as witli all man¬ 
kind : the flimsy mask of liy]>ocrisy may 
hold the strongest mind in thrildom; but 
when the veil is withdrawn, the very truth 
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is doubted, and honesty disregarded.—But 
I must to my duty; the day wears apace, 
and 1 liave mucli to do. The caliph this 
niglit liolds a court; weighty matters hang 
on the tliread of business. A^dieu!’’ 

Thus the old soldier left him. • 

Sebastian was for a moment discom¬ 


posed, then ascended the staircase leading 
to the \iccroy’s apartments. It was ex¬ 
pected by most, he would make, at least, 
a modest triumphal entry into the city; 
but this, however, was not the case, and it 


was hardly leiiown he had arrived, until 
the eastle-igates ^^ crc summojied for bis 
entrance, 'i'he soidiers were disappointed 
at tliivN circumstance, as th^^y ^vc¥c a^.tv^ays 
elated in blazoningforth hrs victories; anc^ 
as he ])assed tlirough the streets, with a 
few tollowers only, the citizens avoided 
his encounter, or received him with the 


least coLirlcsy possible, consistent with 
tlicir own safely. 

It has a]'y:)eared, he ever eolirted and 
promoted war for his own gain.and popii- 
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larity; but the citizens and artisans suf¬ 
fered so nuich by oppression^ and heRvy 
taxation, that the name of Sebastian wa'^ 
by them dreaded. This may account for 
the little bustle created by his entrance, 
ancj the silence that reigned until he ar¬ 
rived among the troopers, which was at 
the moment when so loud a clamour sur¬ 
prised Mon rod. 

As Sebastian a))proachcd the state-eliam- 
bers, the commotion became greater; lit¬ 
tle Tal)el brushed about, from place to 
place: every thing seemed to him ne¬ 
glected, and no one thing prepared. Be¬ 
sides, he had not )et bedizened himself in 
his *obes of oflice. He jumped about like 
a lay)dog, when a hot coal flics from the' 
fire, and singes his tender skin; first, he 
cuffed one slave, then kicked iinother. 
The caliph too was gone earlier to the 
baths than he was wont, and Tabel, until 
this moment, had not been apprized of it : 
no one, he'was sure, could attepd his mas¬ 
ter as he could; beside, he held that office 
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^ his own peculiar prerogative; and he 
had intended, too, the beautiful Zoa should 
he thrown in his way, most magnificently 
attired in the costume of the harem. Se¬ 
bastian arrived, and he not iif suit to con¬ 
duct him to his master for the first private 
interview—what was to be done? hi$ 
dignity was in danger, his consequence in 
a quandary, his preferment in a predica¬ 
ment, and his profit in a pickle. 

But as he was seldom long at a loss for 
a subterfuge, he summoned up hi^nven- 
tion in a nutsliell; lie shuffled after the 
great neWfarrived officer, as fast as his legs 
would carry him. When he liad come 
close beside, and was al^put t® ti.n1* in 
front of him, the peaked*toc of his larg§ 
slipper, (for our great dwarf had most un¬ 
common large fe^ and hands,) caught in 
the mat, and threw him on his face pros¬ 
trate. ^ 

This circumstance retarded Sebastian 
for a momept; he stopped to asTc the little 
thing if he had sustained may injury, 

VOL. I. G * . 
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w^hich the lump, on all fours, took advan- 
tage of, by thus replug—“ In this hum¬ 
ble and dutiful posture let me remain, up> 
til I hear my noble and gallant leader, 
Slebastian, has returned in health and hap¬ 
piness.” 

Seb^tian could not help betraying a 
sort of smile, and answered—“ Thanks, 


my honest Tabel, for thy solicitude—Is 
the caliph apprized of my arrival ?” 

At this the sycophant raised himself on 
one knee, and replied—“ Great sir, our 
rdiyal master, not expecting your happy 

V 

presence so early in the day, has retired 
to the baths; anon will he return; and in 


th«i»mean time, if you will condescend to 
be conducted by your humble slave to his 
private closet, there to await his pleasure, 
every attendance shall^e given for your 
comfort, after so weary and long a travel.” 

*• Lead on, good slave,” said Sebastian, 
“ and let me know early thy master’s bid¬ 
ding.” 

Tabel then snatched a wand, headed 



OEIENTAL WANDERINGS. 


133 


with a mighty cres^ity. from one of the 

in^rior officers, anomarshalled the hero 

t» the place of his request, clearing the 

way as he weryt, with as much noise and 
^ i 

bustle as the beef-eaters make, on an En^ 

lish court-day, for a lord of the bedchafia- 
ber; or a parish-beadle among the cha¬ 
rity-children, when the churchwarden is 
coining from divine service on a Sunday 
morning. 

Monrod, as was natural to expect, has¬ 
tened, the first opportunity, to relieve ti 
anxiety of Felix, whom he found in t' 
most dejected and desponding state. 

Without much preface, he made him ac- 

. . , ^ 
quainted with the situatiorvpf his Vife and 

her father; but screened, a'S much as pos¬ 
sible, the intense ^stress of his beloved 
partner. He then entered again on the 
subject of their departure, and his still 
fixed d^gtermination to accompany them. 
H5s property he had exchanged, but not 
without som^ loss, to the trafficking Jews, 
for such gold and jewels as would be the 

o 2 
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least encumbrance ia^lheir flight, and the 
greatest service heresiner. 

They now planned, tliat after the stfr 
and bustle of tlie court was over, Monrod 
should, as was generally usual, set the 
witch, and take to his own charge the 
keys of the citadel, and as the gongs an¬ 
nounced niidnig!!l, would he lead the 
prince, in the garb of common trooper, 
wdhch he should take care to procure, and, 
as if attending on his person, pass the sen¬ 
seis, and at tlie outer gate, relieve the 
guardsman, by placing him in his stead; 
then wouldhe. Monrod, join him, and make 
good their escape without suspicion. Seli- 
nus, Qrihda, and several Christian friends, 
* who intended io embrace this opportin^|y 
to take their departure, should they meet 
on the quays of Bulac, take ship, and im¬ 
mediately drop down with the current, and 
reach the open Mediterranean before tell¬ 
tale daylight should break from the hea¬ 
vens. It was most probable the caliph 
would not ask for his son until near the 
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hour for the ceremony, as he would be 
wholly takeij up wi|h Sebastian, and pre¬ 
paratory business. Felix, with this ac¬ 
count and arrangement, much recovered 
his spirits and fortitude. f 

An hour had passed away with tlfe 
friends in social intercourse, when they 
were visited by Niilac^a comrade officer 
of Monrod’s, and one^ho was much re¬ 
spected by him. He, like most of the 
rest about the palace, was ardently attach¬ 
ed to the prince Felix. He had not seen 
him since his return, and welcomed hirryn 
the following strain—‘‘ Thus let me kneel 
to greet nly prince, and praiseTtbe prophet 
for restoring him to home and hononr^.” 

Thanks, thanks, my fHend,”*aiiswered 
Felix; ‘‘ may our attachment be mutual 
and lasting! Do away, I pray, all further 
ceremony, and tell me .what news is stir¬ 
ring, now Sebastian is returned, and the 
city gained its usual activity ?” 

Nuliab respectfully replied—Tl^ city 
is but in a %nelancholy mood ; but the sol- 
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diery intoxicated with rejoicing: I have of 
.late witnessed such a’scene, that the bare 
remembrance of it makes me sick.” 

Monrod at this forced a smile, and said 
—How n^w, comrade officer! thy sto¬ 
mach was not wont to be so tender; pray 
give us the cause, if thou canst bear the 
recital ?” ^ 

“ It is my ternj^ that sickens,'worthy 
comrade,” answered Nulac; “ my spirit 
has been ruffled, and thy senses offended— 
that is my sickness. But you shall hear. 
~As I lately was in attendance on Elmu- 
ton, Sebastian begged an audience, to pay 
his duty on “returning home, and well youv 
knQW how 1 hate that leasing, apostate 
villain, for the”'many indignities ■ he 

* " « 'Al' 

heaped upon me since he has grown pto 
Jiower. The caUph, in an ecstacy inat 
shook my every nerve, commanded his 
instant attendance. He entered the room 
with a slow and solemn pace; his eyes 
but glanced on Elmutop; then he heaved 
VR deep and hollow sigh, covelbd his fade 
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with his hands, and dropped on his knees 
without uttering a word. 'I'he caliph rose 
^ihm his cushion, and stood brfore him; 
still he knelt, wept, and roared, until El- 
muton fell upon his neck, §nd like two 
blubbering wenches, mixed their tears.” 

Monrod, in heat, exclaimed—Old llo- 
rus, hatching on the file’s damp bank, 
never produced a crocodile more subtle!” 

Nulac continued—Their griefs abating, 
your father spoke of you, my prince. He 
said, he feared he much bad wronged you, 
and, as a proper reparation, should this 
night, ih council, proclaim Felix to be in 
all Elmulon’s son. Oh, had’ye but have 
seen the villain Sebastian then! he seejpaed 
to choke; the colour in Ifis che^s fiercely 
came, and went—he became quite con* 
vulsed; his heart so throbbed against his 
inner side* like as the angry waves; which 
on a rock beat hard, that stops their wonted 
coixtik” 

: Felix, in astonbhment, askq^ the min¬ 
ing of allHhis, and said —“ Did not my 
&ther mark this emotion ?’* 
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“ He did,” replied the oflScer, ** and 
with such kind compassion, that I griped 
my dagger in vexation; inquired if aught 
did ail him ? the wretch he stammered ere 
he could reply; then found a resting-place 
—then got up — complained of sudden 
sickness—unexpected joy—too great kind¬ 
ness; then he blessed such a father—bow¬ 
ed so cringingly—humbly begged excuse, 
and said, he must to bed.” 

“ Oh, the accursed villain !” exclaimed 
Monrod.—“ Oh, prophet! can such a rep¬ 
tile live, breathe, and have its being, asso¬ 
ciate with men, and be called man ? yet so 
it is, and be beloved, caressed, and cherish¬ 
ed. I know the serpent’s drift—see 
where he would •s|)ring, and fix his poison- 
OKS venom; but he shall bo foiled— 
by this old and 'veatherbeaten trunk* h*^ 
shall be foiled—yes, my prince, fe^r him 
not, for he shall be foiled !” 'j. 

Felix was astounded at this warmth of 
his friend, and replied to it thus-—" What 
l^ean ye. Monrod?—what cards'this with 
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fne ?—Pray tell me, have I ever done him 
ill, that you would hint thus at my name, 
^&nd should be so much moved? "I can 
well remember me the time, when Sebas¬ 
tian was ray companion, wjien he would 
highly applaud my boyish tricks—match 
me and my brother to excel each other in 
dangerous exploits—emulate us to leap 
from battlement to battlement, or which 
could furthest swim out, and longest buffet 
the current of the Nile—^in hunting, 
which could nearest gain upon our savage 
prey, and strike the furious animal, as it, 
pent up, in death-wrought madness lay, 
or brave danger in its worst of shapes; and 
but for thee, good Monrod, by so dping, 
should oftentimes have offendea our father 
past forgiveness.” 

Yes, boy,” answered Monrod, I have 
watched him long and narrowly—well he 
knowl^it. You, my poor thing, have 
been my peculiar care. What I have 
done, I have done—let that r^t; as I have 
hitherto dbne, so would I ever do: I have 

G S 
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endeavoured to live beloved by all good 
men; but to this Sebastian, hateful have 
«ver been; I know him well, a dark, de-, 
signing, subtle villain! His ambition 
looks a fearflil, height; let him beware lest 
he fall. The soldiers, true it is, love and 
adore him; his cruelty is their gain. His 
courage in the field no one can doubt; no 
mercy his, but to back his own pursuits; 
and when with potty rebels you hear him 
parley, and it is policy by speech to quell 
the mob, such honeyed words from his lips 
will drop, that sorry discontent falls fast 
asleep, and murmuring faction sinks back 
ashamed.” 

FqHx answered bis friend—“ Oh, fear 
him not, thy hcttesty, thy honesty shai||' 
eVer be a shield to keep thee safe froc^ 
malice like his.” 

Honesty,” said Monrod, “ honesty, 
my good youth, is not the world’s garb; it 
is unmarketable, and detrimental to the 
traffic of ma;i:^ind'i cheat, defraud, hypo* 
crisy, they are the goods most cUirent, and 
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pass stifangely; see hdw rich your deSlev 
in them gets, while the poor simpleton, 
^having only honesty for his stock, may. 
become a bankrupt, and laughed at for a 
dolt.” , 

Here a trumpet sounded, that broke up 
their conference, and summoned the offi¬ 
ces to duty. They then took a hasty 
farewell of the prince, and left him once 
more to his own meditations. 

Sebastian had finislied his interview 
with the caliph, and seemed as if he wish¬ 
ed to shun the haunts of man. He was 
perambulating on the outside of the walls 
of the castle, as in communion with him¬ 
self : all here was still; the torxid ^ heat 

# 

kept those within, who'dould retire to the 
cooling recesses of their habitations: "he 
was padng a Idng piazza with a disordered 
stdp,ira^ bis looks bespoke the working 
of hl^feind to be turbulent and irksome. 
At this ihom^t, a poor dglcted-looking 
objbet, ragged and forldrn ]|||^ his appear¬ 
ance ih Ihe extreme, passed one of the 
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portals, and as he turni^d an angle, raet 
Sebastian face to face, at which,encounter 
his remaining strength seemed to forsake’ 
him; he leaned against a pillow—-liis eyes 
dropped to the ground—his emaciated 
limbs trembled—his lips quivered— and 
speech failed him. Sebastian eyed him, 
for an instant, with a severe and reproach¬ 
ful look; he was about to pass on, when 
the wretched creature bowed as low as his 
strength would allow, wdien the man in 
poweraccosted him thus—“ What wouldst 
thou here ? thy boldness sliall be whipped 
out of thee! hence away, or the bastinado 
shall teach thbe to know thy proper dis- 
tancej” 

At these words; the poor wretch raisect,. 
bis* hands to his head, and made the mo$i|; 
submissive obedience, when Sebastian con¬ 
tinued in a despiteful and replbachfuf 
manner—" What wouldst thou here?— 
what beg? wfiy you will get.the stocks, if 
you ask a where so much plenty is: 
ybu should know this is the calip/b's castle. 
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SO if you want, ^ beg where want doth 
live, for plenty knows it not!” 

^ At this rebuke, the man of sorrow rais¬ 
ed his eyes half upwards towards Sebas¬ 
tian, and in a feeble voice, said—“ Good, 
noble seignior captain, pardon me; I have 
so transgressed in your sight, you will not 
remember your slave.” 

At this, Sebastian gazed at him fully, 
and, as if a basilisk had fixed him, he stood 
for a moment aghast; however he soon 
recovered his surprise, and in a voice that 
struck terror to his hearer, he exclaimed 
—“ Thou bold and barefaced rascal!—why, 
Saldan,” (this is the man, it should bo re¬ 
membered, who was sentinel al; the tent 
of Sebastian on the night of the murder 
of prince Ilamman,) “ what have you no 
fear? You will be hanged, and your 
quarters hung on the city gates, as a ter- 
rible ex^wple. There is murder on thy 
head! it'-Was my mercy let thee once es¬ 
cape, -when my soul was so filled with hor- 
rof, I kfiev^not what I did, and each heart 
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sickened at thy damned and sacr^j^ous 
act!” 

“ Oh, holy prophet,” said Saldan, falling 
on his knees, I am as innocent as truth 
qf that most - accursed deed! and when 
you .laid suspicion’s iron whip on me, and 
persuaded me, in your mercy, to fly my 
fate, like one that had the iiorrid guilt 
upon his head, I fatally took your advice, 
afid stamped confirmation in men’s mind^.” 

“ What,” answered Sebastian, fiercely, 
“ what, fool, are ye mad enough to declare 
to me you did not do the deed, i/vhen 
those might be found to swear it true?” 

By the prophet’s shade can I!” said 
the trembling victim. Since last 
parted,” he continued, “ in trouble ha\%:l 
sojourned, nor quiet known, since from t£e 
camp I stole: I crawled to the dty, with 
the intent to make my solemn oath, in 
holy mosque upon the sacred Koran, in 
the face of tlie prophet and the world, my 
innocence oPthat fell OT*rder/” 

Slave!” replied the captain, tauntiti|f- 
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ly, “ ffllie slave! dest thou think thy oath 
would avail thee aught, when I, Sebastian, 
jpntradicted ?—Dost thou think Heaven 
was offended so, to rain daggers from the 
clouds, to pierce men’s hearts when thejA 
sleep ? Go to—get ye hence—and fit a 
distance starve!” 

“ Then here will I lay me down,” an¬ 
swered the affrighted Saldan. “ Pood I 
have not tasted for two days past; 
night before the last, I had surely fallen, 
had not some Christians, that were revel¬ 
ling, forced me to their merry-making, and 
recalled life by the sustenance they com¬ 
pelled me to take.” ^ 

“ Christians revelling, and n\ the night 
too! speak—tell me furdjer ?” said Sebas¬ 
tian, with some curiosity. “ Our city’s 
peace, and in these dangerous times, must 
not be broken, by their vile orgies!” 

“ In^|}e suburbs,” replied Saldan, “ as I 
crawled along, *the midnight w'atch had 
just proclaimed. the hour, wlien from a 
boCise there*burst such riotous mirth, as. 
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from our faith, I have never hearJI they 
found me sinking in despair and want— 
they gave me shelter and relief Som^ 
five or six of Christian vassals there, had 
ipet to celebrate a wedding, as in their 
custpm they are wont; they so laughed, 
joked, and put their spirits on, they more 
like daws than men did chatter. They 
forced me to be free, and bade me, in their 
fashion, pledge the married groom; but 
when I asked his name, they so chuckled 
and mocked our lioly faith, that, but for 
life, I would have spit on them—the dogs! 
One said he had been a prince, anotlier a 
beggar, the^iird, a Turkish infidel, but 
was noWe*blcssed Christian, This so 
vexed my spirit! I remained mute; 
from half-dropped words, and drunka^ 
whispering, I caught the female’s name. 

At this, Sebastian became so agitated 
with anger, he could scarcely articulate the 
following sentence—^' Tell me lief iiame; 
the sorceress shall be burnt!” 

Saldan answered—Orinda^they called 
her.*’ 
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SebUtiaii, at this name, started back> 
and fixed his eyes on Saldatl, as though he 

doubted liis own senses; then in a voice 

% 

half choked with emotion—‘‘ Orinda!” he 
cried, Orinda!—it is old Sejinus’s daugh¬ 
ter, tlic rich Christian merchant. Blessecf. 
prophet, I am no marksman, if I hit not 
here! I have been,” said he, in an inward 
tone, “ advised by good and trusty spies, 
that this boy Felix lurked about the city; 
and it was mistrusted these Christians har¬ 
boured him, a beggar—an outcast—chris- 
tene(|-;—and married! It is—it is, or must, 
or shall be so! Go on—more—more, or I 
shall burs*t!” 

Sebastian’s manner w^as now so strange, 
Saldan was somewhat alin'med> but being 
again commanded to proceed with his a’t- 
count, he thus continued—“ To find our 
faith so mocked, it angered me, and to their 
Aeeth I soundly gave the lie. We had no 
beggar,|^er so poor, would act thus. This 
made them laugh ; they then ipore taunt¬ 
ingly cried^fc-* Though late a beggar, be 
was high born, and a prince.” 
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Sebastian could now no longer contain 
himself; his tongue faltered) his limbs 
trembled, and he knew not how to con|,- 
bat with his feelings. At length he found 
relief, by giv^g vent to his speech thus— 

“ Thanks! thanks! oh, I could almost hug 

r . ^ 

thee for this information, you have given 
my hungry soul such banquet! I ever 
will be thine; I will save thy life—I will 
do thee such good turn, that thou shalt 
bless the hour that sent thee here! But 
hold!” he said, drawing nearer to Saldan^ 
and in a familiar tone of expression, “^ood 
fellow, thou must remain near me, and for 
fear thy person should be recognised, or 
prying .curiosity get busy, I will instruct 
thee in sudi a feSson, that though a couq^" 
tirfeit, thou shalt current pass.” k, 

Saldan now had gained considerably^ 
confidence, and his confidence seemed to" 
give him strength. He then answered 
his former officer, saying—“ The prophet 
bless thy gpodness! it shall bind me ever 
for thy slave!” 
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Sebastian, at this, gave him a look that 
went to > tl\e very inmost soul of ^dan, 
snd accompanied it with these wca’ds— 
^ Thou wilt have m.uch to do; for well 
thou knowest I hold thy life upon my 
very word. First,” he continued, giving 
a purse at the same time—*' first, here b 
money for thee; go stuff thy dllicaise out 
with good strong food, and bring colour 
in thy face; then trim thy visage, pluck 
thy eyebrows bare, change thy gait some¬ 
way—more stooping go; force out a tooth 
in f^ont, for that does much disfigure a 
man, and alter strangely his articulations 
and his sounds. If any fool, or inquisitive 
knave, should ask ye whence ye came, 
say you are ray townsman; such names I 
will give you, and with anecdotes make 
you replete withal, and stories famed, 
that you shall satisfy curiosity to the full. 
If any tax ye closer, draw your sword, 
swear, f^nd bluster, daring any one to 
proof,” 

Here he* became quite overoime witn 
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different emotions, and could proceed no 
further, when Saldan replied to him— 
“ Great seignior, you would put much 
upon me.”,; ,, 

Sebastian i|gain giving him a look full 
of meaning, said —“ You have much to 
answer for: thy life is in my keeping. 
Saldan, be but just to all that I would 
have thee say or do, you shall not only 
live, but have the sweets of life, to make 
it worth the kcej)ing. Now hence, and 
get thee too some other dress; but mind 
ye have it fashioned so, that it, some way 
or other, change your shapes; for tailors, 
in these times, arc very aptf’ 

Saldan, again bowing to the ground, 
replied—‘*J^oblv> captain, I will even^try 

t 

t0 outdo thy bidding. But by 
name, so please ye, call me?” 

This careful observation of the new re- 
emit pleased Sebastian, and he, with as 
much good-humour as was in his nature, 
said—“ Right—you will do well, I find. 
I must not call thee honesty, tr each thief 
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will claim thee for a kindred brother; or 
ij I call thde rogUe, you will not find one 
4bat will like to own thee for kind, though 
it were to attend liim to the gallows: so 
I will call thee Needful, then shall keep 
thee ever to myself.” • 

Saldan, then bowing, took his leave, 
wifh these words—“ And for ever will I 
be thy faithful slave.” 

Sebastian, after the departure of his crea¬ 
ture, stood for a time fixed to the spot; the 
muscles of his face worked—now rolled his 
large grey eyes from side to side, now bit 
his lip, now struck his forehead, now hit his 
left palm with his right clenched fist, with 
vehemence; then turning suditenly round, 
he gave a half iimneaning laugh. If^to 
read his thoughts at this time, we should 
read them thus—JNIen may suspect me 
a murderer—let them; but where is the 
man that can accuse me, or dare say it to 
my facef? They may call me ambitious-— 
let them, ^with all my heart! whs^t is it, 
when they have said so, but the common 
food of the world ? 
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** Ambition ! against it who can rail, 

When there is not a rank but cherisji it ? 

Even the vile impostor in the streets 
Will piny his hundred Proteus tricks a day. 

To fill, with passers' pence, his dirty fob: 
Then, in his ^idnight drunken revels, boast 
To his loose fellows, what bis w it hath donc- 
•'The common thief has his ambition too ; 

But when lie thinks the pinnacle has gained, 
Oft finds the gallows there for his reward. 
Your good and truly pious man doth fiiK 
His ambition much the loftiest, 

For that doth reach to the heaven of heavens.” 
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CHAPTER VI. 


Oh ye who, sunk on beds of down, 

Peel not a wunt but what yourselves create, 

Think for a moment on his wretched fate, 

Whom friends and forrune quite disown ! Buevs. 


The sun no longer %vas visible in the hea- 
yens, the public evening prayers were 
over, and night, which is, part of the year, 
an Egyptian dayy called thq inhabitants 
of the castle, and those belonging to the 
caliph’s court, into activity, JThe chief 
people of the city too were stirring; so 
long a time had elapsed since they had 
approaclied their ruler, that they had 
many public matters to lay before him. 

The castle began to appear brilliant, the 
flambeaux in the various courts and 
squares flashy their light In*the atmb> 
sphere, the*different illuminated galleries. 
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colonnades, and open parts, or those en¬ 
closed with golden lattices on?y, exposing 
their gaudy and costly embellishments, 
the burning censers, suspended at each 
opening, the‘winding avenues, lined with 
innumerable lights, making a fiery passage 
up the sides of the vast acclivity, seemed 
to those ill the old town of Cairo, or such 
as inhabited the banks of the Nile, as if 
the palace was one huge ball of light sus¬ 
pended in the air, but confined to the 
earth by so many Strings of vivid flame. 
The troopers had lined each passage, the 
eunuch guards had taken tlujir station 
nearer the presence, and all was in readi¬ 
ness fbr ‘the great golden doors to be 
thrown ofien, that divided the gorgegus 
saloon of ceremony, and throne of tjhe 
ruler, who guided this part of that gard^ 
of nature, and especial spot of Providencer, 
to the view of those Avho dared venture, 
by light or courtesy, to so august a pre¬ 
sence. 

readiness, when the seignior 
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Tabel, superior officer of the eunuchs of 
the harenf, and occasional gentleman- 
ysher, captain-general of the dwarfs, &c. 
&c., glided thro\igh an aperture, and took 
his station close against the carved massive 
golden panels of the principal folding 
doors. His appearance it would be im¬ 
possible accurately to describe: his huge 
turban was brilliantly bedizened with 
sparkling gems; a large crescent blazoned 
on the to]), like a ncAV moon; a sash, or 
scarf, hung from the left shoulder, across 
the breast and back, and dragged on the 
opposite ;side ; his slippers weje scarlet and 
yellow, curiously wrought with gold, the 
points turning up nearly to his» krfees. In 
his hand he bore a staff, or mace, of gojd, 
as weighty as he could well carry, richly 
ornamented, and surmounted with the 
ensign of the prophet. 

After looking himself well ofer Kir 
some time, and taking particular care 
those about should notice hfm also, Hh 
turned his face close to the rich«eMrance, 

TOL. 1. H 
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and after a short space, answered a signal 
from within, when the doorso flew open, 
as if by enchantment, and shewed a scene 
that dazzled the eyes, and nearly over¬ 
powered every sense. At the same mo- 
meiU, twice seven golden trumpets an¬ 
nounced the caliph was sitting, and the 
court open. The various and more bois¬ 
terous instruments from without gave in¬ 
formation to the city; the great gongs 
sounded, tlie gups on the battlements 
roared; the vesseis ori the river caught 
the strain, as the distant hills answered in 
echo, and the ocean swallowed the din. 

The great Elmuton, caliph and Viceroy 
of Grahd Cairo, was seated beneath 
nopy of gold cloth, studded and ^stir- 
mounted with the symbol of the Maho¬ 
metan faith; the holy Koran and sacred 
sabre were placed before him, on a large 
cushion of costly stuff, illuminated with 
perfumed lamps, that spread their odour 
tliroughout the vast apartment* Imme- 
di^teiy^jbeljind Elmuton was arranged a 
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body of black ferociousJooking Arab 
guards; aiid near them the public execu¬ 
tioners, whose appearance struck terror to 
the beholder, and in the most terrific cos¬ 
tume. On the viceroy’s light stood the 
youthful Felix, in most magnificent at¬ 
tire ; his face bore a somewhat pallid hue, 
but bis whole contour was of a beautiful 
cjast Next him was placed the faithful 
Monrod* whose countenance looked the 
index of honesty. On the^ caliph’s left 
was a vacant place: it was generally filled 
by the next in authority after the royal 
blood, consequently it belonged to Sebas¬ 
tian; Jteowever, he was not present, 

Elmuton rose from his seat,^ and, assist¬ 
ed by the officiating priests,-approached 
the holy Koran in a reverent manner, 
|)Owing thrice, and extending his arms full 
length, over the sacred volume, in solemn 
silence; he then returned backwards tp 
his seat. It was now for the next in r^k 
and honottrs to perform the same; as such, 
all eyes ^ere ’ turned on Felix. Such a 

H 2 
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tremour pervaded his frame he could 
scarcely contain himself: he*turned to 
Monrod, and in one glance conveyed vo^ 
lunies of meaning: if he prostrated himself, 
he should beliejns new-einbraced creed; he 
stood^ aghast. When Mon rod passed, slow¬ 
ly and reverently, to perform the service, a 
look full of inquiry passed round, even from 
tlie grand caliph to the most subordinate 
officer; all was silent for a moment, when 
the old soldier stepped up to the chief 
priest, and whispered a short sentence. 
This satisfied the divine, who making his 
obedience to Elmuton, in confirmation of 

♦ I 

the same, the ceremony proceeded# 

It may he necessary to say, Monrod in¬ 
formed the' holy/father, that until FeilK 
was o))enly reinstated, and the late decree 
of banishment publicly cancelled, he stood 
but ill the situation of the humblest slave. 
Tliis act of submission and duty was com¬ 
municated to the viceroy, and by him 
highly approved. 

Wlien the chie*f officers had'paid their 
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reverence to the dictates of the prophet, 
and one universal prostration was per¬ 
formed, the business of the night com¬ 
menced. Now again a repetition of sound 
from the golden throats of the clarions 

within, was answered by the clamour 
without. Standing in the centre of the 
arch of the doorway, was still the little 
great Tabel, with his face towards his 
master. Behind, and waiting to be mar¬ 
shalled to the foot of the throne, was a 
body of aged Mameluke officers, without 
arms or accoutrements appertaining to 
war, bej^ring, in humble suit, a petition 
in beffelf of their suffering fellows, now 
groaning under vsevere punishmeift, as re¬ 
bel prisoners, awaiting'^only tlie limid^of 
death to end their miseries. 

After a time, they were conducted by 
the mighty marshal major domo, in silence, 
to the foot of the throne, when an aged 
and \vell-proved loyal Mameluke thus ad-; 
dressed the chief in power—Dread sire, 
and most potent prince, calip|i Elmuton, 
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our poor services thou hast ever had at 
command, and ever found use loyal and 
dutiful; but our deluded and humble fet 
lows, feeling the vengeance of your mighty 
and all-powerful arm, and sorely smarting 
beneath the chastening rod of Sebastian 
the brave, crave your gracious mercy, that 
their lives be spared.^ 

"J'o this the caliph replied—My sen¬ 
tence on the renegadoes shall suspend, un¬ 
til the brave Sebastian his report hath 
made, whose sorrowed heart is so oppress¬ 
ed with wo, that, instead of laurels, cy¬ 
press entwines his brows.” 

After prostration, the petitioners with¬ 
drew, ahd ra body of citizens then ap¬ 
proached, in iniK/fi the same manner, and 
presented the following—Great father, 
and most mighty judge, your loyal and 
afflicted citizens, partaking with you the 
general grief, here offer their true and un¬ 
feigned love, and firm attachment, for 
your condolence ; and to stop some fac¬ 
tion that is jstirring, do pray tliat you> in 



ORIENTAL WANDERINGS. 151 

your perfect judgment, name your suc¬ 
cessor, that they may hope to teach him 
to love them ere he doth command.” 

'* Elmuton at this was somewhat aflfected; 
but soon recovering, answered—“ Citizens, 
I love and thank ye all; and if the sultan 
should grant my wish, when I no 15nger 
can guide the public weal, that this great 
care devolve on Felix, my well-beloved 
son; now let the trumpets speak my wish 
aloud, and register it in heaven.” 

The instruments, obedient to their mas¬ 
ters, sounded with double force. . 

During the day it had become pretty 
generally known wdiat was t6 take place at 
council in the evening, and had ^partially 
prepared the city for,this jpyful news; 
therefore, when it was thus announced,-the 
rejoicing was so loud and instantaneous, 
that with the quick tiring of the ordnance, 
the clanging of public and private gongs, 
the shouting of the people, and, as by en¬ 
chantment, the sudden illuminations, fill- 
ing the hitherto dark paints of the town 
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with brilliant glare, so struck upon the 
senses, and the concussion produced by 
the explosion of full-charged cannon so. 
shook the ground, as if the earth waif 
bursting with rejoicing. 

When the dib within was hushed, Felix 
was led by the priests to the feet of the 
caliph, where he kneeled, and received the 
blessing of his father. The prince then 
accepted the homage of the whole C9urt; 
and with what fervency it was given, every 
countenance expressed. Poor little Tabel 
found it extremely difficult to restrain his 
expressions of delight within the bounds 
of decorum; he whisked about* like a 
chicken in a crowd—sidled first one officer 
out of place,’* and < then another, until he 
got behind the object of bis solicitude; he 
then, in a manner which he did not wish 
to be observed, seized the hand of tlie 
prince, and gave it such a tremendous 
squeeze, that made Felix turn sharply 
round, and almost cry out with pain; but 
when the eye of the youth caught the fea- 
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tures of him that caused the momentary 
pang, it had nigli upset the gravity of his 
r^ce, for the jostling jack-in-office so grin¬ 
ned, nodded, and twisted his countenance 
into such queer contortioi)s, that Felix 
was obliged to turn away. 

The ceremony attending the late cir¬ 
cumstance had thus far ceased, when a 
single trumpet bespoke the entrance of 
someone of consequence. Sebastian now 
entered, but slightly'attended; and after 
attending to the various Mahometan 
observances, as to religious significations, 
he, in Uie most humble manner, went 
through those of duty and obcd'^ence to 
his royal master; then taking the place 
assigned to his rank, EJmutcIn addressed 
him in the following manner;—My 
good and valiant friend Sebastian, wel¬ 
come, most welcome! I ever feel a va¬ 
cancy when thou art not by. Beside, to 
shew the love I so much bear towards 
thee, would have thee witness^what herein 
I shall write, that thy good allegiance may 

H 3 
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reach the sultan’s knowledge, and from 
him meet a reward for thy manifold 
victs rendered to the state.” ^ 

Elmuton then wrote with his own hand 
(it being to the saltan), which, when it 
was finished, he gave into the hands of 
Sebastian to read; and as he perused it in 
silence, the contents were evidently much 
to his satisfaction, for each muscle of his 
face bespoke the gratification of his%eart, 
as he returned it to his master, bend¬ 
ing at the same time on one knee, and ac¬ 
companying the observance with these 
words—‘‘ High and mighty sire, my poor 
services you ever overrate; and my heart, 
that has* of hie been swelled to the brim 
with fiorrovV, now binds my tongue, an^db 
stops my honest thanks. Pardon, sire; 
but take my silence for my eloquence.” 

The caliph then sealed the scroll, and 
commanded that some trusty messenger 
be forthwith dispatched with it on thi^ in¬ 
stant, and with all speed imaginable, and 
prc^r reve^nce, lay it at the imperial 
sultan’s feet 
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During this c^mony Sebastian wiis 
restless and conspicuously uneasy; he en- 
’^deavoured as much as possible to keep 
his eyes from the part where the prince' 
and Monrod stood, but h^ was incapable; 
and as often as they wandered involunta¬ 
rily there, would be sure to .meet tlie 
scrutinising gaze of the veteran officer, 
and seemed to give him fresh embarrass- 
merit. At length, the viceroy having dis- 
patclied his commission by a proper offi¬ 
cer to the sultan his master, he again 
turned to Sebastian, and resting his eyes 
on him, for a short time, said—“ You, my 
good friend, who so keenly feel for others’ 
wo, dispel this too long che/ished melan¬ 
choly, and take share' ll the general joy, 
and from him that is . dead transfer* thy 
love to him that lives.” 

Sebastian answered not for a moment, 
but reniained as buried in thought ;• then 
suddenly, as recollecting himself, and a- 
shamed of his absence, he hasti^ drew his 
hand across his forehead, fetched a de^ 
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sigh, and said, in a melancholy mood-— 
“ He that in the morning so^souely griev¬ 
ed over the. untimely grave of him he 
*loved, is but a sorry guest to make merry 
in the evening aj; the marriage-feast of him 
he doth respect.” 

Elmuton, turning on his seat, and tak¬ 
ing his officer by the hand, replied— 
“ Thou hast well spoken; for like a mar¬ 
riage it is, when sire and son meet, that 
have so long been sundered ; it is a union 
pleasing to the gods.” 

To wliich allusion the officer answered^ 
in something of a mysterious mapner— 
‘‘ Yet we are told tliat Orpheus wept when 
Pluto robbed Jiim of his Eurydice.” 

Felixt-at this seembd to catch the mean- » 
ing of tW^ dark communicant; his hand 
dropped by his side, and unknowing 
what he did, he griped that of his friend 
Monrod, who answered this dumb com¬ 
munication of thought with an equal 
pressure, but stirred not his face to meet 
that of his unfortunate young friend. 
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When Sebastian had finished his last 


^sort of metaphor, he cast his eyes on the 
ground and appeared thoughtful, which 
Elrnuton observing, interrupted liis reve¬ 
rie, by saying —** Why i^ my friend so 
thoughtful ? Does ought disturb his*pcace 
that I may not know ?” 

Again Sebastian, as awaking from a 
dream, turned fromdiis master, and, in an 
absent sort of way, replied—Thought¬ 
ful ! Me—no—nothing; but that I have 
lately had a dream, which somewhat moves 
me. Methought I saw our holy mosque 
transformed, and where tlie crescent stood 


a cross was fixed— ijou^ a grandsire, was 
dandling Christian brats.” • 

At this Monrod wiiispered the jpriiace, 


and said—‘‘We are betrayed; but fear 
him not, nor answer you aught.” 


The caliph rose from his seat, and fol¬ 


lowed Sebastian, who had gone forward 


several paces into the open floor of the 
court; aii(^ as he came in front of him, ex¬ 


claimed, in great agitation—tbe pro- 
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phet, you have turned my blood to ice! 
Speak more of this, for you seetn to give 
«the vision substance.” 

Sebastian now turned full on the prince 
and Monrod, a'nd then said carelessly to 
the father—“ You have the vision—let 
others give the substance that better can 
interpret.” 

The caliph did not notice the look his 
officer gave the prince, so full of meaning, 
wlien he was delivering his last words; 
but drawing his cimeter in rage, said— 
By the prophet’s shade, then, will I rip 
thy bosom open, and have the secret from 
thy heart!” 

The officeV immediately bared his bony 

bosem, ^nd exposing it to the point of th€ 

^ _ 

angry caliph’s weapon, cried—" Do ifc— 
it is here—fear not; then shall I not be¬ 
tray the secret of my princeat the same 
time pointing his finger, with savage ‘ex¬ 
ultation, towards the trembling youth, who 
stood fixed, like a statue of des^r. 
TheiiislAation was so pointedj-and eame 
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SO precipitately, Monrod was overwhelmed 
and unableto move; the father’s hand drop¬ 
ped—he rested on his sword—his eyes glared 
—a rising in his throat seemed to choke him. 
The perspiration at length gushed from 
every pore, and he found relief as Iris re¬ 
spiration became easier, when he turned 
to his son, and said, in frightful anger— 
“ Thy prince ! ha, ha, ha!—Felix, thou 
hypocrite, now is the dreadful vision past! 
Is it come to this, thou beast? Go, glut 
thy wife with blood and carcase both!” 

Here he made a dreadful thrust at his 
son, which was parried aside by Monrod, 
who w^atched, and expected his anger 

would rise to this. The x)ld faithful friend 

• • • 

of both then stood between them, and •ex¬ 
claimed to the father—Hold, and stain 
not thy soul with thine own blood! Hea¬ 
ven’s high laws divine forbid the damned 
deed!” 

Sebastian had now began to throw olF 
the mask ,of metaphor; he^ likewise aiv 
rested the arm of the <3aliphr*e7*d. said— 
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Our laws will not hold good, that you, 
without a just decree, should sidy a Chris-^ 
tian'" # 

Tlie last part of this sentence he accom¬ 
panied with such a Satanic grin, and un¬ 
questionable meaning of gesture, that 
completely overcame the viceroy; he re¬ 
mained fixed, and unable to articulate; a 
sudden chill ran througli every vein, and 
caused a momentary trembling. When 
he had recovered, he darted his eyes on 
the affrighted youth, as if to annihilate 
him, and said—Art thou Christianed 


too, thou dog'? Thy cunning hath saved 
thy blood from my hand; but thou shalt 
not escape*”* and J:hrovving his sword from 
hira, he clasped Ms hands, and, extending 
them above his head, continued—Come, 


all ye hell-born inventors, that ever 


your aid to mortal man, pour forth yoi^ 
dreadful seed upon my brain, that there 


may hatch such fell contrivances as earth’s 
creation never before conceived,!” 


Here^b«^stian, as if to assist his prayer. 
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whispered him, when he turned short 

round, and addressed his son, with the 

% 

most demoniac sarcasm, thus—‘‘ But tell 
nfe, I do beseech thee, if thou wilt be 
pleased to acknowledge me as governor 
here, if Monrod did not help and contrive 
to put this practice and this cheat on me?” 

The old soldier at this reddened with 
rage, and, drawing his sword, replied in 
a prompt and undaunted manner, alluding 
to the whisper that passed from Sebastian 
to his master—“ El mu ton, give back that 
thought—it was not thine own, nor dare 
to stain me thus; and but for reasons 
strong ancl stubborn, here would I render 
up my future services, and all eousidera- 
tion for the past, and bic‘ak this hpnest 
sword at thy feet. But in despite will I 
hold it a little longer; ay, and for thy 
need too, great caliph; and if any here 
there is that like it not, or think their own 
is better tempered, I dare them to the 
proof—I wall measure it with Jiim, blood 
for blood.” ♦Saying this, he passed Sebas< 
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tian, darting at him a look of the greatest 
contempt and defiance; then bowing 
slightly to his master, left the apartment 
with a firm step, without further cere¬ 
mony. 

The wretched Felix, thus left alone to 
his fate, seemed for a time lost; but arous¬ 
ing himself, and looking around him, as 
if to claim assistance from some one, though 
no eye of pity dared to turn upon him, he 
summoned more courage than could be 
expected, and with a firm voice, tiius de¬ 
livered himself—Great governor, slan¬ 
der not Monrod, nor lay tliy displeasure 
on that honest man, for, on my soul, he 
knew not of my doing! That I am a 
Chrisjtian, is mos^ true; and that I em- 
briiced the blessed faith of my own free 

w , *t 

and uncontrolled will, I swear! Witli 
such a parent, Elmuton, and without a 
home—a wanderer, contumed, disgraced, 
driven fortli to starve, all I did possess 
was within myself, and all my ardent love 
could wish for, or my soul pant after, that 
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have I possessed.—Oh God! there is my 
bosom’s wr^ck; and for the holy faith I 
Iftive embraced, there I fix my hope, and 
look for iny rewlird.” 

Sebastian, when he had heard this de^ 

« • 

claration, took the caliph aside, and in a 
low voice, called his master’s attention 
thus—]3read sire, dismiss your council 
and attendance; for if you banish this 
bold-faced blasphemer, or what else on 
him decree, it were best the sentence 
should be as private as possible. The 
Christians in the city are numerous, and 
dark cabal is yet lurking in secret places.” 

To wiiich precaution the caliph an¬ 
swered, taking the hand of liisjofficer with 
much fervency—“ Thaiiks, thanks,, my 
best of counsellors and friends!” and turn¬ 
ing, with mighty authority, commanded 
the court to be broken up, and all to leave 
the presence, save Sebastian, and that 
apostate dog Felix. 

The trumpets at this orde^ sounded a 
hi^ty retresft ; and with great precipitancy. 
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soon not a vestige of the imposing cere¬ 
mony remained. Little Tabel was deter¬ 
mined to be the last to leave; he fidgeteS 
about from place to place, and still found 
something to, do; the various openings 
were shut by him, one after another; but 
when the reluctant dwarf came to the 
private j^oor, used for the caliph’s entrance 
only, he hung fire confoundedly; at 
length, looking cunningly around, he laid 
his staff of office on the elevated mat be¬ 
side the entrance, and stretched himself 
full length on it also; be it known, this 
being a place for some trusty slave, that 
may be always ready and obedient to his 
imperious master’s call, and also to pre¬ 
vent the intrusion of improper guests, r 

The priests had removed the sacred 
blenis, and the saloon was stripped of its 
paraphernalia—the distressed Felix st(Jod 
alone, like the poison tree of Java, to be 
admired for its beauty, but shunned for 
its contamination. 

Our friend Tabel bad hardly taken his 
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station, before some one was summoned 

by the calipjj’s command to attend, who 

tftitil now, and during the departure of 

the court, liad been in earnest and close 

conversation with Sebastian however, the 

* 

little man did not choose to hear, but 
feigned sleep—for what purpose we shall 
discover anon. m 

The caliph repeated lus demand to 
know who waited, when Nulac entered, 
and stood in silence to await his orders. 
Elmuton then commanded him to send 
on the instant some four or six of his 
trusty Arab slaves. 

The officer bowed, and withdrew, when 
the father, turning and lookipg terribly 
on his son, exclaimed—No\V, then re¬ 
creant, hear thy doom; for though with¬ 
out the pale of our just laws thou hast so 
craftily thy life secured, that it is not safe 
to shed thy blood, 1 will send tbee on 
such a pilgrimage, as shall make thee in 
thy faith be sainted.” • 

Felix, wfthout betraying ver^ distress- 
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ing emotions, answered—If you would 
be merciful, be brief; and in^your tender 
kindness let my wife share the fate I must 
bear: it were mercy in thee to send such 
kindred souls, to paradise.” 

Sebastian, when he heard this, looked 
full in the caliph’s face, and gave a half 
laugh, n^nveying derision in its most pain^ 
ful meaning ; then placing his hands be¬ 
hind him, walked towards the door, as if 
to hide his mockery. 

Elmuton caught the strain, and more 
tauntingly continued to the oppressed 
youth—Oh, but thou cans! not be a 
perfect Christian until thou hast made the 
pilgrimage to your holy sepulchre, and 
benb in true devotion the supplicating 
knee, to make thee firm and upright in 
thy belief.” 

The unhappy young man was about to 
reply to this evil sarcasm with some 
warmth; ^t recollecting it would avail 
him nothing, and but irritate his malig¬ 
nant disposers, he drew himself erect, as 
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mantled with conscious innocence, and re¬ 
tired to the^pper part of the saloon. 

* Sebastian now marshalled the slaves or- 

% 

dered by the caliph to his master’s pre¬ 
sence. These were four black renegadoes, 
such as are at all times kept by the eastern 
despots for the most diabolical and hellish 
purposes: their countenances besp^e their 
calling, and their iigure and ferocious 
bearing declared their willingness and ca¬ 
pability to perform the worst of deeds. 

As they approached their master, they 
bent with savage courtesy, and awaited 
his comrn^nds, when the viceroy addressed 
them as follows:—‘^Fellows, I have a 
task for you to perform,^ which, If it is 
well done, will give yod freedom, wealth, 
and honours,” 

To which the leader of these black 
guards replied, with a hoarse and malig¬ 
nant voice—You cannot name a task, 
that for ^11 these we would j|ot under¬ 
take/’ 

Sebastian* then caught up thgthread of 
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discourse, and, in a significant manner, 
said to them—Your race*^ have often 
bled, and been scourged by Christian 
thieves, when they, in the madness of 
their folly, have sought Jerusalem; wouldst 
not Jike to be revenged ?” 

To which the savage replied, with a 
horrid grin—Oh, such a task as that 
would please the spirits of our departed 
fathers! To have my revenge on the dogs, 
would I sell my future hope, and stand 
my chance for that that is to come. Oh, 
it would please our gods, and give us 
blessed peace!” 

Elniuton commanded them to attend, 
his orders, which were in these — 

‘‘ Mark then what 1 will have thqe do; 
when this midnight liour shall come^^lake 
thou that Christian dog called Fcli)^ and 
conduct him as far as the plains of Thebes. 
But, mark me well—he is a Christian,- so 
help him^ot—nor halt, nor meat, nor 
drink, must thou with him partake: and 
if ^ fal^s. even there let him lie; but 
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bring thou to me such proof that you 
have not laid violent, mischievous hands 
*ypon him, to save our laws and bring to 
you reward. A stout sumpter mule shall 
be prepared for each of you good fellows, 
and in by-paths and unfrequented .roads 
leave the city cautiously; but suffer him 
not,' upon your lives, to hold communion 
with any one. From this time be ye his 
guards, and with good vigilance your duty 
do,” When this hofrid charge was deli¬ 
vered, the caliplj turned to Sebastian, and 
said—“ Tl)ere, honest oflScer, be the city 
in thy keeping this night; take thou the 
Ifeys, for no one so well, can this import 
tant duty sustain.” 

His officer, with the*humility of 4 sy¬ 
cophant, replied—To keep my master’s 
love and confidence will I be diligent in 
this great trust.” 

The caliph once more turned on his de¬ 
nounced victim, and eyeing ium with the 

ferociousness of a chained beast, when dis- 

♦ 

appointed of his prey, addresftsd him with 

VOE, I. I 
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all the angry fire of his soul, mixed with 
the bitterest irony—Now,”*^ said he-*- 
, now, holy pilgrim, you may depart op 
your sacred journey. These shall be your 
guards. You icannot say I sent you un¬ 
attended ; and as a further observance of 
your duty, will see you are properly pro¬ 
vided with a humble suit, becoming your 
errand. A cross shall dangle on thy ac¬ 
cursed breast; the scrip and band shall 
grace thy carcase; and for thy further 
comfort, a rosary shalUgird thy loins. 
Oh, the temples of thy faith wdll ring with 
prayers for tliy safety; and when thou 
diest, thy sainted image and thy name 
will be a thelne for hymns, and an object 
fot devotion.” 

Tabel had now heard enough; he slijied 
from Ms couch, and crawled cautiously, 
on all fours, along the floor, lest he should 
be observed; then gliding from behind 
one spacious pillar to the other, until he 
came to a private aperture, tl^at carried 
him int9 the garden of the harem. 



OEIENTAL WANDERINGS. 171 

f 

The wretched Felix heard his dreadful 
doom announced, with a fortitude he lit- 
Hje supposed he was master of. He re¬ 
plied not, nor did he betray any symptoms 
of horror by his behaviour ? his arms were 
folded, and he occasionally lifted hi* eyes 
to heaven, as firm and secure in his belief, 
to find deliverance there. Sebastian took 
the arm of his master, and was evidently 
endeavouring to draw him away; and as 
they passed slowly towards the caliph’s 
door, Felix’s fortitude forsook him, and he 
exclaimed, in a voice that would have 
moved the most obdurate heart—“ But 
say, oh, for Heaven’s sake! my wife—my^ 
Orinda! you will not dar^^ to bear me from 
her thus, until I have taken my last eter¬ 
nal farewell? As you hope for mercy 
hereafter, for thy immortal soul's sake, tear 
me not thus cruelly away from every tie 
that binds me to the earth!” 

The inhuman and deluded father was 
about to tu^rn, when his officei* prevented 
him, and he vociferated as he, departed—- 

I 2 


t 
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Thou dog, I banish thee from old Cairo^s 
bounds—so far I have a right by law, and 
so far will act !’* They then disappear^ 
from the view of the distracted Felix. 

Our unhappj^ subject of narrative stood 
petrified and motionless as stone, and look¬ 
ed a monument of melancholy. The 
Arabs hustled together, and appeared de¬ 
lighted in their new engagement; they 
chuckled and grinned in frightful exulta¬ 
tion, forming a group, such as may be ima¬ 
gined of evil spirits when they have work¬ 
ed upon the mind of some weak and un¬ 
watchful man, and set him upoma dread- 
'ful and soul-destroying deed. Their loud 
whisperings*and frequent turnings on their 
charge, at length aroused him; he had be¬ 
fore but little noticed them; what then 
must be his horror as he contemplated 
their visages, and found himself alone with, 
and wholly in the power of, such fiend¬ 
looking beings! but as desperation will 
catch at a bubble, so Felix approached his 
guards.. They made a dead set as he ad- 
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vanced, and fixed their eyes like basilisks 
upon him the contrast cannot be de¬ 
scribed. The poor youth, in a mild and 
heart-rending manner, surveyed the coun¬ 
tenance of each by turns; then pleading 
to him who seemed to be their leader, said 
—Oh! if you are a man, or have one 
tender shade of pity in your whole com¬ 
position, shall I not, for the mercy of Hea¬ 
ven, see once again my beloved, distressed 
wife ?” 

The monster stared full in his face, and, 
with a ghastly distortion of his mouth, 
turned away. Felix in the same way ap¬ 
pealed by turn to the others, and in turn^ 
met the sa||ae barbarous and appalling 
treatment. He then fetched a deep sigh, 
and throwing himself in an agony* of 
thought on a couch, left his keepers to 
triumph in their brutality. 
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CHAPTER VII. 


—-Defi)rm»ty is daring, 

It IS Its essence to o’ertake niankmd 

JBy heart atni soiil, and make itself the equal— 

Ay, the ‘-upenor of the rest. Tliere is 
A spur m its half movements, to become 
All that the others cannot, in such things 
Ab still are free to bmh, to compensate 
Vor stnpdaine Natuic’s avarice at first. 

Tliey uoo \^i^h jearless tleed'5 the smiles of fortunej 
And oft, like I’liiiour, the lame d artar, win them. 

Lord ,By jio.n. 

* * 

After. ]N,tonrod left the house of Selinus 
in the morning, and had made the arrange¬ 
ments, which wore the subject of a former 
chapter, tjje good Christian father repaired 
to tlie chamber of his afflicted daughter, 
and administered comfort to her distresses, 
by recounting all that had passed between 
him and the friendly Turk; and when the 
fair sufferer found he whom lier whole 
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soul doted on was safe, and likely in so 
short a time to bless her sight again, she 
Jbecame tranquil, and entered with avidity 
on the preparations for their midnight de¬ 
parture. 

All was in readiness lohg ere the sun 
had gone down, and with restlcssne^ was 
the hand of the dial traced from minute 
to minute, from hour to hour, and yet a 
dreadful space seemed to remain. As the 
time escaped, and the eventful period drew 
nearer, sometimes the doting parent would 
beguile the space, by drawing delightful 
pictures in anticipation, and tracing the 
delusive* path of hope. Thlis would old 
Affection say, taking tlie hand 0/ his be^ 
loved daughter in his—Coirfq, cheer thee, 
cheer thee, sweet heart,*it is not yet«the 
hour to be alarmed. Having that you 
So much love for so |hort time, you think 
it lost when it is out. of sight; a few short 
hours more and all will be well! yes, my 
dearly-beloved Orinda, we shall be blessed 
in other climes; and in my latter days^ as I 
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am gliding to the grave, I shall be made 
happy, I hope, in thy offspring, when 
they shall skip about my knees, as play-* 
. fill as the infant gnats that sport their hour 
in the sunbeams of an April evening.” 

At thii^momfent the burst of rejoicing 
was s6 great from the palace and citadel,* 
as almost to shake that part of the town 
called Old Cairo, situated on the banks of 
the Nile, and inhabited chiefly by Chris¬ 
tians and Jews, who are the principal traf¬ 
fickers of this sublime and highly-gifted 
country, yet so shamefully neglected by 
the indolence of its natural inhabitants. 
As the clang of cannon, trumpets, and ‘ 
gongs, vibrated on the river, and through 
the air, it st^Tick 'terror to the heart$ 
Orinda and her parent, and made them 
sicken witji apprehension for the futi^re 
fate of hira^’ho was tjic cause. 

Scarce had the din. died away, or the 
Christian father and daughter overcome 
the emotions arising from it, when their 
privacy was broken in upon by<the hasty 
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atid abrupt entering of Monrod in breath¬ 
less agitation.^ As he made his way into 
the chamber, he stopped on the threshold, 
atid said, by way of opening his errand as 
cautiously as possible—The good man 
that hath sorrow to impart should ntTid some 
tender preface for his theme; but tvhen 
the purport requires haste, much talk is 
vain, and but loss of precious time.’* 
Orinda started from her seat, as though 
she anticipated unpleasant tidings, and ex¬ 
claimed—To be brief then is charity; 
fear not, good man, to give utterance to 
what thy bosom is charged withal, for 
mine has become so used to suspense of 
late, and imaginary evils, I think tjie wont 

of real can shake it little now?# 

• • 

“ Prepare then for th*e worst,” replied 
the old soldier, “ for I shall stri^so hard 
upon the chords of thy heart, tWre the vi» 
bmtion will shake thy very inmost soul. 
Know then,” he continued, ** the caliph 
has discovered the marriage and apostacy 
of his son, and but for my arm, would have 

I 3 
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slayed him, in his rage,.on the spot; but 
that he has become a Chrikian, the laws 
do save his life; but banishmelit for ever,^, 
^ I fear, will be his fate.” t 

Orinda clasped her hands, in a strange 
mixture feeling, and cried—‘‘ Banish¬ 
ment!—oh, banishment will be bliss!” 

Selin us caught the sound, and in an 
ecstacy followed—‘‘ Banishment shall be 
bliss indeed! Now, my poor children, will 
, we hence together.—Thy laws, my gene- 
^ rous Turk, dare not, nor shall not detain 
us here: I will freely give whatever the 
state is indebted to me, and will openly 
and fearlessly leave this polluted Hty.” 

On no pretence whatever would I have 
thee linger here,” replied Monrod—it 
were dangerous; Elmuton has those about 
him will^ fan the flame of his resent¬ 
ment, tha’i^ws, human or divine, will not 
protect thee against his kipdled hatred. 
This homrid storm burst in open council, 
and is publicly known: that huU-born 
viper, Sebastian, brought it so craftily t(;^ 
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Krth, that none living shall dare to bruise 
its head, of stem the progress of the fear- 
,ful rage it hath begot, I would have thee, 
for thy lives’ sake, away at once, for one 
there is w'ho, with Argus eyes, will nar- 
rowly watch us all——” 

Selinus interrupted him, and said— 
" But thou, my sincere and honest friend, 
shall with us too; Cairo is now no resting- 
place for thy aged head; my poor widow¬ 
ed child’s bosom shall be the pillow for our 
old grief to repose in;, hand in hand will 
we, in strangers’ land, together to the 
grave.” 

" That must not be, thou good and 
worthy man,” answered Monrod: “ 1 
thank thee, from my soul,*/or thy kind 
consideration; but the Ibw remainlng-days 
of my life will I devote to the^d of my 
mistaken and abused master; i^|pde, while 
I breathe have I sworn to cherish the 
hope of revenge on the head of that incar*' 

I 

mte iStevil Sebastian!— yes, I will stay, 
and whatever be my &te, will I faithfully 
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keep my watch; and if 1 sink without 
gratifying my appetite, let men call it by 
wbat name they will, or s^ing* the delu- 

_ i 

,si(^ vanish from Elmuton’s eyes, 1 shall 
but di^ in the fashion of the world, a dis- 
appointed man.’’ 

“ nisappointed!” vociferated Selinus; 
“ shall I b^ talk of being disap¬ 

pointed of revelige so just ?—no! was he 
my greatest enemy, would I help to ac-. 
• complish a wish like this. The Christians 
‘^n tba dty are numerous, and to me as 
a brother sworn in love.—Poor child.’” 
said he, turning to Orinda, who stood mute 
and motionless,*“ poor thing! for thee will 
1 tind a resting-place secure, until this old 
arm. shall help*to hurl retribution on khe 
foe of my friend!” ' 

Orinda had wrestled violently with in¬ 
tending paH^ons during the discourse of 
her father and Monrod; but this last ad¬ 
dress to her had aroused her as her parent 
had never before witnessed. She parted 
her disordered ringlets from her forehead. 
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then crossing her hands, and pressing fer¬ 
vently her bosom, said, in an amazonian 
voice—Rest! would my father talk to 
mfe of rest ?—oh, that were vain! I feel 
myself unsexed-r—dire revenge hath turned 
the milk of my nature to l)itterest gall f 
the famed acts by Roman dames of old 
achieved, shall be but play-tricks to what 
I will perform, if on the devoted jjiead of 
my beloved and injured Felix a single 
hair they bruise! Come, my father, nerve 
thyself for such doing, as shall make this 
proud caliph tremble!” 

Monrod answered to this vehement vent 
of feeling, with great warmth and much^ 
concern—Hold, woman, hold!” said he; 

" if you give offence, pr* by amy outrage 
break the laws, and at this time too, when 
rancour is grown so ripe, the occasion will 
answer the purpose of your eneftiies, and 
you will be the Christians’ murderer ” 

Old Selinus to6 was alarmed at his 
daughter’s intemperance; an4 In a tone 
that sometthat softened her impetuosity, 
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said—-*' For the mercy of Heaven, my 
child, be calm! Some trusty and well- 
tried friends, that I have near at hand^ 
shall at each outlet of the city closefy 
watch, that we may learn the destination 
of our beloved and injured Felix ” 

Mdnrod then again advised them to 
leave Cairo on the instant; gave them his 
blessing and saying he must now depart, 
for should his absence be observed, it 
might create a suspicion, and mar his future 
prospects of serving them ; and as he was 
leaving the apartment, a servant entered, 
with a sort of note or letter, which he de¬ 
livered to Selinas, with these words—A 
strflnge,, curious, and mysterious-looking 
man, much ’muffled up in a dark pi^^se, 
in breathless haste, spoke not, but rddely 
thrust this into my hand; then glancing 
his eyes cautiously around, made his way 
with much speed.” 

Selinus eagerly snatched the scroll, and, 
in some alarm, read aloud the following 
Selimis, if life is worth your keeping, 
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instantly, with your daughter, quit this 
town. The citadel gates are now closing, 
four guard?are appointed to leave at mid¬ 
night with the banished Felix. Avoid, 
but watch Sebastian.” 

Selin US, much agitated,* exclaimed— 
“ Can you, my good friend, trace the 
writer of this by the characters ? to me 
they are unknown; but it evidently comes 
from some anxious and secret friend/’ 

As Monrod traced the contents, he 
replied—" Well indeed I know the cha¬ 
racters ; they are from the hand ^f Tabel, 
the eunuch dwarf. 1 must now no longer 
stay; th& prophet have ye* in his holy 
keeping !” He tlien precipitately^ left 
house. 

The anticipated and imiportant hour now 
was drawing near, that was proposed for 
many Christians, as well as those connect¬ 
ed with our narrative, to leave the city of 
Cairo^ The government of Elmuton had 
.df late been so much abused, and such un¬ 
warrantable extortions practised on the 
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traders by the officers of the viceroy, that 
it was no sooner whispered in their private 
circles that Selinus, w^hom th^ named in. 
' common their father, was about to quit 
Egypt, than applications yvere made by 
numerous tried‘friends to accompany him. 
In fa^ft, many had already dropped down 
the river, in open boats, &c., to prevent 
observation, or elude suspicion, that the 
destined vessel might overtake and receive 
them jmore securely on board. 

As the appointed hour drew at hand, 
and the fi|^ace fixed for the general meet¬ 
ing being a private quay at Bulac, several 
friends called at the house of Selinus. In- 
deed, so few were the Turkish inhabitants 
in this part, ettiat it was neither so closely 
watdied, nor narrowly guarded, as other 
and more interior parts of the town* Be¬ 
side, a little stir or bustle amoiyg the 
Christians in the night, seldom much 
disturbed the Turks, who retired sooner, 
and rose earlier, both from religious tenets 
and custom, except in times of <jrevelling 
and mjarry-maiking. 
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Great was the surprise and disappoint^ 
ment among the friends, when they learn¬ 
ed, from Seiinus an^ Orinda, what had 
happened. Little discussion, however. 


took place ^ to their future proceedings, 
for no sooner was it requested by Seliniis 
that some few should assist him to disco¬ 


ver what road the object of their solicitude 
was to be taken, than a universal and 


spontaneous offer of services was volun¬ 
teered. He then desired them, when 


that should be satisfactorily ascertained, 
that they would leave the land of their 
oppressors, every thing being so properly 
prepared ; as for himself and daught^, no ^ 
consideration whatever should prevent 
them from following their beloved li'elix, 
that ultimately he might be wrested frdm 
the cruelty and oppression he at present 
laboured under. The visitors then left 


the father and daughter, and proceeded 
upon their secret mission, and to make 
the observations necessary to l^ie comfort 
of their friends. 
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When Selinus and Orinda were again 
left alone, they threw off as much as pos* 
sible their despondency, an^ summoned 
all their fortitude to back their enterprise. 
They agreed that strong.mules for each 
should be instantly prepared, and in rea¬ 
diness for their departure; but what dis¬ 
guise to travel in the most likely to elude 
detection, and least inconvenience them, 
or draw on them the notice of the various 
wandering hordes of robbers* and freeboot- 
ers, that so much annoy travellers and 
infest the country, for a time puzzled 
their inventions ; w hen Orinda’s ingenuity 
concluded it would be best to lightly en¬ 
cumber .-their beasts with a small quantity 
of th,e meaftest * merchandize, and have 
about their persons only such a quantity 
of gold and silver as might prevent dis¬ 
appointment, in ease they should be stop¬ 
ped by the wandering gentry, and thus 
preserve their lives or save further moles¬ 
tation on their way. Their bulk of wealth, 
whiph was great in*value but umall in di- 
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mensions, this they would, somehow or 
other, conceal about their persons, or in 
the baggage of their mules. She then be- 
soifght her father to prepare thus far with¬ 
out delay, and ^ho to habit himself in 
mean attire, while she would do the same, 
so as to appear his son, as the male ha*bili- 
ments would be much tlie most conve¬ 
nient, and, for many considerations, be 
the best security for her sex. This plan 
was agreed on at once, and at once they 
set about putting it into execution. 

At parting, Orinda took her father’s 
hand alFectionately, and said—“ Now, my 
father, I will put on such disg^uise as shall 
befit our purpose; and in our perijs, if I 
lag, or shew the weakness* of foy sex. re- 
buke me thus—say that T have ceased 4o 
love my injured Felix, and forgot my 

A 

duty to my father; do this—it will spur 
oti to more than mortal bearing; your 
daughter must not live to see her husband 
mocked.” 

When M#nrod left the house of Seli- 
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nus, he made the utmost speed possible, 
to gain the citadel ere the gates should be 
closed; and also he wished, at the same 
time, to be present at that ceremony, Iels 
that service was usually performed by him. 
Indeed it was his post of honour, as his 
title of rank bespoke—‘‘ Captain of the 
guard.” 

As he was making his way through a 
dark, narrow, and sandy street, something 
impeded his path. At first he supposed 
it was a large black dog, grovelling in the 
dust for such offal as might there be thrown 
by the inhabitants—for the streets of Cairo 
at all times abound with innumerable half- 
starved creatures of this kind; and such a 
veneration aio the Turks hold for cats, 
that sometirnes a family will mourn for 
days at the death of one of their feline fa¬ 
vourites. If the master of a house enters, 
or a visitor, of ever so great consequence, 
is shewn to the best couch, and finds it 
previously occupied by Grimalkin, she is 
removed^ith the ^eatest caution, or suf* 
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fered to remain unmolested ; and the mid¬ 
night harmony, or rather discord, of these 
caterwaulers, so fill the streets of Cairo 
with their disagreeable din, that an Euro¬ 
pean, not used \o it, mighj; suppose ten 
thousand JVhittingtons had lately inngport- 
ed their cargoes. 

But to return to the supposition of 
Monrod-«-he was about to strike the object 
of^ts impediment, when it raised itself 
on tis legs, and saluted him thus—Oh, 
good seignior Monrod, my worthy friend, 
we have met most opportunely! I "have 
been to inform the Christian merchant. 


Selinus, of the great danger he is in, if he. 
remains with his daughter in this lown. I 
procured a key, and let myself out n pri¬ 
vate way from the garden of the harem, 
and meant to return the same; but, un¬ 


fortunately, running with uncommon 
speed, two fighting curs crossed my path, 
and threw me headlong some distance 
into the road, and almost smot|iered me 
in dust; and in my|Jarra hqve lost the 
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I^Tecious key, which, if I find not again, 
shall have the gates closed on me, and my 
poor head must answer for my good m- 
tentions.” 

Monrod covdd scarcely forbear laughing, 
with all his troubles, at the woful plight 
of his unlucky friend Tabel. I suppose 
the reader had guessed before this who 
was the sand-disturbing hero: and as he 
was about to assist in the search, a triJha- 
pet sounded the second signal for the gates ^ 
to close. He had yet some distance to 
go, and not a moment to spare; he there¬ 
fore left tlie little man, up to his middle 
in dust and in a violent fit of sneezing, 
produced by the rising particles, to make 
the best bf tlie waj he could. 

The little dingy, dust-bedaubed dwarf 
no sooner saw his brother officer leaving 
him in so abrupt and hasty a manner, than 
he scampered after, making such a cloud 
of dust, that, had it been day, would have 
darkene^the atmosphere, erj^ing out at 
the same time, in a loud sort of whisper, 
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for the assistance of his comrade, to help 
him in his spped. Moiirod, however, was 
s6on out of si^ht, and had just made bis 
en!rance good within the portico as the 
guards were descending, headed by Sebas¬ 
tian. The veteran was somewhat chagrin¬ 
ed at this, but turned up a by-path, to 
prevent an unpleasant encounter, and also 
to avoid su^picior), tha\ might arise if the 
kn6wl((?dge of his dej)arture from the walls 
should come to the ear of his rival. 

The soldiers had now arrived at the 

), ^ 

portal, the sentry was set, and the mas¬ 
sive gates being closed, wlien, puffing 
and‘ blowing, making as much noise to • 
obtain his breath as a horse that is touched 
in the wind, and called, by those g^tle- 
men who make dealing in that useful ani- ^ 
inal their profession, a roarer,” little 
Tabcl had just lime to thrust himself be¬ 
tween, ar.d narrowly escaped a confound¬ 
ed squeezing. 

The searching eye of Sebt^tign soon 
caught the iSgure of our friend, rod in a 
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voice that bespoke the authority of all his 
oflScers combined, demanded to know 
what thing that was, that dared so rudely 
to pass at the moment of the closing ? 

Tabel answered not; for the best of rea¬ 
sons—it was impossible—he had no breath 
for words. His silence was quite enough 
to raise jealous thoughts in Sebastian, who 
commanded his ixten to strip tjie being, 
and see what they there had got—whether 
it w as a baboon escaped from the royal me¬ 
nagerie, or a dancing dog run away from 
its master. 

$ 

The littl^ man could liear, though he 
could not speak, and throwing off his 
du^y covering, with an air of insulted 

dignity,^ stood before the great man. 

( 

Little did Sebastian expect to see Tabel, 
and a thousand distrustful ideas flashed 
across his mind; he demanded of him, in 
an unceremonious and austere manner, 
what business drew him without the walls 
at that unseasonable hour? 
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self and his breath also, and to prepare an 
^answer at tfie same time, took some short 
&^)aGe to blow the dust from his nostrils, 
and wipe it froni his eyes; then gulping 
and spitting by turns, until he had collect¬ 
ed himself sufficiently, and almost tired 
the patience of those wlio beheld his ma¬ 
noeuvres, he at last said—Seignior Se¬ 
bastian, I have been on business of some 
importance, and fearful that you might 
be disturbed if the gates were closed on 
me, have so hurried myself, that I know 
not wfiat the conse(|ucncc may be. But, 
howcv(A’, I have executed iity commission, 
and if 1 die in the service of those I lov^, 
it will but be that I have jyroperly done 
my duty.” 

To this the officer answered, with a 
malignant lower of his heavy brows— 
“ You are a cunning knave, and I do 
mistrust you for a go-between.—Guards, 
bind the deformed devil, and throw him 
in a dungeon, as deep as that idiich con- 
firies his father Lucifer.—If you cannot 

VOL. I. K 



194 ORIENTAL WANtjfelINGS. 


make it appear on the niottoiiir, that your 
commission was to serve yoiir master, 
will hang you, like a fawning cur as yq,u 


are, and then throw your carcase to your 
four-footed fellow-creatures, to banquet 


and snarl over.” 


To whicli savage sei]ten(‘e Tabel replied, 
with some consequence—‘‘ Noble officer, 
it grieves me more to fall under thy dis¬ 
pleasure, than the apprehension of under¬ 
going the fate you would inflict upon me; 
for 1 can make it so clearly appear, that 
what 1 have this night done was but my 
duty, therefore I tremble not at tlie con- 
siequences.” 

“ Then sny,”< vociferated Sebastian, 
‘‘ what was thy errabd, or my orders shall 
on the instant be put in force.” 

At this the little man cleared his throat 


with a loud hem, and Avith a face as 
brazen as the modern naked Achilles, an¬ 
swered—You know, great captain, the 
sentence of chir royal master oi;» that arch 
liypocrite Felix. It is decreed, that he 
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■‘f ^ 

should hav® parts of his dress to ap¬ 

pear Ghristian-like, and not having any 
their polluted trash within oiir holy, 
walls, I have been among the Christian 
traders, to procure a cross, and such ridi¬ 
culous trappings as they in their eustom 
are wont to wear, that all things may bo 
in readiness when the hour shall arrive 
that is to rid us for ever of such barefaced 
infamy.” 

Sebastian eyed him from head to foot 
with a hard-believing survey, and hastily 
inquired where the things he so diligently 
sought* after were concealed, as he, saw 
them not about his person. 

To which question the d^^i^iJirf answered, 
drawing his figure upright to its liighest 
pitch of elevation, and throwing his head 
back in a very consequtotial manner—1 
had hoped my master had thought better 
of his slave; does he think I am become 
so lost in faith, that I should labour under 
the weight of such detestSd emblems? 
No, no, thanks to the prophet’s care, I 

K 2 
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am not so far polluted! a slave that ac¬ 
companied me hastened on bef6re me with, 
. the burthen, and must, ere this, hav,e 
reached my private apartments.” 

This swaggering lie, delivered with so 
hopefhl a grace, perfectly did his business 
in the way he intended it should. The 
great officer seemed to be obliged to be 
convinced, much against his will, and he 
» abruptly bade the dw^arf lienee, and finish 
the work he had begun, and to meet him 
as soon as possible in the octagon court of 
the castle. 

We need not say how^ joyfully fhe little 
lying lump scampered off, after so narrow 
an escape; l>^it it^rhay be needful to give 
some little iiiforrrlation, how it was possi¬ 
ble he w<?uld be able to cover the false¬ 
hood he had so boldly asserted. Wc have 
already said, in a former part of this forest 
of vowels and consonants, syllables and 
monosyllables, winding phrases and crook¬ 
ed metaphors, that the Mahomptans, once 
a yeaf, holdf- the feast, or fast, or some- 
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thing very like both, of the Ramadan, 
which is a public fast and festival not 
much dissimilar to what is observed by 
pilose of another, and of course a more 
enlightened faith; and among other amuse¬ 
ments of the time, public .masquerades are 
frequent; and by way of diversion, the 
Turks will sometimes assume the dress of 
a Christian, and go through many cere¬ 
monies, by thenp^observed, with the great¬ 
est mock solemnity. Tabel, in the various 
occupations of his professions, was general 
wardrobe-keeper of the harem, and con¬ 
sequently had some of the above-named 
dresses in his custody; this thought struck 
his fertile mind on the emergency, and 
how well it answered Jiis purpose has al¬ 
ready appeared. ' ^ 
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CHAPTER VIII. 


It is a gloomy spncc^ ior men to think 
Tiic very tide when troubled spirits work; 

And dark innii^ination hatclies, 

To give birth to deeds that sliould no record bear, 

Or puzzle time to say when they uere born. 

Onginal. 

Hark ! what sound was that which struck 
upon the ear, and, with such solemnity, 
charging the surrounding air? It is the 
hollow gong, announcing the fatal hour of 
midnight—fatal alike to the fond father, 
tender-loving ^>vife, heart-broken, affec¬ 
tionate iSon and husband ! All now is still, 
where, so short time since, the sounds of 
revelry and boisterous clamour were so 
conspicuously heard and invaded the dis¬ 
tant silence. The palace, shining like a 
brilliant meteor, illuminating the misty 
atmosphere, now is scarcely visible in the 
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dark expanse; the busy buzzing streets, 
glaring with hues of light, varied in co- 
,lours as the heavenly token-bow: here 
gnd there are faintly perceived a passing^ 

gleam adds to the 
dreariness of the scene.* AH nature seems 
to have received some sudden sho(;k; the 
passing winds move imperceptibly, and 
the stars twinkle, as trembling in security. 
The waters too how liuslied! with heaving 
swells the current passes on, and playful^ 
waves no more kiss the pebbled shore, and 
cause a rustling commotion there: the 
dog, as fearful in his watch, bays not the 
silent •tide, nor awakens. echo with his 
howl: the calendar of time seems closed, 
as if afraid to record sopie ^ire event. 

Ah ! see the strar/ge.apathy is Tiow dis¬ 
turbed, the darkened gloom partially dis¬ 
persed, and activity, ’in a fearful shape, 
awakened—see the insulted victim of a 
villain^s jplousy, the unfortunate Felix, 
pale as despair could paint him, conducted 
by his brutal guards dovfn a flight of 


torch, whose solitary 
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steps into the court below, to have indig¬ 
nity crowned with insult, Sebastian, 
with a savage gratification living on his 
countenance, attended only by a few of 
his picked creatures,’'^ formed a guard to 
the unhappy youth; who was placed be¬ 
tween |he four Arabs especially appointed 
by tlie caliph, 

AVhen the frightful cavalcade reached 
the centre of tlie court, where were placed 
four innles, and Tabel attending with the 
Christian habit, Felix seemed too much 
absorbed with hisown thoughts to notice 


any one else. A deathlike silence reign¬ 
ed ; the few gugrds formed a circle around 
the wretched outcast, and poor Tabel 
stood, as unwilling^to begin the ceremony 
of dressitig. i:?ebasfiaKi, at length, as if he 
wished to get rid of the commission, step¬ 
ped forward, and holding liis cimeter aloft, 
said, wdth a sullen voice—“ Prepare!” 

The Arabs, wdth alacrity, mounted 
their beasts, and drew their weapons; lit¬ 
tle Tabel tremblingly placed the cowl and 
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vest on his still secretly well-beloved young 
friend, and seemed dreadfully afraid lest 
•any one should offer to assist; he then 
tied the waist with a eord, and suspended 
a small rosary. Still .did Felix remain 
seemingly unmindful of the mockery. 
The dwarf had now done as much as was 
needful for his own security, and fell with¬ 
out the circle. 

Sebastian, as if to stimulate his men to 
further insult, gave a kind of half-laugh, 
and turned away with the most direct 
meaning of ribaldry. The creatures of the 
man in^ office then grounded their arms, 
and with a deal of mock pomp, knelt o|i 
one knee, after the Christian fashion, and 
with one voice excljiinied—^ Gopd pil¬ 
grim, give us thy blessing! holy penitent, 
vouchsafe thy benediction!” and such like 
language, used with the greatest effron¬ 
tery, until tired with insult, their officer 
once more idrew near, and in a voice that 
would have struck horror a heart pos- 

K S 



202 ORIENTAL WAKDE-UINGS. 

sessed of the least spark of humanity, cried 
—March!” 

i 

The bustle created in this preparation 
seemed completely to arouse the wretched 
youth to a sense of his situation; he 
stretched himself erect, and folding liis 
arms on his breast, cast a look around, as 
to bid farew ell for ever to the place that 
gave him birth, and to the spot that hkd 
of late witnessed his strange vicissitudes. 

* His countenance wore a deadly paleness, 
his young beard, which, when his face 
beamed with gladness, was hardly percep¬ 
tible, now appeared of a straggling length; 
hjs fine eyes were sunk, and that form, 
which so’ recently captivated, now was 
void of«evcry^charm ; the rose of pleasure 
seemed as blighted for ever, and the sweet 
fragrance of love .overpowered with can¬ 
kering care. That form where lived young 
delight, that face which so lately was the 
fair and open titlepage to a mind gene- 
rous and charitable, now commanded only, ‘ 
from those whose hearts were riot totally 
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frozen to the softer claims, commiseration 

and sincere pity. 

_ • 

• The cavalcade moved on to a gate that 
^Vas but little frequented and called— * 
The Jerusalem Gate,^” They passed— 
when Sebastian eagerly closed the portal, 
turned the ponderous key, and with a sa¬ 
vage air of gratification thrust it into his 
giiMle. With rapidity then the frightful 
squadron hastened to their quarters. 

Tabel’s first visit was to Monrod, whom 
he found sitting alone in his apartment, 
buried in reverie. Our dwarf used no 
preliminary observations at his entrance, 
but at once threw himself on a mat, and 
burst into a loud fit of weeping.* The old 
soldier too well guessecl flie cau^;e, and 
could not help catching the infection** but, 
as though ashamed to qnman himself, by 
letting the generous flood be discovered, 
he hid his face in the pillow of his couch, 
but declared, by his frequent and loud 
sobs, what he inwardly endured. 

The restless night passed thus between 
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.these two extremes of humati composition. 
Oh, liow often does silent sympathy con¬ 
vey more real affection and commiseration * 
'than vain fangled volubility, and gives ^ 
greater balm to distress! Idiate the man 
that will come and break the sore of my 
affliction, by a fulsome repetition of my 
troubles—talk of the many and valuable 
qualities of that which I have lost; tMtis 
harassing my most acute feelings, insult- 
' ing my recollection, and torturing my re¬ 
membrance; either thinking me too cal¬ 
lous for retrospection, or insensible to an¬ 
ticipation. 

( 

'Jlie route taken by the guards of the 

I' 

unhappy Felix was the least frequented of 
any 1( acUng to t)r from Cairo, it being that 
chiefl}' used by the Christian merchants, 
consequently it was only at stated periods 
much of a thoroughfare. They however 
had not proceeded for, before they were 
discovered by the friends of Selinus, \v4io 
immediately guessed their destination, ind 
hastened to give the wished-foivinforraa- 
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tioii, which w«s no sooner known than 
Orinda and her father prepared to take 
•their departure; but not by the same road, 
it being now the time of year that th# 
heat rendered* it impossible to travel far 
during the day, and at night it was neces¬ 
sary to find some )>lace of shelter, *as the 
season for the “ fifty winds” was near, and 
then it is both dangerous and troublesome 
to proceed; for often is the traveller 
overtaken in this strange but beautiful 
country by storms of wind, which carry 
the sandhill such awful clouds as some¬ 
times to bury whole caravans, render the 
atmosphere dark, and the sun invisible for 
a time. 

Selinus wdth his dauj^itet left tJie city 
in the disguise they had proposed, accom¬ 
panied a short distance Jby several of their 
friends. The father and daughter then 
pursued a track along the bank of the 
Nile, intending on the following evening 
to change their course, and put across the 
country into the supposed direction that 
Felix was being conveyed. 
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Here for a while We must leave those 
sundered friends, and return back to see 

f 

w’hat will next be doing at the caliph’s' 
Ifeastle and parts adjacent. 

Two or three days only had passed since 
Sebastian had returned to power and com¬ 
mand ; yet so full charged had been that 
space with events of various casts, that 
better it had never existed to blot the ca¬ 
lendar of time. The unfortunate Mame¬ 
luke prisoners were executed in the most 
public, ferocious, and butcher-like man¬ 
ner; their mangled trunks were thrown 
and scattered in the streets, to be destroy¬ 
ed by dogs, or stolen by the survivors, 
and privately committed to the hidden 
grave, .while their ghastly and horror- 
striking heads were exposed, as dreadful 
examples, on the .spikes that surmounted 
the archways of the several gates. This, 
however, was no new spectacle to the in¬ 
habitants of Cairo, and caused but a mo¬ 
mentary sensation. 

The palace wore a new featui'C entirely 
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from what it had of Ikte; the soldiers were 
all bustle; reviews, parades, and martial 
bperations, filled most of tlie hours of the 
d&y, as revelry and amusements of va¬ 
rious sorts beguiled the early hours of 
night. Elmuton entered into every sj)ecies 
of light business, or ridiculous pastimes, 
with a weak and unstable avidity. The 
melancholy fate of his two sons seemed 
entirely to have forsaken his memory, and 
whatever remained to remind him of these 
events, were removed by the attention 
and care of Sebastian, who now more than 
ever asspmed the authority of office, and 
would sometimes dispatch affairs th^t 
hitherto belonged to the calipli’s vticeonly. 

Little Tabel caughf the infectioift of the 
times, and seemed only to think of the 
present, or what might turn to his advan¬ 
tage in the future; Jje was here, there, 
and every where in a twinkling, as busy 
as a blowing fly, in the dog-days, in a 
tripe-shop; and as his strai^e infirmity 
was always on him when he had the most 
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to do, his recourse to^ his old remedy was 
consequently the more frequent; and the 
effect of lifting his hand so ofterf to the 
neighbourhood of his chin, and throwing 
his head so repeatedly backwards, would 
now and then have such an effect upon 
his heels, that they forgot to do their duty, 
and left his body to find the nearest way 
to the ground; and but for old Ayesha, 
the governess, who occasionally laboured 
under the same complaint, when a conve* 
nient opportunity offered for the fit to 
come on, he many a time might have been 
made to answer for the consequences of 
his malady to those higher in power. 

Monrod was the only member about 
the castle whose demeanour seemed to 
bear any semblance to the late distressing 
scenes that there had been witnessed, and 
by many so severely felt. The good old 
soldier’s places of office had not been di¬ 
rectly taken from him, yet he was not, as 
he was wont to be, summoned officially 
to his duty; still he cherished the pro- 
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spect, that, soonei’ or l|ter, the hour for his 
revenge would arrive; and although he 
was not a villain, yet he fed upon the bane¬ 
ful anticipation. JMany of the old sol¬ 
diers loved and revered him; and Niilac 
was his cliief companion when he chose 
not to be quite alone. Elmuton never 
omitted an opportunity to pass when he 
met his ancient friend and confidant, to 
speak kindly, or converse familiarly, thus 
shewing his late partiality liad not entirely 
deserted his bosom, and where for so many 
years it had been cherished. Sebastian 
however took care his master should not 
often be left by him, so that* those atten¬ 
tions were seldom more than mere courtesy.* 
Among all the prying inquiries of the 
great officer, he had nert been told of •the 
n^-arrived beauty, that had made so fa¬ 
vourable an impression on* his ruler’s incli¬ 
nations. This news was told by Tabel 
one day, as he was recounting his assidu¬ 
ous care and unremitting attentions to his 
royal master^s comforts, during the absence 
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of the gallant leader. Sebastian fed the 
vanity of the dwarf, by expatiating on his 
many good qualities, and bade him pre¬ 
pare the beautiful slave in his best man¬ 
ner, so as further to captiyate the caliph, 
and take care to throw her in ^he way as 
ofteif as possible; and he himself would 
take care his assiduity should meet its 
well-merited reward. It was then agreed 
between this human devil and little do- 
aught, that Eliniiton should be left earlier 
by his attendants than common that even¬ 
ing at sherbet-drinking, for the purpose of 
introducing the captivating Zoa, in all the 
charms that art or nature could invent. 
This coyfidence and familiar discourse from 
the great ma;i to the little great one, made 
thedatter one siippbse his height equal to 
any in the service of the viceroy, and with 
no small pains he endeavoured to appear 
so in the eyes of others. With less cere¬ 
mony than usual he left his superior, to 
set about preparing for the evening’s ad¬ 
venture. 
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The patron of this precious pair of pur¬ 
veyors for pleasure was beforehand with 
t^ieir anticipjftion; for as Elmuton retiirn- 
ed^from the baths, he again met Zoa, who 
was now dressed in all the splendour of 
oriental costume and magrrificence. She 
seemed so far reconciled to lier situation 
as not to resist the importunities of the 
old governante Ayesha, so as to conform 
to the outward shew of splendid slavery. 
We have heretofore said, this- unfortunate 
captive was, in her natural appearance and 
behaviour, far above the common cast; 
but now that her general mien was assist¬ 
ed by artificial means, she looked like an¬ 
other Cleopatra, when that arch, queen 
chose to put on the masji* of ^modesty, to 
hide tlie deformity of liei^ vicious mind; 
biff Zoa wore no mask ; she had swoi h to 
be virtuous, and she was so. How well 
she may adhere to her oath, perhaps may 
be disclosed in proper time; however, she 
was something quite new to Elmuton ; and 
as he scanned her every feature*, he disco- 
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vered fresh beauties—and as he probed 
her mind, found inexhaustible sources of 
excellence. All base advances were re- 

r 

pulsed by her modest bearing, and frowqrd 
thoughts checked by her discretion. 

The caliph paced the cool saloon by her 
side, as attentive as an honourable lover, 
and attempted not to disturb her conversa¬ 
tion, or embarrass her feeling, by any sub¬ 
ject that might lead too closely on b#r 
present situation ; but he wished and en¬ 
deavoured to learn something of her past 
life. He frequently alluded to the various 
customs and manners of those she now re¬ 
sided with—the amusements of the harem, 
^&c., to^vvhicli observations she answered 
but little, nor did she seem anywise cu¬ 
rious to be informed; but when an allu- 
siop was dropped, or a hint made, at her 
native land or manners, the rising tear 
would glisten in her long and sable eye¬ 
lashes, like a dew-drop hanging on the 
passion-flower, when the envious sun darte 
its first 'beams to ravish the suspending 
p^arl. 
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Although Elmuton was in most affairs 
j^weak man •and easily played upon, a ty¬ 
rant, and a dupe to the artifice of a villain, 
still he was a tfue lover, and passionately 
fond of the delightful part of creation ; 
and when he caught the liquid indexlrem- 
bling on the organ of lier bosom, he be¬ 
came determined, if possible, to peruse the 
contents of her heart. He then, in a cau¬ 
tious manner, spoke of liis affections— 
pointed to the various cnclianting females 
obedient to his nod, and the arbitrary law 
of custom. 

Zoa afiswered him not for a time; but 
at length coming in front of a beautiful 
window of stained glass, whose brilliancy 
cast a thousand diflerdVit hues around^ and 
clasping her hands with fervency, exclaim¬ 
ed—“ By yon glorious sun, that you take 
such pains to obscure, have I once sworn 
an eternal love, and never while that hea¬ 
venly orb continues to shed its influence 
around the^earth, will I cancA the regis¬ 
ter ! Look on me, great caliph,” she, cw- 
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tinned, throwing her majestic form at the 
same time with determined confidence be¬ 
fore Elmuton, look on me, your slaye, 
your worst of beasts! threats, tortures, 
force, or kindnesses, can never sever this 

almost broken heart from its sacred obli- 

0 

gation! Know me, great sultan, for a 
I’agan ; I was taught to step from that 
miglity planet of light and life, to the 
great Creator of all things. My first 
plighted vows I will hold as firm as my 
faith; and although I am now torn for ever 
from the arms of him I love, still in remi¬ 
niscence wilM cherish that that “was, and 
‘Sink to my grave with hope for that that 
is to come 

Elmuton had now gained thus far his 
wishes—he now knew her heart pre¬ 
possessed ; and although she was wholly 
in his power, still the gratification he aim¬ 
ed at was not likely to answer his ends if 
obtained by force. It was at this moment 
the thoughO struck him she might be won 
bv d^rees,. and dazzled by appearances; 
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be therefore saluted her in a courteous 
manner, and.bade lief prepare for an even¬ 
ing’s entertainment, when the various 
amusements the harem afforded should be 
entered into, the better *to .beguile her ill- 
cherished thoughts, atid teach lier con¬ 
sider other countries, and those of a dif¬ 
ferent faitli, were not insensible to the 
pleasures of life, nor unmindful of proper 
duties. He then again recommended her 
to the careful charge of Ayesha, and re¬ 
tired. 

Well did tlie wretched beauty compre¬ 
hend the meaning of her wily lord, and 
as wishing to avoid the jealous gaze of hef 
disgraced companions, ’who,^ with much 
mock complaisance and far-fetched compli- 
nSents, congratulated her on the easy con¬ 
quest she had made of their imperious mas¬ 
ter, left theWestibule, and secluded herself 
in the privacy of her chamber. 

It had now been so long a period silica 
Elmuton had given a fete to iiis ladies, it 

f ^ 

required the greater preparation tp^et ,all 
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things in readiness. No sooner then were 
the orders given for such, than the harem 
, was one universal bustle: a consultation 
of the chief eunuchs were summoned, to 
take into their consideration first, where 
and in what place the assembly should con¬ 
gregate, the most suitable to give eclat to 
the entertainments, and display the mag¬ 
nificence of the caliph to his new favourite: 
various were the oj)inions, and numerous 
the places named; but no one selected; 
Elmuton had not fixed the spot, therefore 
each ollicer pointed out a different one, in 
hopes to gain praise or preferment for his 
Selection. 

, In the midst of this imcertainty, the 
chief officer of all the eunuchs, the great 
captain TabeL entered the assemblage: 
here he was in his own j^roper clement— 
here he was all autliority—and none, save 
tlie caliph himself, could call him to ac¬ 
count. After he had received the sub¬ 
mission of Liis inferiors, he threw himself, 
wjth^^ the consequence of the great Mo- 
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gul, on a rich couch at full length, resting 
his head on his hand, and hearing the dis¬ 
cussion in silence for a time. All he ap¬ 
peared to regret was, that the space being 
so limited, would not allow him to indulge 
in all the majesty of his office. Giving a 
loud hem, and kicking his legs about a lit¬ 
tle, he threw his arm upwards, as a signal 
for silence: this was obeyed on the in¬ 
stant, and all eyes and ears were turned oil 
the great man. He now took a full and 
contemptuous survey of all the officers, 
who were arranged in a circle around his 
couch; he then distended Kis lips and 
nostrils* blowed out his checks, and glared 
with his eyes. At length drawing hirS- 
self on his breech, comnaanded them wit^j, 
authority to away v/ith*the greatest dis¬ 
patch, and prepare the ‘‘ Vestibule of the 
Waters,” for the great Elmuton to hold his 
revels in ""that night with his women, in 
honour of his new favourite. 

At this command, each officer looki^ 
at his brother with a doubt l>f possibility 

VOL. I. L 
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whether or not this famed place of enter- 
taininent could be got in readiness in time 
sufficient, for it had not beerf used offi¬ 
cially since a short period previous to the, 
birth of the prince Felix, find the last 
time the sultana his mother revelled in 
public. But be it as it would, the order 
was imperative—the time but short for 
such an undertaking, and consequently 
none to spare. They then made their 
obeisance to the great man in office, and 
departed, to give counter orders, and per¬ 
sonally assist in the preparations for this 
magnificent entertainment. 

t 

Tabel next re^paired to the private bou¬ 
doir of Mrf}. Ayesha, purposely to refresh 

* k 

himself, after his great eifertions, with her 
delightful conversatiprt, or rather to enjoy 
a comfortable pipe of her perfumed tobac¬ 
co, and quaff the ambrosial sweets, not of 
her lips, but of her choice liquors, that 
her private locker was stored withal. 

All things being so far settled, the time 
passed in the dustomary manner, until the 
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hour fixed ibr the pastimes to commence. 
This was announced by music, and such 
like demon*stration of joy, without the 
walls of the harem, as well as within the 
sangtum sanctorum ; for it was the rule, 
whenever the viceroy thus banqueted, it 
was also a general joy-partaking for all 
ranks appertaining to the duty of the 
castle; thus a universal jollity pervaded, 
and when the spacious saloon, gallery, or 
whatever an European may call it, was 
viewed at first sight, it struck such a com¬ 
bination of wonders op the senses, as al¬ 
most, to bewilder the beholder. 

This granckapartment wa^ known in the 
court by the name of‘‘ TheVestibuIe of the 
Waters,’’ one side being’enttrely enclosed 
tyr that element. It w&s ^fso, on very parti¬ 
cular occasions, used as a grand bath, such 
as when the sultan condescended to visit 
his officer, or any event of uncommon oc¬ 
currence. Immense columns of crystal 
rose from the midst of the pure element, 
supporting^a ceiling of waved felass, so that 

L 2 
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that part seemed to be but a division of 
waters, where innumerable animated be¬ 
ings ranged and sported, according to the 
intent, assigned them. Various sorts of 
rare and beautiful birds floated in the air, 
and joined in tlie concert, with the most 
ravishitig sweetness, wdiile black and white 
sw^ans skimmed on the surface of the re¬ 
servoir, unalarmed by the clang of music, 
or the dazzling of thousands of variegated 
damps; and often would the feathered fa¬ 
vourites claim the attentions of the visitors, ^ 
by their familiarity, and share the dainties 
of the feast, from the fair hands of beauty 
in captivity. 

Many and ingenious were the contri¬ 
vances purchased from other countries of 
curious art, to enlbehish this paradise of 
pleasure and hell of pollution; and as the 
sheet of water extended beyond the walls 
of the building, such machines set 
in motion, unobserved, and passed the 
more wonderful; waxen mermaids floated 
through the stream, their passage giving 
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them motion, and the appearance of reali¬ 
ty—dolph^s, spouting water in the air, 
causing a rippling on the surface and^ 
hommotion that set many inanimate bodies 
in action, anfi appeared an ocean, multum 
in parvo. 

The guards were set—most of the fe¬ 
males assembled—and what few musicians 
appeared in sight, had taken their station; 
Elmuton entered, habited in the most 

i 

magnificent costume, the brilliancy of his 
dress glared, as he passed, like a beautiful 
meteor; a general prostration followed of 
his dej^endents, all but Zon, who acknow¬ 
ledged him after the custom of her own 
country; he early addressed her, and taking 
her hand in a conde^en^Jing mawner, led 
^ler to a rich sofa, conspicuously placed, 
and which had a commanding view of the 
whole apg^tment; he then seated himself 
by her side, when a full chorus of female 
voices gave the following lines, accompa¬ 
nied, at intervals, by musje from soft- 
sounding instruments 
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Hail, great Love, thou god divine! 

Here shed ihy influence benign, 

That peace may*live ; 

Crown with bliss Elmuton’s days; 

Guard him with thy powerful rays, 

And pleasur#’ give. 

This is Love'^s impfrial throne, 

'His power we his votaries owui, 

And all confess. 

Life without love is but a spell— 

Man without love should never dw'ell, 

Where angels hlcss. 

Love, licre triumphant rule the day; 

Jn happy bliss we’ll spoit and play, 

And care destroy : 

All-powerful Love, too, rule the niglit; 

Fill all our hours with sweet delight, 

Without alloy. ' 


These strains of harmony were suffered 

♦ 

to die a^vav, ahd a sort of silence followed; 
for without knowing where the sounds 
proceeded from, the senses were ravished, 
and almost overcome, by such soft and 
delicate music, .producing a sensation that 
seemed not to arise from mortal power— 


even the feathered visitants became ab¬ 
sorbed by the seductive attraction. 
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After a time, these sounds died gradu¬ 
ally awaj% seemingly lost in the distant 
heavens. Now the waters became agi¬ 
tated; the swans, and different aquatic 
birds on it^surface, became alarmed; tlie 
dolphins in quick succession passed and 
repassed—all bore the appearance of an 
impending storm : this however was suf¬ 
fered to be but momentary, and to cause 
a contrast. The instruments now struck 
up a lively and fascinating tune, and sofln 
on the floor were seen seven beautiful 
dancing girls with tathbourines; wheq 
they^ had performed several evolutions, 
they were joined by seven more witlj, cas¬ 
tanets, then seven more with*cymbals, all 
dressed with the same^pr&cisioii*, but whose 
action and attitudes seemed more to dis¬ 
gust than please the Jbeautiful Zoa, as not 
the least smile of gratification beamed on 
her countenance. 

These now passed on, and were suc¬ 
ceeded by dwarfs of the most ugly and 
forbidding aspect, both aS to natural and 
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artificial defects; it was however wonder¬ 
ful to witness their agility, as they went 
through many exhibitions of buffoonery* 

’ Here followed a suspension of amuse-‘ 
ments, save music, which kept the softer 
passions in full play, while perfumed wa¬ 
ters were sprinkled on all present, and the 
censers fresh trimmed with delightful 
fragrance; sweetmeats and fruits were la¬ 
vishly handed round to the company, with 
lemonade, and such sort of drinks, strong¬ 
ly impregnated with spices, to add to the 
duties of love. 

Ehnuton was upremitting in his atten- 

‘ I 

tions to Zoa, who with a sort of grateful 
acknowledgment returned his civilities. 
The viceroy w&s much puzzled by her 
dcportriient; but the more he was in her 
company, the mor^ was he captivated. 
And again he was now childless; Zoa was 
young and virtuous, that he firmly be¬ 
lieved : his years he found not oppressive, 
nor were they in fact so, according to hu¬ 
man restriction A thousand idegs shook 
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his rebel propensities, and he was foitJed 
to admire her behaviour. 

» Promedade or chitchat was now the 
•order in this assemblage of beautiful and 
elfgantly-dressed females; cheerfulness 
now reigned around, and whatever can¬ 
kering sorrow might prey witlfin their 
lovely bosoms, the general feature now 
was joy; some approached the margin of 
the water, and enjoyed the gambols of the 
fowls, and oft would create a kind of rac% 
by throwing into the pool delicious frag¬ 
ments, to be striven for by the feathered 
favourites. 

The tinkling of a smairsilver bell, from 
a different part of the vestibulci now drew 
the attention, and announced a fresh spe- 
^cies of entertainmer/ts; 'all eyes were turn¬ 
ed in full expectation, when a loud scream 
from the reservoir caused as quick an op¬ 
posite turn, to ascertain the cause. Those 
females that were near, when they beheld 
what was the matter, shrieked also-—the 

l3 
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whole company became alarmed, and rush¬ 
ed towards the spot of catastrophe. 

Elmuton, being so elevated, saw the 
whole, by merely rising in his seat; he 
commanded all persons whatever to fall 
back some distance, and on no account to 
render Any assistance. 

This order satisfied many, and Zoa in 
particular, who supposed some serious ac¬ 
cident had befallen, and had therefore be- 
♦soine uneasy. 

But how shall we relate this dire mis¬ 
hap ? It appears our friend Tabel, with 
the governess Ayesha, for some purpose 
or other which they in their judgment 
thought fi?;, had retired behind one of the 
large pillgys, and dose on the brink of the 
water.' They had been observed there 
some time by several of the young offiqers: 
Tabel was reclining with his back against 
the column, and Ayesha in his front, with 
her^ack to the water: how it came to 
pass we never could rightly inform our¬ 
selves; suffic/ it to say, the ojd gover- 
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nante finding herself going beyond her 
equilibrium, suddenly caught bold of her 
friend, *the officer, for support, when they 
were both precipitated headlong into ^he 
.cool element. 

• 

It was so momentary an immersion to 
the man kind of a creature, be had no time 
to call for assistanc^e; but Ayesha finding 
she must inevitably descend, squalled as 
loud as her lungs would convey sound, 
and thus caused the disturbance in tli^as- 
sembly. Now the good mistress had been, 
in the early part of her time, a tolerably 

well-made sort of a woman, rather above 

• * • 

the middle stature, consequently ’when she 
gained her legs, and found tlie bottom of 
the bath, her head and shoulders were full 
above the surfade, fhe water bC‘ing about 
four feet deep: not^so fortunate was the 
poor little officer, who being at his full 
height, as we before have said, only three 
feet four inches, so that when he touched 
the bottom, he wanted some distance ere 
he coijld reach another e^raent. He had 
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lost his turban in the ifaU, and before he 
could make his holding good <m the gar¬ 
ments of bis fellow-sufferer, he iVas forced 
tOmkeep bobbing his naked head up at in¬ 
tervals to gain his breath, and sputter an^ 
blow like an infant whale; but when he 
had once made his gripe fast on the shoul¬ 
der of the old woman, he gave a spring, 
and threw his legs around her waist, then 
fastening his hands tight round her neck, 
thjiis was safely seated on her protruding 
stomach. 

The first shock of the terrified swans 
being over, they now for a moment eyed 
this precious pair of turtledoves as in¬ 
truders on their element, and mns cere- 
monte made a furious and general attack, 
battering them with their wings and beaks, 
so as nearly to upset the half-drOwned de¬ 
vils. 

Things now began to wear rather a se¬ 
rious aspect, and assistance became abso¬ 
lutely necessaiy; three or four slaves now 
plunged in, and rescued the assail^ from 
the angry assailants. 
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When the pair were safely landed, a 
hearty laugh from Elmuton gave a licence 
to the inferiors, who tittered loudly at the 
•pitiful appearance of their captain. * 
.This was too much for the bearing of 
any thing human that had authority on 
his back, however bare it migfit be of 
robes: the little man felt this indignity 
more than his dousing, and regardless of 
the presence^ let his anger get the mastery 
of his manners, for he so laid about th6 
slaves, the women, or officers, and indeed 
all that came to hand, with his wet turban 
and well-soaked long s^tin sleeves, that a 
clear way was made for him presently, to 
make his exit. Foot Ayesba being obliged 
to bear such a burthen of •flesh.diid blood 
-whilst in the water,* bemg once rnore on 
terra firman felt the full weight of her 
misfortupes; she therefore went off into a 
sort of fit, and was carried decently to her 
dormitoiy. 

When this ludicrous scene had passed 
over, and, order once more^restored, the 
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revels of the evening recommenced; se¬ 
veral exhibitions of dancing dogs, learned 
monkeys, &c. helped to fill out the space. > 
It was now perceptible Elmuton began tc 
be uneasy and fidgety from ^’ome cause or 
other. ^ His eyes were almost constantly 
on Zoa, who maintained her reserve with 
becoming perseverance, neither courting 
attention, nor giving offence by non-at¬ 
tendance to the many courtesies offered 
^her. 

The various musical instruments now 
combined their full force, and made the 
vestibule tremble with their power. Pre¬ 
sently, on the floor, in front of the royal 
seat, appeared a group of half-naked men, 
after tlie-fashidn of what we call savages, 
with all their implements of sport, war, 
or hunting; these were supposed to be 
just entering on the chase; and when they 
began their various ceremonies and Pagan 
observances, Zoa appeared much discom¬ 
posed, and evidently struggled with her 
feelings to a^i alarming degreebut when 
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their rude dance, in which they proved 
their weapons, commenced, she could 
liold no longer, but burst into a violent 
flood of tears. 


* The caHph was alarmed, and pressed 
much to know the cause. For a time this 
was evaded; but as the action continued, 
she became the more distressed, and beg¬ 
ged leave to retire: this was politely re¬ 
fused, without the reason should be as¬ 
certained; she then, with frankness, de¬ 
clared to the viceroy, that this exhibition 
so much reminded her of her own country^ 

and those so dear, aiid vet now lost for 

• • 

ever to her, that her tortured recollection 


quite overpowered her other senses. 

Pilmuton saw and pitied her distress, 
and generously withdrew with the fair 
sufferer; nor did he .leave her until she 


gained her own apartment—nor then, 
without making fresh pjrotestations of ho¬ 


nourable love; he, in a manly manner, 


yet with tenderness, begged her to consi¬ 
der her situation, and painted, in the most 
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flattering terms, what she might com¬ 
mand, and what an elevated station she 
might fill; to all which she answWed with 
her usual determined frankness. He then ^ 
left her, and retired fo his own apartmer^t 
full of contrary eniotions. 

The revels now broke up, and the castle 
once more became tranquil. 



ORIENTAL WANDERINGS. 233 

\ 


CHAPTER IX. 


’Tis liberty alone that gives the flower 
Of fleeting life its sweetness and perfume; 

And we are weeds without it, CowptK. 

4- 

It will be recollected, in a former chapter 
our friend Tabel spoke of a refractory maltf 
slave, that somewhat disturbed the mar¬ 
ket, and was purchased by Conrod, the 
ca^ph’s garden-keeper, pn the same morn¬ 
ing he made so good a bargain for tJie 
lovely Zoa: as this personage^ may per- 
adventure have something to dqjDf con- 
’Sequence in the future contents of our his¬ 
tory, romance, legendary novel, or what¬ 
ever you, my gentle reader (yes, gentle 
reader—that is the commqjti phrase now-a- 
days), may please to call it, we shall en¬ 
deavour to give a sketch of his birth, pa¬ 
rentage, qpd education, as l^ear as it is 
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possible, considering all difficulties apper¬ 
taining thereunto. 

t 

Some short period previous to the date 
' that gave birth to the adventures we are 
now recording, the Philippines were *dis- 
covered; thither many countries sent out 
whatever the)^ considered might turn to 
their advantage; but after all, it was not 
what they took out they looked to for their 
gain, so much as what they brought away. 
The slave trade was at this time perhaps 
the most advantageous traffic carried on 
in this part of the Mediterranean, where 
our scene of action lay so near; ther^re 
it was no sooner known in Cairo that a 
fresh cargo of slaves had arrived, than an 
inspec^tiQu took place by the viceroy’s offi¬ 
cers, in precedence of all others, and the 
handsomest females selected for the harem 
of #ie grand sultan at Constantinople, or 
reserved for th^ chief officers of the em¬ 
pire: but this last Avas a dangerous hazard 
to risk; if the slave purchased happened 
to be beautVul, or particularly attractive, 
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and such a fact came to the knowledge of 
the sultap, that one of his officers, of what¬ 
soever rank, dared to keep back any piece 
of superior flesh and blood, it is a thdii- 
sand chances to one he would very soon 
receive a polite request from his master, 
desiring him to send back his head by the 
bearer, without delay, to answer for the 

/V* 'h 

otience. 

It is well known the Turks, although 
blessed with one of the most prolific {tHht 
is to say, the greatest part) gardens of na¬ 
ture under the §un, are so naturally in-, 
Hplent, that every poor, devil, who can 
scarcely keep himself, will have his skve; 
no wonder then, in such a part, that this 

human scandal should be carried on to 

• • • 

such an excess. 

s 

The vessel that bore the slave of whom 
we are about to speak, was a Spanish one, 
and heavy laden with ^unfortunate crea¬ 
tures of both sexes: these were taken out, 
and separated about two miles below the 
town, c^i the river, prevlausly to their 
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being brought to the market-place at Bu- 
lac. 

i 

This practice we suppose is followed by 
(ne inhuman traders, to prevent the piib-^ 
lie world witnessing the heart-rending and 
appalling scenes' that then take place; 
fathers torn for ever from their daughters, 
mothers from their sons, brothers from sis¬ 
ters, wives from husbands, and lovers from 
mistresses. This last, it should appear, 
t/as the class in which the unfortunate Sa- 
dak (for such was his name) stood at the 
time of his cruel separation. Often in 
frantic despair would a dozen or more ,.of 
these disgraced human beings, when linked 
together like dogs, dart from the vessel’s 
side, and prefer 'a premature grave, rather 

r 

than endure a separation, or the wretched¬ 
ness of slavery. Sadak was a superior be¬ 
ing, and highly valued by the dealer in 
blood, who had him for sale, and offered 
him as horse-dealers do in England, when 
they shew their cattle out to the best ad¬ 
vantage, by whipping and putting them 
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on their metal/ In this manner was Sadak 
exasperated by the cruelty of his salesman, 

• that he might prove his strength and agi¬ 
lity, purposely to enhance his valuef 
Thus was ht? called by captain Tabel re¬ 
fractory, and when first purchased by Con- 
rod, and he found himself released from his 
former master, who tore him from his 
native land, his home, and all that made 
life dear to him, the first act he did, when 
in possession of his new master, was t(f 
pounce like an angry tiger on the late de¬ 
spoiler of his ha})piness, and but for the 
interposition of the by-standers, would 
soon have ridded the world of a villain. • 

It further appeared on Ids sal<?, by way 
of recommendation, that iirlds oivj.vcoun- 
4ry he was a person of some consequence; 
it was now to be seen he was young, 
handsome, full of the fire of manhood and 
spirit of health; with all ihese qualifica¬ 
tions be became the property of the caliph 
Elm uton, purchased by Conrod, and by 
him conveyed from the market to the gar- 
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dens of the castle, with a sort of self grati¬ 
fication at his superior judgment in human 
dealings. 

"^Sadak was no sooner brought to the 
place of his destination, with' the horrid 
prospect before him that it was to be for 
ever his future residence of misery, labour, 
and bitterness of wo—a place where no 
gleam of hope shed its cheering rays to 
calm the anguish of his burthened and 
overwhelmed bosom; no solace was here 
to be anticipated to chase away his de¬ 
spondency—no friend to partake his cares 
and sooth his so.lTO^ys; his vigour forsook 
him, his boasted courage fled, and he 
yielded to * despair. The wretched abode 

I 

that now .slielterm'd him was inhabited by 
beings whose general appearance bespoke 
slavery, with all her concomitant atten¬ 
dants. He was gazed at by some with an 
eager curiosity, by others the eye of pity 
surveyed, as the parched and i:earless or¬ 
gan would fain have dropped the precious 
balm of syn^pathy and commiseration; 
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others, unnoticing aught that was passing, 

seemed buried within themselves, and lost 

^ • 

Ml rumination; some few had thrown 
tlieinselves full length on their straw mat¬ 
tresses, courtiilg the ble^sscdness of sleep, 
to refresh their wearied limbs, and hush 
for a moment their anguished minds into 
forgetfulness; but, alas! to awake with 
stiffened joints, and a bosom racked with 
anticipating fresh tortures and renewed 
misery. 

This suspension of labour was allowed 
for about two hours, to those that toiled 


in thg overwhelming heat^and out-of-doors 
service. The time had again returned to 
renew their task ; a shrill whistle from one 


in office was the signal for jAirring;, jwith 
trtfmbling and fear was it obeyed—some. 


whose fate had hardened* their minds to 


almost desperation, with execrations and 
blasphemy poured forth a torrent of abuse 
on every thing mortal and divine, that 
made even the Pagan soul of Sadak shud¬ 
der with hoyor. 
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Next liis turn came to enter on his new 
life—no, existence—of hard and cruel ser- 
vitude—servitude that made wretchedness' 
wretched, by the hard-heartedness of wickt- 
ed and weak men, clothed with unliceneed 

f 

authority. Sadak was still habited, in 
part, in the costume of his country, and 
that of a superior sort in some points. An 
ornamented skin of the leopard hung across 
his shoulders, while the more tender fawn’s 
'girded bis loins, and reached to his knees; 
a small but curiously-wrought cap partly 
covered his head; a string of highly-polish¬ 
ed shells were .suspended around his njOck, 
aK of which trapping he was sourly and 
peremptolily commanded to strip off, and 
cover per^^bn with a coarse sort of 
hempen shirt that reached to his knees, 
when the waist was tied close with a stub¬ 
born leathern thong, and a brass ring or 
collar rivetted ®on his fine neck. Thus 
equipped, he was conducted to his labour; 
this Vas to clear a kind of reservoir at the 
bottom of a /Host beautiful aven;i^? leading 
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past the front of the ‘‘ vestibule of the wa¬ 
ters,” and which had been for some time 
► much neglected; but the penetration of 
•captain Tabel foresaw new pleasures, anfl 
nualtiplied pastimCvS apd diversions, from 
the accession of the lovely Zoa to tlie ca¬ 
liph’s love, and had in consequeifce given 
orders for all places to be put into requisi¬ 
tion. 

At tins spot was the unhappy Sadak 
toiling one morning, when a bell was rung^, 
as a warning for all male slaves to quit the 
boundaries of the garden of the harem, 
th^t the lemales of the viceroy’s seraglio 
might take the air in the shady walks^or 

amuse themselves in the cool reitrcats with 

* 

wdiich this enchanting place ^abounded, 
‘%ithout having their recreations or per¬ 
sons looked upon by forbidden eyes. The 
sound of the bell aroused him from his 
labours ; he threw downr the implement 
with which he iv as working, and addressed 
the sun with the following prayer or ejacu¬ 
lation ^ 

VOL. I. M 
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Oil, glorious, heavenly, sacred oib ! 

The gre.it Omnipotence luith sent to clieei 
Tlie canli, an<i give to man its timely liuiis— 

Ilou loudly once I lov’d to look on thee! 

hen thy rising beckoned me to bliss, 

And thy setting Inll'd n^e in calm Ujiose: 

C)i, uhen to client fliee ol' tliy sultry beat, 
^^'ould*^tGal to I’lagiant gloves, and vow out I ben 
Tlic tinder sweet delight ot beiirtfclt lo\c. 

But now no solace berej tby lays so mock 
And I'estei my mind, as \\eli as bod^, 

That, but lor iiiitmc, I could ciy, ‘ 1 b.ite thee ' 

Oil, vAjere art tliou my soul stdl londl> lo\'Ai 
Art burnmu now beneath tins ton id heat, 

Or lolling hard in earth’s embowerd damp ^ 

Berhaps some rnfiiaii clasps the (; m his aim::, 

A\'ho knows not bow to value chaim- like ibiiM ‘ 

That llioiight but^mad^lens me! give winds tliv 
/I'bat ,m tlicir wings niuy rule tlie bon id sound. 

And let me storm levenge t i ea>e my keai l ! 

If tliou’it in i'appier .mood, then kiss ilie bree/e. 

And k.‘t«nTe qnah ’'»li^ ambiosial draught , 

Or )1 tiioubt dea<l, lei me be so iiispirM, 

I'o trace in heaven tb^y bright jiJanet out. 

And sigh my hnc and adoration tlu'ie!’’ 

As he finished this sort of apotheosis, 
with his hands and arms folded far over 
his bosom, and his countenance full to¬ 
wards the heavens, again were his ears 
strufck^by thf‘, second signal oF the bell. 
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e looked toward the part from w^hence 
the sound proceeded, and with a tone that 
foreboded* the treatment he endured was 
UKiking rapid strides to turn his bettj^^ 
feelings callpus, he exclaimed—Fools— 
fools that you arel’sojLind out—sound 
louder, thou empty, boasting*'^ling ! to‘ 
me thou art like the voice of thy master— 
loud, boisterous, and threatening. Oh, 
this makes slavery doubly degrading, when 
thus at the mere sounding of a bell, 
man, made, fashioned, and formed by tlie 
same Creator, must turn liis face away, 
and look not where his fellow-creature 
walks'! No,” he continued, witli much 
fervency—no, by yon glorious sun, I will 
not vStir! INIy life is not^wortfi my kec{)- 
^ing, and this may -be my last—i?i‘y fune- 
"'ral knell!” 

He then turned, and was about to take 
the path of the avenue, when he was ac¬ 
costed by Tabel, in all the authority of bis 
office and a voice of consequence—“ How 
now, base slave! art thou deaf or wouldst 

M 2 



244 ORIENTAL wanderings. 

A 

thou not hear that bell, that warns all in¬ 
truders off? The great caliph Elmuton, 
or his ladies, will walk here anon at these 
liours; this part is held sacred to them 
alone; come, hence away, or thy life rpay 
answer for thy intrusion.” 

Sadak eyed him for a moment; then 
with a contemptuous tone replied—“ My 
life, saidst thou, Turk!—ha, ha, ha ! take 
my life—it is not wwth my keeping! I 
f*ad rather give it up, than hold it thus; 
for worse than beasts you look upon us 
here; your very dog it is your practice to 
fondle and to pamper, and lest the heat 
his burthening fat should melt, you take 
him in your arnqp for rest, and cry, * poor 
thing!’ apd w^th your garments shelter 
him; while we, your fellow-men, dare 
scarcely breathe.” 

At this unexpected language from a 
slave, the ladies’ little gentleman seemed 
quite put out He looked at him from 
top to toe; then leaning on his walking- 
staff, and taking a wonderful long draught 



ORIENTAL WANDERINGS. 245 

t 

of smoke from his pipe, and issuing it out 
by degrees again from the corner of his 
large mouth, which operation being over, 
^lie answered—What was that you saieP, 
sljfve, hey ?-^fellow-mcn ! come, come, 3^11 
will not mend that speeth ^ ns da}^—fel¬ 
low-men indeed ! Heathens, savfS^es, Pa¬ 
gans all! that we enlightened, favoured 
descendants of the prophet, take so much 
pains to teach 3^11 labour, feed 3 ^ 011 , and 
by various other means convince yon thap^. 
you arc flesh and blood, or you would 
scarcely have reason enough to find it out.’^ 
j^t this inhuman degradation, a crim¬ 
son flush overspread the sunburnt features 
of the manly Sadak; his breast|licaved— 
he almost panted with disgust, ^d jit the 
same time darted Such a loolc on the 

dwarf as made'^him tremble for his safety- 

* 

Sadak was an entire stranger slave to Ta- 
bel, at least he had but caspally seen 1 dm, 
when he made a disturbance in the mar¬ 
ket on the first morning of his arrival; 
md now that lus dress was altered, all re- 

M 3 
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collection of him whatever was erased from 
the memory of the officer, who plainly 
saw he was evidently unused to the prac-* 
tices and observances of the castle; and 
when he observed^ the angry look of JSa- 
dak, he kn^\w not what to say; he cast a 
kind ot under look around; but saw no 
one near at hand to call for assistance, in 
case this heathen Pagan should offer any 
moles^fition to him. To unsay what he 
had uttered would never do, or to attempt 
an argument with one so low, was worse 
than the loss of office. His pipe was gone 
out rather unexpectedly; that served to 
engage him most opportunely; he drew, 
and blow>ed, stopped the ashes with the 
end of h«o finger, then drew again. Sadak 
saw his embarrassment, and spoke thus— 

“ Thou wonderoiis beauty of creation, 
pierce thou this blistered bosom ! scan it 

K 

well—its prodace will like thine be crim¬ 
son blood! tear this beating heart from its 
fibrous seat, I think it would on compari¬ 
son be much like thine in shapeland make.” 
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During this,*Tabel had in some measure 
overcome^ his embarrassment, and replied 
—** How now, slave—how is this ? How 


long hast thou been with us, that thdu 
hast so much reason got ?” 

Sadak again surveyed him with much 
indignation, and answered—Hbw long 
with thee! not long enough to be by thee 
corrupted, nor long enough to forget what 
I am, or what 1 have been! ^11 me, 

Turk, didst thou ever love, or ^)re thy 
parents to thee ever dear ? if so, thou wilt 
see the picture I shall draw.—Ere I was , 


tcm from my home, my country, my all, 
I was the support, the comfort of decrepit, 
aged parents—their every carf and every 
joy—their only offspring, andythcir only 
solace for decaying age. Witness yon glo¬ 


rious sun, I was their all, their every 
thing, till thy fell avarice tore ^mns^inhu- 
manly from their arms !”• 


The distress of mind in the wretched 


slave at this part of his recital, almost 
choked j^is utterance, and made a visible 
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impression on the feelings of the dwarf, 
who, with a soothing sort of voice, said— 

Say not so, good fellow ; I am but a 
iJave in office; few that make freedom 
their boast are much higher; it is but the 
authority they are decked withal that 
makes state the easier borne.” 

Sadak was on a theme tlio most distress- 

I 

ing to his mind; yet to give vent to his 
troubles, and pour them into the ear of 
anptbc'i^ seemed to give him relief; he 
therefore continued—Ere llic sun the 
towering hills would cap, or dews ascended 
from the lower dales, our active youths 
would hail me as their prince of chase; 
and when to Hyperion had our daily 
homage paid, I w^s always Ibremost seen 
to lead ‘tiie happy and contented band; 
and when returned, in the evening’s shade, 
recount to her I loved our day’s hard toil 
and perils; and playful in our love, from 
the gaudy macaw’s plume, would dizen 
her flowing hair—from the sea shore 
gather,shells to deck her breast; in our 
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dance, her light-flowing vest in the zephyrs 
played ; in^the song, her melodious voice 
^infused joy around, as distant echoes an¬ 
swered to our bliss. While living thus} 
in «!! the life of love, po dreary thoughts 
or gloom to bend our browf - our hearts 

O -<3 'X*, 

fast knitted with heavenly union, ibeh as 
your hardened bosoms can never witness 
—while leading thus a life in paradise, a 
band of fierce and ruthless villains seized 

' >5 V 

US, and to 3^our hellish climes conveyed 
miserable slaves, to drag a life of bitter¬ 
ness and wo!” 

^Jabel expressed much attention and 
commiseration in his *manner as Sadfdc 
pi3)ceeded with his nar^tive; ''iid when 
he had finished, a short sjlenc^^ followed. 
After a time, the dfvarf informed him of 
the authority he held •under the caliph, 
and recommended him to do his dlil;^ with 
becoming behaviour; and, as his adless 
was so far above his companions in bond¬ 
age, in time, with his influence, his hard¬ 
ships migj^t be alleviated in a great mea- 
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sure, by advancement some place or 
situation better adapted to one of his ca¬ 
pacity. 

, Now was heard the bell, announcing 
the third and last signal for*the gates and 
avenues to bccclosed. The little officer 
poiiitHl^ifra portal, the only one now re¬ 
maining in the gardens unclosed, and Ixuje 
Sadak take his departure tliere ; and the' 
first opportunity that offered, he would 
unmindful of the promise he had 
given him. By thus saying, the dwarf 
supposed he had entirely quenched the 
flame of indignation he had raised in the 
mind of the Pagan. \4^ith a kind of con¬ 
descending ackj^owledgment of the head/ 
him, andUurned back by the path 
fiotil"Tfnich he made his first appearance. 

Sadak remained fixed in a kind of stu- 

f 

por, ,^in wliicli he was aroused by the 
loi^d crash produced by clo^ng tlie en¬ 
trance pointed oyjt by Tabel. Thus was 
he precluded from flying the forbidden 
sanctuary, and an accumulation of danger 
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buckled on bis fate; raising himself full 
erect, and taking an undaunted survey 
around him, like a victim was he hurdled 
in, and compelled to hazard the conse¬ 
quences. Again he gazeU directly on the 
heavens, and thus delivered hisiSfUMglits 
Oil, glorious deity of light! vmy 
liould I wish to stir!—no, here will I 
stand and brave the tyrant storm! If 
one sliould be bold enough to raise a sVtfd 
against my \vretched life, then will I try 
who lias the strongest arm, the dark, un- 
eid^ig^tencd Pagan, or him who boasts of 
liis'supertor intellectuality and knowledge 
e divine arcanum; for ere L fall by 
tlie haluls of these proud fretmen, slall they 
sorely feel the revenge oji^ne th^^ IiaV^ 
thus disgraced and enslave^d !” He then re¬ 
tired to an alcove that stood by, and^Mj^w 
himself in despondency, lialf reclining^i 
the mattress that was within. 
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